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Ruxton Tops the Recycling Heap
by Barbara Guarnieri

Pat yourselves on the can, Ruxton – the recycling
can that is! According to the County’s website
(www.bcrecycles.com) the Brooklandville/Ruxton
area has one of the highest rates of recycled
household waste in Baltimore County. On average
this area recycled 30.1% of their trash in 2012,
which exceeds the
nearest community
(Catonsville) by 6%!
But don’t rest on your
eco-laurels for too
long. Michael Beichler,
Chief of the Solid
Waste Management
Bureau, thinks we
can do even better.
He is challenging our
neighborhoods to lead
the charge toward
the County’s goal
of achieving a 50%
recycled household
waste rate. Are we up
to it?

rethink/recycle, reuse/repurpose, collect/compost
and re-fuse/ref-use. I then begin an Internet
search to see how I might work on improving our
household recycling habits and thus lessen what is
headed to a landfill.
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Rethink/Recycle

This category involves all items in my trash that I
was too lazy to
put in recycling
or about which I
had a question,
so it was simpler
to toss it. Most
prominent are
the plastic,
metal and paper
goods from the
second floor of
our house, an
area in which I
don’t currently
have a recycling
bin. The toilet
paper rolls,
toothpaste
In order to figure this
and soap
Barbara ponders the mysteries of clamshells and other potential recyclables
out I decide that I
Photo courtesy Tom Guarnieri
boxes, empty
will have to air my
toothpaste
dirty trash in public.
tubes, shampoo bottles, prescription and other
I empty several household trash cans on my deck to
medicine bottles, glass and plastic makeup
get a clearer picture of what is in them. The largest
containers – these end up in the trash because
percentage, by both volume and size, is plastic
I don’t take them to the kitchen recycling bin. I
goods. Coming in a close second is paper products
decide to keep a large shopping bag with a sturdy
and the aluminum pile is third. Finally, there is a
handle on the back door of our medicine closet
miscellany of stuff that includes several batteries,
to collect recycling. I also look through the other
wine corks, a toothbrush, a tube of toothpaste,
upstairs waste and pull lots of paper sheets from
light bulbs, a pair of nylons, an old pen, an old cell
the computer area trash and magazines and shirt
phone, several scratched CDs, a computer mouse,
cardboards from our bedroom waste basket. I need
meat bones, asparagus stems, moldy green beans,
to keep a box for paper recyclables upstairs and be
several mesh bags from fruit and potatoes, some
more aware. Always being conscious of the choice is
cheese waxes and several balls of dryer lint…
important; being conscientious is even more so!
you get the picture. Once I make the trash visible
I begin to mentally divide it into potential piles.
Next I reread the www.bcrecycles.com, www.
There are several categories into which I could sort
md.recycles.org and www.earth911.org websites
these offenders, but I choose the following options:
for suggestions. I see that some of my plastic
Continued on page 16
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President’s Letter
Dear Members,
I continue to be awed by the unselfish
commitments made by so many in this
organization. It has been an honor to guide
this current Board as President. Of course
major kudos go to our Executive Director,
Peggy Squitieri, whose expertise and
institutional memory are invaluable. Many
thanks to our Board members
for making my job easy!
2013 has been a good year
for RRLRAIA. In addition to
the many ongoing tasks of
staying current with zoning,
development and traffic
issues, we launched a new
initiative to gather neighbors
for a social evening in one of
our community’s commercial
spaces. We joined forces with
Dennis Graul and Michael
Weinfeld (owners of Ruxton Village and
Ruxton Station) to host the first of these
festivities in late May. Lucy Keener reports
that a grand time was enjoyed beneath the
‘Friday Night Lights’. We hope you will be
able to join us for our fall event; check the
RRLRAIA website for complete details.
In his Greater Ruxton Area Foundation report
President Joe Coale updates us about the
Foundation’s continuing work to plant and
maintain several neighborhood common
areas. He discusses the Foundation’s role in
restoring the Johnson spring/milk house, yet
another example of the Foundation’s support
of neighbors who are interested in preserving
the history of our community. Joe’s dog, Eli,
is the subject of Laura Shmerler’s article that
speaks to helping friends of the furry kind.
Since before the days of spring house
refrigeration, the Jones Falls has been a
significant part of our area’s resources and
it desperately needs our attention today. My
article discusses new developments in water
quality management. Years of community
growth have taken their toll on the ‘runs’
or creeks that traverse our neighborhoods
and left them in a fragile condition. Become
educated and then get involved in their
rescue.
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Similarly, I hope I can motivate you to
change your ‘trashy behavior’. It seems that
Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland residents are
very successful recyclers so Baltimore County
is challenging us to lead the way toward
even higher recycling rates. In the article I
fess up to my former trashy habits and show
how easy it is to increase our recycling rate.
If you have sensitive personal
papers that you cannot place in
recycling, RRLRAIA is sponsoring
a community ‘Shredder Day’
on October 19. Like our very
successful April Dumpster Day at
which neighbors filled four huge
dumpsters to the brim, Shredder
Day will offer you another
opportunity to clean house.
I’m sure you have experienced
the completed Charles Street
bridge over I-695. With the
new traffic patterns, landscaping and
signage, this gateway to our community is
a magnificent sight especially compared to
its former self. Enjoy Jessica Paffenbarger’s
article about this substantial SHA project –
why it was undertaken, what it entailed and
what it all cost.
As the air cools and the trees begin to
turn, spend some quality time in Robert E.
Lee Park. Nancy Horst of the Park’s Nature
Council updates us on some of the park
rangers’ programs and activities. Of particular
note is the conservation project for the
Baltimore Checkerspot butterfly and Ranger
Bart Viguer’s photos are again on show in full
color.
Finally, we are excited about recent changes
to our website design to better address
community interests. Let us know how the
site can serve you even better and if you
have ideas you would like us to include in
the newsletter or pursue as an organization.
We thank you for your continued support and
hope you will join us for the Annual Meeting
on September 23. Details are on page 19;
I guarantee it will be a lively, informative
event. See you there!
Barbara Guarnieri
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Barbara Guarnieri

Bliss McCord
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Charles Street Interchange Project
by Jessica Paffenbarger

No more orange cones; no more forced lane merging; no more
unexpected detours…it’s a freewheeling ride through the I-695/
Charles Street bridge roadway after the multi-year project
was finally completed late last year, or was it early this year?
The memories are fading fast! It was more than 3-1/2 years
ago that drivers were first notified by large signs about the

Q.1 How many linear feet of traffic barrier were used?
Q.2 How many of those orange and white drums were
used for traffic lane control?
Q.3 How many support piles does the new bridge 		
have?
Q.4 How many tons of asphalt were used? (Hint – less
than 50,000 tons.)
Q.5 How many linear feet of guardrail were installed?
Q.6 How many cubic yards of concrete were used?
construction of new sidewalks and ramps to meet ADA standards;
and traffic signal and traffic sign upgrades, new retaining walls,
landscaping and installation of Charles Street Scenic Byways
markers (see photo).
Now that it is over, can you guess the answers to the challenging
questions (above) about the construction project?
Continued on page 5

Finished at last

Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

impending work. This major project was designed and managed
by the State Highway Administration (SHA), which employed
the Six-M Company of Delta, Pennsylvania, as the prime
contractor. Amazingly, when all is said and done, the lengthy
and complicated undertaking didn’t really cause too many traffic
difficulties. Staying alert to lane changes was probably the most
challenging one.
After all this time, what exactly
was the project about? SHA
stated the goal of the project
was to replace the existing bridge
in order to increase the width
and length (to allow for future
widening of I-695) and to achieve
better traffic flow in the area.
Apparently, the ‘roundabout’ at
the top of Charles Street failed to
regulate the traffic entering and
exiting the Beltway as effectively
as hoped. The SHA explained
Scenic byways marker
that the project consisted of
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
reconstruction of the interchange
ramp and construction of a new
ramp from Charles Street to I-695W/I-83N; removal of the Charles
Street roundabout and reconstruction of the area to a fully
signalized intersection; realignment of Clark Avenue; conversion
of the extended Bellona Avenue/ramp for local business access
only; rehabilitation of the I-695 bridge over the Light Rail;
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Ford’s Forge
by Joseph Coale

In 1835, after the Baltimore and
Susquehanna Railroad cut through
the rural Roland Run Valley, a small
piece of land found itself caught
between the railroad and the road
we know now as Bellona Avenue,
formerly Powder Mill Road. This is
the present-day site of the Citgo
station just south of Malvern Avenue.
The one-and-a-third acre parcel was
purchased by Thomas Ford from
Philemon Coale for $115.00.

in operation for a number of years
servicing the farming and milling
communities and the many coaches
and wagons of the growing region.
It’s challenging to imagine this site as
more than just another contemporary
gas station. No pictures of the smithy
are known to exist, but it must have
been a standard operation for its day,
with heavy breathing bellows stoking
a flaming forge. Certainly it was a
destination spot where neighbors
would gather to discuss news of the
day and local events now long lost to
history. It would have been a good
vantage point to view the troop trains
headed south for the Civil War and
Lincoln as he passed by on his way to
the Gettysburg battlefield dedication
in November of 1863.

In the deed transferring the property,
the site was identified as being on
“the country road from Ed Rider’s
Example of a blacksmith forge of this period J.D. Chalfant painting
mill to the Bellona Gunpowder
“The Blacksmith”
Works.” Here, Mr. Ford established
a blacksmith operation. By 1850
the value of the property had increased to $500.00 and Thomas,
Our neighbor to the southeast, on what was called the York Road
now 65, his wife Elizabeth, 56, and daughters Augusta, 19, and
Turnpike, took the name of its local smithy, George Rodgers, and
Louisa, 14, were well established. The shop continued to stay
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is now known as Rodger’s Forge. If we were to have followed the
same course in naming our community, it would now be called
Ford’s Forge, a little bit of a tongue twister – I prefer the wisdom
of our predecessors in choosing Ruxton.
For those interested in the history of our unique and colorful
community, copies of “Middling Planters of Ruxton 1694-1850” are
available at Ruxton Pharmacy, 7621 Bellona Ave. A portion of the sale
proceeds is donated to the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation for their
beautification and preservation program. This history was published by
the Maryland Historical Society in 1996 and there are a limited number
of copies left.

Answers to Challenging
Questions About the
Charles Street/I-695 Work
A.1 More than 9,800 linear feet of traffic barrier
were used.

Charles Street Interchange Project

A.2 838 drums were used.

Continued from page 3

A.3 The new bridge has 356 support piles with a total
driven length of 11,000 feet.

Answers can be found at right.
Now that you have learned just how incredibly complex this
project was, how much did it cost? In total the SHA spent
$43.6 million to complete the bridge project. That’s a lot of
money but I think we would all agree that the bridge looks
great and functions really well! Thank you SHA for making this
massive undertaking really quite painless and for giving us such
a beautiful gateway to our community.

A.4 36,284 tons of asphalt were used.
A.5 Over 10,500 linear feet of guard rail
were installed.
A.6 The answer is…12,321 cubic yards of concrete 		
were used. At an average weight of 3,998 pounds
per cubic yard, this equals 49,259,358 pounds!!!

Thanks to the Maryland State Highway Administration for providing
these fun facts.
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Home Sales in Ruxton /
Riderwood / Lake Roland
Sold Properties from January 2013 – July 2013
Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Address
List Price		Sold price
702 Abell Ridge Circle (land)		
420,000
1 Acorn Hill Lane
749,000
612,000
1611 Alston Road		
360,000
912 Applewood Lane		
825,000
912 Army Road
489,000
490,000
7311 Bellona Avenue
1,349,000
1,175,000
8217 Bellona Avenue
490,000
485,000
408 Brightwood Club Drive		
255,000
405 Brightwood Club Drive
310,000
270,000
6132 Buckingham Manor Drive
409,000
385,000
6314 Canter Way
639,995
630,000
6333 Canter Way		
670,000
8225 Carrbridge Circle
479,500
438,900
8231 Carrbridge Circle
499,900
410,000
506 Charles Street Avenue
277,000
277,000
6732 Charles Street Avenue
789,000
765,000
6627 Charlesway
620,000
605,000
503 Chestnut Avenue
419,900
410,000
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Address

List Price	Sold

619 Chestnut Avenue
349,900
1846 Circle Road		
8 Coldwater Court
420,000
12 Coldwater Court
375,000
16 Coldwater Court
349,000
1303 Copper Hill Road		
7605 Curving Lane		
10 Dembeigh Hill Circle
675,000
13 Devon Hill Road
435,000
13 Devon Hill Road
264,900
906 East Wind Road
539,000
7 Halston Court
545,000
11 Halston Court
535,000
8108 Halton Road
599,800
4 Hume Court
595,000
8206 Jeffers Circle
349,900
1305 Jeffers Court
255,000
1402 Jeffers Road		
1405 Jeffers Road		
1517 Jeffers Road		
1513 W. Joppa Road
499,900
1727 W. Joppa Road		
37 Judges Lane
415,000
9 Lacosta Court
295,000
13 Lacosta Court
299,900
6012 Lakehurst Drive
575,000
821 Loyola Drive
249,500
817 Loyola Drive		
1010 Malvern Avenue
769,900
1507 Malvern Avenue		
602 Meadowridge Road
574,900
27 Murray Hill Circle
725,000
6000 Overlook Place
485,000
618 Piccadilly Road
537,300
508 Piccadilly Road
480,000
409 Range Road
299,800
411 Range Road
425,000
429 Range Road
439,500
434 Range Road		
8013 Rider Avenue
699,000
1217 Robin Hood Circle
499,000
5 Roland Court
787,700
7916 Roldrew Avenue
275,000
3 Ruxlea Court
600,000
1816 Ruxton Road
829,000
1818 Ruxton Road
1,490,000
1902 Ruxton Road		
1938 Ruxton Road
749,500
8204 Ruxton Crossing Court
579,000
7804 Ruxwood Road		
305 South Wind Road		
7926 Springway Road
260,000
8035 Strauff Road
525,000
8037 Strauff Road
585,000
1615 Templeton Road		
8209 Thornton Road
299,500
1000 West Wind Court
650,000
1204 Wine Spring Lane
467,900
108 Woodbrook Lane
1,295,000

price

349,000
540,000
407,500
350,000
325,000
460,000
575,000
675,000
420,000
250,000
510,000
545,000
535,000
599,800
570,000
349,900
250,000
270,000
235,000
510,000
465,000
135,000
398,000
284,000
287,000
570,000
249,500
275,000
755,000
590,000
565,000
695,000
460,000
535,000
480,000
290,000
432,000
429,500
481,000
675,000
485,000
785,000
250,000
577,000
829,000
1,325,000
875,000
735,000
545,000
630,000
525,000
255,000
540,000
562,500
336,000
292,000
615,000
438,750
1,255,000

Mediterranean-Style Cod in Tomato & Wine Broth
Courtesy Eddie’s of Roland Park

A light, healthy dish that is bursting with fresh
flavors

Heat the oil in a large, non-stick skillet over medium-high heat.
Add garlic and sauté for 1 minute. Add the next 6 ingredients
(water through oregano). Bring to a boil and reduce the heat to
medium-low. Allow the broth to reduce slightly, about 5 minutes.

Serves: 4

Add fish (and shrimp,
if desired); cover and
simmer for 5 minutes.
Add olives and cook
for another minute.
The fish and shrimp
should look opaque.
To serve, carefully
transfer filet to a
plate or shallow bowl,
spoon some tomatowine broth over the
top, add a few shrimp
and sprinkle with
fresh basil.

Prep Time: 10 minutes
Cook Time: 12 minutes
1 Tb olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 C water
3/4 C dry white wine or dry vermouth
1/2 tsp crushed red pepper flakes
1 (14.5 oz.) can diced tomatoes, with juice
1-1/2 Tb capers, drained
1/2 tsp dried oregano
4 (6 to 8 oz.) cod filets
12 Kalamata olives, pitted and halved
1/4 lb extra-large raw shrimp, peeled and deveined (optional)
2 Tb chopped fresh basil

Eddie’s recommends pairing this dish with a dry white wine such
as Feudi di San Gregorio or Fiano Di Avellino, both imported from
Italy’s Campania region.

Ruxton Towers Eye Associates
We have been part
of the community
at the same location
in Ruxton Towers
for over 30 years.

Better Vision
for a Brighter
Tomorrow

We strive to provide you and your family with quality
TOTAL EYE CARE through the combined
expertise of ophthalmology, optometry,
and opticianry — at our all-in-one office.

Listed in “TOP DOCS”
BALTIMORE MAGAZINE
2012 & 2011

Ruxton Towers F Suite 104 F 8415 Bellona Lane F Towson, Maryland 21204
410-828-9270 F 410-321-0124 (fax) F www.ruxtoneye.com
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When Man’s Best Friend Gets Lost
by Laura Shmerler

Two short years ago our family entered the
world of dog ownership. For those of you
fully entrenched in this world, this may
seem like a non-event. For those of us
unfamiliar with, or new, to this world, it
is an uncharted territory of immense love
and friendship but also new, and sometimes
overwhelming, responsibility.
The primary responsibility of dog owners
is to keep our dogs safe from harm. In so
doing, we must insure that our pets do not
run away from home. But even the most
devoted dogs have been known to wander
or to break through an electric fence. The
statistics are daunting – every two seconds
a family pet is lost.
While protections such as dog tags, monogrammed collars and
microchips are useful (see Neighborhood NEWS Fall 2012, “Lost,
Loveable Lab…Please Call!”), they are not failsafe. What can
you do when your dog becomes lost? In 2009 Ruxton-Riderwood
resident Joe Coale’s beloved dog Eli ran away from his groomer’s
house in Dundalk. Unfortunately, because Eli was being groomed,

his tag had been temporarily removed. This left Joe
and his family with the most difficult task of finding
their dog, who was not wearing any identification
whatsoever, in an unfamiliar neighborhood.
Joe immediately began an exhaustive search for Eli
following all relevant guidelines provided by the
ASPCA and the Baltimore County Animal Shelter. The
search began with a wide canvassing of the area
where Eli was last seen. Joe posted ‘lost dog’ fliers
on more than 150 utility poles and placed the fliers
in more than 1,000 nearby mailboxes. Joe visited the
local animal hospital in addition to the firehouses.
Joe spoke with the local mail carriers. He offered
a monetary reward. He scoured the local schools,
cemeteries, parks and athletic fields.
Joe also repeatedly visited and registered his
loss with the local animal shelters, the Baltimore
County Humane Society and the ASPCA. The ASPCA states that
more than 20% of pets that come to the shelter are lost pets.
Unfortunately, most shelters will hold a lost pet for only three to
five business days before putting the animal up for adoption. If a
pet is deemed ‘unadoptable’, the agency will only hold the animal
for five days before euthanizing it.
Joe posted the loss of Eli on Craigslist’s “missing pets” section.
Television personalities Marty Bass and Don Scott mentioned
Eli’s plight on the local CBS morning show. Joe hired a national
robo-call company to send out a mass call to 1,500 homes within
the Dundalk area and put color ads in the local community
newspapers. He also engaged the services of Dogs Finding Dogs,
a pet detective service.
Dogs Finding Dogs (DFD) is owned and operated by Anne Wills
of Catonsville, Maryland. This non-profit organization, currently
operating in Maryland, Pennsylvania, District of Columbia,
Virginia and Delaware, is ready day and night to search for lost
pets. Demand for their services is so high that Anne is helping to
set up branches of the organization in California, Massachusetts,
Houston, Atlanta and Chicago. The fee for DFD’s services is a
suggested donation of $175 and those who cannot pay are
supported by a fund set up by grateful patrons.
When called by panicked owners in search of animals, DFD will
calm them and help them to launch their search. First, Anne
walks the owner through steps similar to those Joe took – calling
shelters, posting information and, if the animal is lost near the
home, setting up enticing scent trails with familiar objects and
food stations. Then Anne activates one of her eleven teams of
volunteers whose owners and dogs have been specially trained
and accredited to standards set by the National Tactical Police
Dog Association.
When volunteer owners place a special vest on the trained
dogs, the dogs know immediately to go into search mode.
Using information gathered from the owner, as well as a ‘scent
identifier’, the foraging dogs and owners set out on their mission.
According to Anne, dogs have a sense of smell about 100 times
Continued on page 18
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Greater Ruxton Area Foundation Report
by Joeseph Coale

Our successful Fall 2012 Fund Drive made possible a
spring clean-up of the planted and enhanced areas in
the community entrusted to the Foundation. Thank you
to the scores of families who monetarily support our
efforts. If you are among the contributors, you can take
pride in seeing your money well spent on improving our
shared surroundings. Hopefully, more of our neighbors
will see the wisdom of supporting these enhancement
projects, since each home exists within the framework
of its neighborhood. When a neighborhood is beautified,
it reflects positively on all of the homes in it. We would
love to expand the areas we enhance but we are limited
to resources donated by community members.
Additional work has been completed, or is in the works,
along the Bellona Avenue
corridor, both at Berwick
Avenue and at Malvern
Avenue. The latter cleanGRAF Board members working in the field (L to R): Fred Eisenbrandt, Kimberly
up work is planned for the
Warren, Joe Coale, Tom Weadock, Peter Gerard (heavy equipment operator!), Leigh
weedy parcel just north of
Hall, George Grose
the Citgo station. This site
Continued on page 21
had its genesis in 1834
after the construction of
the railroad left a small
parcel between the tracks and Bellona Avenue (then described as
the “road to Rider’s Mill”). It has been abandoned and neglected
ever since – a rich resource for any aspiring archeologist studying
twentieth century American road trash.
The Foundation’s commercial partners have aided its progress by
contributing their services either pro bono or at reduced rates.
Each year Carroll Tree Service feeds the American hollies at the
Ruxton Road mill stone park, the Rider House and in the open
space area at the southwest corner of Joppa Road and Bellona
Avenue. Lawn Doctor of Towson has fed our grass at the Rider
House and mill stone park for several years. Ali Landscaping
continues to be responsive and committed to giving great
value for our dollar. Repairs of the Rider House’s historic front
door were completed by Thomas Brown, Woodwright LLC. His
meticulous care of the door and the hardware’s upgrade to period
pieces are in the finest tradition of historic preservation.
The Foundation was pleased to assist Baltimore County and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the coordination of a study of
Roland Run flooding. The issues here have been studied for years
and it is time to act.
The Johnson spring/milk house on Falls Road just north of
Rockland and adjacent to the yellow barn (see Neighborhood
NEWS Fall 2009) is being rehabilitated and restored. This spring/
milk house sits in a pastoral scene redolent of earlier days and
has provided a valued view for many generations. The Foundation
is honored to assist with funding for this worthwhile project.
We welcomed local residents Tom Weadock and David Meese to
the Foundation Board this year, along with Kathy Mountcastle,
former RRLRAIA president. They bring with them fresh insight
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It Takes a Lot of Villages to Save a Bay
by Barbara Guarnieri

As summer winds down and we leave behind the pleasures of
swimming and boating on our local waters, you may be relieved
to know that a dedicated group of professionals and activists
remains constantly vigilant about the quality of those waters.
But that vigilance does not belong only to them. You, too, play
a part in keeping our local waters clean and safe. The long-lived
campaign to ‘Save the Bay’ includes actions you can take right in
your own backyard. As the ‘Save the Bay’ campaign has taken on
a new visibility due to recent legislative changes, we thought it
would be a good time to revisit water quality issues as they relate
to the waters found within the RRLRAIA area.
By the terms of the Clean Water Act (1972) and the Safe
Drinking Water Act (1974), the U.S. federal government manages
and implements programs to protect and improve the health
of our nation’s water bodies. The overarching goal of these
acts is to achieve water cleanliness standards that will make
most waters safe for swimming and fishing. The Acts authorize
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish and
enforce standards of overall water quality for all water resources
– drinking water, recreational water, even wastewater. State
governments implement and enforce the standards and are also
empowered to establish secondary standards specifically tailored
to the water resources and quality issues found within their
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jurisdictions. For example, in 1997 Maryland developed Watershed
Implementation Plans (WIPs).
The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are both charged
with protecting, maintaining and improving water quality for
the state and overseeing implementation plans. But the largest
estuary in Maryland is the Chesapeake Bay whose 64,000 square
mile watershed stretches beyond state boundaries to include
water sources in New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia,
West Virginia and Washington, DC. As such, the Bay requires
collaborative management and enforcement of water policies
and strategies. Despite collective action since the early 1990s,
attaining EPA standards for water quality in the Bay remains an
elusive goal. The primary culprits are nitrogen, phosphorus and
sediment, all things that wash into the Bay from normal water
runoff, wastewater treatment plants and storm waters.
To combat these pollutants the EPA, in collaboration with all of
the local jurisdictions, instituted new standards in 2010 that took
the form of a pollutants ‘diet’ known as ‘total maximum daily load’
(TMDL). The diet for the Bay is based upon decades of research
by public agencies and private groups such as the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation. They studied stream flow characteristics, sources
of pollution, distribution and acreage of land use, pollutant
behaviors, weather data and other critical factors. Based on the

data, the EPA assigned each
Bay jurisdiction particular
levels of acceptable pollutants
(TMDLs) with timetables for
achieving them by 2025 and
each jurisdiction was required
to create implementation plans.
The EPA will monitor progress
in two-year increments.
Maryland has always been a
leader in the multi-state effort
to clean up the Bay; that
leadership has not changed
with the new TMDLs. In fact,
the State continues to take
an aggressive, though perhaps
controversial, approach to water
quality management. In 2012
the State passed legislation
mandating that each of the
ten largest jurisdictions must
establish a storm water fee
structure to pay for projects
benefiting water quality
and supporting the goals of
the TMDLs. To comply with
that State law, in April 2013
Baltimore County instituted
a mandatory ‘tax’ upon every
property owner, the proceeds
of which will go toward storm
water management. Council
members appeared to have
supported the bill because they
felt the State gave them no
alternative but to comply with
the mandate.
Annually, owners of singlefamily homes will pay $39,
condos $32 and townhouses
$21. In addition, business
owners will be assessed fees
using a formula that sets
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) map showing health of our neighborhood streams. Marked on the
a fee for every square foot
map are the results of the Maryland DNR tests performed on the streams in our area in 2005/6 and again in 2010/11.
of impervious surface (roof,
Assessment Results:		
Measurement Program:
driveways and parking lot)
they own. Non-profit and
n good n fair n poor
s Stream Wader l Maryland Biological Stream Survey
religious organizations will
also be assessed but at a much
reduced rate. Not surprisingly
residents who attended the Council’s April voting session voiced
County businesses, some of which could pay fees greater than
similar objections to yet another County tax.
$30K a year, are vocal in their distaste of this new fee. Owners
In addition to supporting storm water infrastructure
of commercial properties can, however, offset their fees with
improvements, the fees will address water quality improvements
runoff management and remediation credits. The goal is, after
using best management practices. These practices include a
all, to manage the storm water, not simply to tax the ‘abusers’.
host of programs from civic education to reforestation to the
Despite approving the legislation, Councilwoman Vicki Almond
integration of multi-system overseers, all devoted to maximizing
opined that the bill left open a great many questions. Remarking
storm water control and minimizing water pollution. Maryland has
that Maryland has gained a reputation for ‘taxing everything that
also committed to measuring water quality progress every two
moves,’ Councilman David Marks voted against the bill. Many
Continued on page 22
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Friday Night Lights –
Your Community Plan
in Action

by Bliss McCord

If you are a loyal follower of RRLRAIA activities and publications, you have
probably heard us refer – a lot! – to the 2010 Community Plan. That plan,
part of the larger Baltimore County Master Plan, is our area’s ten-year road
map for growth and enhancement and took quite a lot of work to develop. If
you have ever wondered, “So what does that mean to me?”, look no further
than last May’s banner event, Friday Night Lights, for a good example of the
Community Plan in action.
Each committee of the RRLRAIA Board has been charged with setting goals
for ways to implement relevant parts of the Plan. Friday Night Lights,
conceived by the Enhancements and Historic Preservation Committee, and
under the deft leadership of Patrick Jarosinski and Kelley Keener, took a
big step toward fulfilling one such goal: “Designate communal gathering
areas within our neighborhood commercial areas.” The thinking behind this
objective was pretty obvious. Bringing neighbors together is always good for
community cohesion; doing it in a commercial area gives business owners
and residents the opportunity to know one another in a casual setting; and
bringing residents into the commercial area is good for the businesses.

(Top) – The Graul’s ‘promenade’ transformed
into Party Land
(Middle) – Dorothy and Dennis Graul enjoy the
evening which was co-sponsored by Graul’s
Market
(Above) – Will and Maddie Weinfeld with their
father, Michael, owner of Ruxton Station and
one of the event sponsors
(Right) – Mark McGrath (L), Fred Eisenbrandt
(center) and Tom McShane (on drums) liven up
the festivities
Photos courtesy Nettie Washburn
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With the enthusiastic cooperation and hard work of the owners of Ruxton
Village and Ruxton Station, Dennis Graul and Michael Weinfeld, last May’s
inaugural community event was excitedly received and will, we hope, be
repeated sometime this fall.
Enjoy the photos by Nettie
Washburn and our on-thespot reporter’s guide to the
evening. We welcome your
feedback about Friday Night
Lights as well as your ideas
for similar get-togethers at
other commercial sites.

(Left) – Friends Sam King, Eli Webb and Jay Campbell in Roseda
‘hamburger heaven’
(Below) – Young partygoers milling around concession table, drawn by the
aroma of grilled hamburgers

(Left) –
Resident Tom
Washburn
and RRLRAIA
Board member
Keith Murray

NEWS FLASH!!
Friday Night ‘Lights’ up
Ruxton with New Event
by Lucy Keener

On Friday, May 31, Ruxton families and friends – over 100
strong – gathered outside Graul’s Market for a fun and
relaxing evening at a new event, Friday Night Lights. After a
long week of work and responsibilities, what could be more
pleasant? With a burger prepared by Graul’s in one hand,
and a Ruxton Southside in the other, it was easy for me to
see the true sense of community that exists here.
The band kept us entertained from start to finish, with
featured musicians Fred Eisenbrandt, Tom McShane and Mark
McGrath. Mark’s son, Jack, a guitarist, made his debut and
rocked the crowd with his talent. Kids ran around with their
faces painted by volunteers and hair done by the stylists
of Salon Method. The Brooklandville Fire Department even
provided two fire trucks.

(Right) – Event planner and
RRLRAIA Board member Kelley
Keener and husband Mark
(Middle) – Linda Eisenbrandt
enjoying the party with Board
member Patrick Jarosinski, one
of the organizers
(Bottom) – Resident Melissa
Warlow checks out the offerings of Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake
Roland and Robert E Lee Park
Nature Council

Photos courtesy
Nettie Washburn

Others that contributed to the huge success of Friday
Night Lights include Dennis Graul, along with his awesome
staff, Michael Weinfeld and the shops at Ruxton Village
and Ruxton Station. The money raised by the event was
donated to the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation to help keep
flowerbeds and roadsides clean and well planted.
RRLRAIA, the shops at Ruxton Station and Ruxton Village
truly brought the community together and we look forward
to the next Friday Night Lights!
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Baltimore Checkerspot Recovery Project
by Nancy Worden Horst

The spectacular Baltimore Checkerspot
butterfly (Euphydryas
phaeton Drury) is
an increasingly rare
butterfly inhabiting
marshy areas in
the eastern United
States. This butterfly,
the Maryland State
insect, is responsible
for pollinating a
variety of local plants.
There are several
factors responsible
for the decline of the
Checkerspot, but chief
among them is habitat
degradation caused
largely by the draining
of wetlands and the
Photos courtesy Ranger Bart Viguers
over-browsing of deer.
To promote a
greater public
awareness of the
threats to this
butterfly, several
local organizations
have begun
programs for
captive breeding
and release of the
Checkerspot as
well as wetland
restoration.
Others have begun
to monitor the
population of Checkerspots in the wild to ascertain their health
and their relationship to their habitat.
Since 2012, lepidopterists (scientists
who study moths and butterflies),
naturalists and volunteers
throughout the State have banded
together under the aegis of
Maryland’s Natural Heritage Program
to develop a practical, scientifically
sound and collaborative conservation
strategy to protect and sustain the
butterfly. (See http://dnr.maryland.
gov/wildlife/plants_wildlife/
baltimorecheckerspot.asp.)

Baltimore Checkerspot
Life Cycle
After mating in June, Baltimore
Checkerspot females deposit eggs,
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in clusters, on the undersides of the leaves of white turtlehead
(Chelone glabra). During her one- to three-week lifetime (males
don’t live much longer), a female Baltimore
Checkerspot may lay multiple egg clusters,
each containing hundreds of eggs.
The eggs develop during the next 20 days
before hatching into caterpillars (larvae).
These larvae begin feeding and build a
communal web (which provides protection
from predators), often at the end of a
turtlehead leaf. Caterpillars stop feeding in
August and enter diapause (a slow-down of
the metabolism). At the end of October, the
larvae move out of the web and descend to
the leaf litter below (dead plant material
such as leaves, bark and twigs that has
fallen to the ground) where they overwinter.
As the weather warms in early Spring, the
larvae move from their nest in the leaf
litter or mulch to the plants to begin eating
again. Well-fed
caterpillars enter
the chrysalis
stage in May,
develop into
butterflies
and the entire
cycle begins
again. Adult
Checkerspots
feed on a
variety of
plants including
common
milkweed,
dogbane, oxeye, and penstemons. (For a more complete list,
see page 15.)

Checkerspot Recovery Project
The Checkerspot Recovery Project involves ecologists, naturalists
and volunteers throughout
Maryland. With The Baltimore
Checkerspot Recovery Team
and other State and County
agencies, participants conduct
surveys of wild colonies of the
butterflies and their habitat,
evaluate the landscape of
potential reintroduction sites,
and determine the most effective
methods of reintroduction. Sites
able to sustain turtlehead as well
as other nectar plants are the
most suitable but only if invasive
species can be controlled and
browsing deer can be restricted.

Cherckerspot Recovery Project at
Robert E. Lee Park
This past winter, volunteer Howdy Knipp and park rangers built a
wood-and-wire cage to safely house both the Checkerspot larvae
and the plants that sustain them: turtlehead and penstemons for
the caterpillars and fleabane,
blackberry
and milkweed
for the adults.
Park rangers
raised the
Checkerspots
for education
and for future
release into
the Park and
surrounding
communities.
In addition to
the hatching
cage, rangers
and volunteers
planted
turtlehead in
several areas
throughout the Park to support the butterfly population once
they were released; these plantings were enclosed to keep out the
deer.
Long-range plans include organizing a ‘Turtlehead Trail Group’
of interested neighbors, garden clubs and nature lovers who will
volunteer to plant turtlehead in yards and gardens radiating
outward from the Park to expand the surrounding habitat and
further ensure the life cycle of the released Checkerspots.

Checkerspot Recovery Project in Your Backyard

beware! Because the caterpillars will die if they feed on treated
plants, you must confirm that the cultivars you purchase have
been grown without pesticides. It is difficult to find untreated
plants as many nurseries, even those specializing in native
species, treat their plants with pesticides. Look for the plant sale
at Robert E. Lee Park this autumn for butterfly-friendly, untreated
plants. Or, check out the Maryland Native Plant Society website
http://mdflora.org/publications/nurseries.html for a list of
nurseries that specialize in native plants. However, always call
and check with the nursery before you order.
Native plants that sustain Checkerspot butterflies:
Common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
Dogbane (Apocynum spp.)
Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare)
Penstemons, viburnums (Viburnum recognitum Fernald and
Viburnum acerifolium)
White ash (Fraxinus americana)
Lousewort (Pedicularis spp.)
Honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.)
Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa) – not butterfly bush
Daisy fleabane (Erigeron annuus Pers.)
Hoary mountain mint (Pycnanthemum incanum Michx.)
Short-toothed mountain mint (Pycnanthemum muticum 		
(Michx.) Pers.)
Virginia mountain mint (Pycnanthemum virginianum)
Wild blackberry (Rubus spp.)
For further information, contact community@relpnc.org.

You, too, can contribute to this effort by planting some of the
species listed at the end of this article. While this sounds simple,

Autumn Leaves at Robert E. Lee Park
With cooler weather on its way, activities ramp up at Robert E.
Lee Park. Park rangers and volunteers have planned programs
for all ages and interests to enjoy. Planned activities include
a history walk, a fall campfire, bird walks with the Baltimore
Bird Club, senior activities including ‘senior strolls’, the
Halloween Hike and a ‘pioneer life’ program featuring
candle dipping, log cabin building and corn husk doll
making.
The popular County Parks’ program, “Nature Quest”, is
in full swing. Start your quest by picking up a Nature
Quest Passport at participating parks, your local
Wegmans grocery store, or online
at www.baltimorecountymd.
gov/Agencies/recreation/
programdivision/naturearea/
index.html. The Passport
directs participants to various outdoor

opportunities available at five of the County’s parks. Travel the
trails at Robert E. Lee and Cromwell Valley Parks,
Marshy Point and Oregon Ridge Nature Centers and
Benjamin Banneker Historical Park. After venturing
on one of the suggested hiking, biking or canoeing
quests, participants record adventures in the
Passport. Two such adventures, hiking the Railroad
Trail and canoeing the Willow Island Trail, take
place in Robert E. Lee Park.
After completing five quests, participants get free
admission to Nature Quest Fest on November 2,
2013 at Robert E. Lee Park and become eligible to
win prizes. Check the County website for more details and
launch your own family’s quest for nature’s riches right
here in our own treasure-filled neighborhood park. For more
information about adventures or programs at Robert E. Lee Park,
please visit the Park’s new website, www.relpnc.org.
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Enough Is Enough. Don’t Invade My Space!
around the box an inch in diameter. Let
this be a lesson to you – don’t let it
get to that point!

by Frances Horich

Who among us in this day and age wants to live
in an English manor house? In the last century
more than a few people aspired to this and what
has been left behind for us is a questionable
legacy. Their affinity for ivy-covered walls and
garden structures neglected to take into account
some of the negative aspects of using that (shall
we say aggressive?) plant. What do we do about
the fact that ivy can pull the bricks right out of
the mortar on our houses, strangle a 100-yearold tree and generally be invasive? Sadly, not
much.
You can fight ivy and, in some cases, must,
but don’t for one minute think you will be able
to declare complete victory. Every year, after
frantic spring turns to slower summer, I devote
a certain amount of time to pulling the ivy off
the foundation of the house where my mother
planted it to hide the stucco she didn’t like. A
few years ago I got a notice from the gas and
electric company that they couldn’t read the
meter. I guess not! There was a trunk wrapped

If ivy is growing up trees, cut the
stem and let it die on the tree and
remove it from the base of the plant.
If it has invaded your woodland,
you can strip out what you can and
then chase it with herbicides. There
are some systemic sprays that claim
to be successful: Garlon®, Rodeo®,
Accord®, Roundup® and the like, but
I think there’s some hyperbole in their
claims. I also worry about harming
the natives still left in the woods with
the herbicides. If you’re going to use
them, the important ingredient to look
for is triclopyr or glyphosate. Repeated
mechanical removal seems to be the
name of the game for me. I know ivy
can be very handsome and it takes the
shade well, but it’s a thug and it’s not

Ivy has taken over

Continued on page 21

Ruxton Tops the Recycling Heap
Continued from page 1

drinking cups and tops as well as my nursery flower pots
and plastic coat hangers are okay to recycle. I also see that
my reasonably clean aluminum baking foils and aluminum
food trays are recyclable, so off they go to recycling. I look for
information about the plastic mesh bags and learn these are not
recyclable in Baltimore County due to the particular sensitivities
of the recycling equipment. Back in the trash they go. Finally, I
decide to search for all the little scrap papers, Post-it® notes

16

and small paper goods like price tags and sales slips and pull
those, as they are totally recyclable. I recall a saying from one of
our children’s elementary school poster contests, “Every litter bit
counts!” and smile as I watch the trash pile getting smaller.

Reuse/Repurpose
This category includes all the non-recyclable items in my trash
that may still be useful to other consumers. I consult Baltimore
County’s Reuse Directory (www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
recycling), www.mdrecycles.org and www.earth911.org for
non-mainstream recycling resources. I find that flimsy plastic
bags can be recycled into composite plastic decking lumber. In
our area, Eddie’s, Graul’s, Whole Foods, Wegmans, MOM’s Organic,
Lowe’s and Fresh Market will accept clear and blue plastic bags
for recycling as well as dry cleaning bags and large plastic bags
used for bulk sales. They will even take clean produce and
newspaper bags. Of course, if I just used my reusable grocery
totes for all the shopping – the fruits and vegetables, the drug
store goodies and even the trips to stores like Target – I would
avoid bringing so much of this plastic home. I just need to
remember that they are in the back of the car!
I also have an embarrassing number of Ziploc® bags among my
plastics. I use them for all of my freezer goods and for leftovers.
I have been throwing these out for years but learned that these
bags are made from the same type of #4 plastic as the blue
shopping bags. I can take them to the same grocers mentioned
above for re-use if they are clean of foods. More importantly,
I can replace some of the bags I use with sealable plastic
containers for my freezer foods, leftovers and lunches. I just have
to be more aware!

for-dryer-lint#jump for safe instructions about how to do this.)
The Baltimore County Reuse Directory website http://resources.
baltimorecountymd.gov/Documents/Public_Works/solidwaste
management/2011reusedirectory130213.pdf lists many other
organizations which send unwanted goods to new owners. One
such company is Terracycle (www.terracycle.com) which devotes
itself to recycling previously unacceptable items for creative
reuse. The company ‘up-cycles’ goods, meaning they reuse
products in a new way (M&Ms® wrapper book covers or Capri
Sun pouch lunch boxes, for example) and they also manufacture
wholly new products such as dog bowls made from plastic cups
or fencing made from chip bags. Terracycle offers more than 40
different ‘brigades’ or types of product that you can sign up to
collect and ship for free directly to them. The products range
from food packaging to office supplies and include my old cell
phone and dead computer mouse. Off they will go in the mail
for a new purpose and a new life.

Collect/Compost
Every gardening season I promise to be better about composting.
Many websites explain the joys of composting and I am sure my
trash holds some treasures for the earth. But inquiries reveal
that Baltimore County codes do not allow food waste or paper
goods tainted by food to be placed in backyard compost heaps,
Continued on page 18

The CDs and DVDs I can send by post to Alternative Community
Training (www.actrecycling.org), a group that trains handicapped
workers, or to Back Thru the Future (www.cdrecyclingforfree.
org), a company that crushes the discs and recovers the #7
plastic for resale. Either way, I will feel better about them.
Because I also have so many styrofoam trays from cheese
and meats, I decide to figure out if these might be useful
to someone. It turns out that one of the primary styrofoam
industry recycling organizations is located in Crofton, Maryland.
The Alliance of Foam Packaging Recyclers (www.epspackaging.
org or 410-451-8340) sponsors a drop-off site at 1298 Cronson
Boulevard. They accept only clean #6 styrofoam containers (no
egg cartons and no packing peanuts). This location isn’t an easy
trip, so I also make a mental note to talk to my favorite grocer
about using more eco-friendly packaging – especially switching
out the use of so much styrofoam.
My cheese wax is a recycling no-no, but I find several clever
online sites promoting the making of candles from wax (www.
netplaces.com/candle-making/how-to-get-started/recycleyour-wax.htm)! A fellow Board member tells me this works very
well with a small cat food tin and some thick cotton string. The
wax search also leads me to projects using dryer lint. Many
websites suggest things to make or do with dryer lint but, with
the cheese wax on my mind, I see I can combine the wax and the
dryer lint in the small sections of a cardboard egg carton to make
fire starters – that is recycling eco-mania right there! (Visit www.
curbly.com/users/diy-maven/posts/3387-top-5-creative-uses-

17

When Man’s Best Friend Gets Lost
Continued from page 8

more accurate than humans. These scent-bound dogs will not be
daunted by difficult landscapes or weather conditions, nor will
they be distracted by other much-loved scents like squirrels. They
are trained to find any type of lost pet and are taught to treat
the found animal with respect. The difference between seeing
that animal as prey versus a search subject is all in the vest and
the training associated with that vest. Successful searches have
been as quick as 30 seconds and as long as three months. While
the group boasts a 94% recovery rate on its website, DFD was,
sadly, unsuccessful in its attempts to locate Eli.
To this day, the Coale family does not know what happened to
Eli. Joe simply states that he has never fully recovered from
this loss and his feelings that he let Eli down. We can all take
steps to protect our pets in the event that the pet wanders off,
proactively and immediately following a pet’s disappearance.
While these protections are not foolproof, they allow a pet owner
every opportunity to be reunited with his pet. Tragedies such as
that experienced by the Coale family cannot always be avoided.
As a family with a new dog, they serve to heighten my awareness
of the important responsibilities I have as an owner. Eli’s loss
will be my gain going forward. I hope it will be yours as well.
For more information and cute stories about searches for a White
House horse and a tortoise named Nemo, visit www.dfd.org.

Ruxton Tops the Recycling Heap
Continued from page 17

even covered ones. Some progressive states such as California
have added compostable food waste to their list of curbside
pick-up, so perhaps we can look forward to that one day. For
now, the food waste and the food-soiled papers must remain
in my trash. They will decompose in time so they don’t make
me feel too guilty. However, I’m sure I can significantly reduce
the amount of paper trash I generate by switching to the very
old-fashioned use of cloth cleaning materials, cloth napkins and
linen handkerchiefs that I can wash and reuse. I make a mental
note of that, too.

Re-fuse/Ref-use
What remains of my trash cannot be recycled, reused or
repurposed so it becomes the polluted earth I bequeath to
future generations. Let’s take a look at what is left and see if I
am really stuck with this refuse or if I can refuse to trash it by
changing my purchasing behavior. Rigid plastic containers with
a spine, the so-called ‘clam shell’ containers, are so widely
used in the grocery, food and electronics industries that they are
difficult to avoid. To ban the clam shell container will require a
national groundswell of protest. But, until the rules of recycling
are uniform across the country, we will have to act locally
but think globally. So again, while having that talk with your
favorite local grocer or restaurant about styrofoam, point out
that clam shells are also not acceptable. I will ask for recyclable
alternatives, where possible, or take my own plastic ware for
‘gourmet to go’ purchases.
The plastic wrap, plastic- and aluminum-lined containers,
animal food bags, seals and hard plastic packaging also do
not seem to be avoidable. I would have less food-soiled plastic
wrap if grocers used less styrofoam, so that may decrease over
time. I could replace the use of plastic wrap on leftovers with
reusable containers but I don’t always make that choice, so
there’s room for improvement. There doesn’t seem to be room
for change about container seals. Unfortunately for us, the
tainting of over-the-counter drugs and foods caused safety seals
to be used everywhere. That situation is not likely to change
any time soon so those will remain in my trash. I also thought I
was stuck with aluminum-lined pet food bags but Iams recently
began to offer earth-friendly packaging, so hope crawls slowly
forward on all four paws. But hope wanes for a change in the
hard plastic housing for things like batteries and light bulbs,
which are simply another form of clam shell container. Until we
ship less and package in lower tech containers (bring back the
cardboard!), these are probably not possible to eliminate no
matter how much noise we make. They will be going off to the
dump too.
Real cork, while not recyclable, does eventually decompose at
the landfill. So while I have to keep those in the trash, at least I
won’t be leaving them to the great grandchildren. Cork can also
be ‘up-cycled’ into other products (www.recork.org) so I will try
to pop only real corks henceforth. On second thought, the screw
top is more in my budget and it is wholly recyclable as are some
Continued on page 20
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Save These Dates
RRLRAIA Fall Roadside Litter Clean-up (SWAT)
8 – 10 a.m.
Saturday, September 14
Saturday, November 16
Meet at the Brooklandville Fire Station
10017 Falls Road (park in the rear)
RRLRAIA Sponsors Shredder Day
Saturday, October 19
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Riderwood Elementary School Parking Lot
Is paper taking over your house? Here’s your chance to dispose
of personal documents in a secure way. Staples, binder clips
and paper clips are all fine, but please NO plastic sleeves, plastic
binders or X-rays.
To volunteer or for more information/questions about any of
these events, call 410-494-7757 or visit www.rrlraia.org.
Roland Run Floodplain Study Public Information Meeting
Tuesday, September 24
6 – 8 p.m.
The Jefferson Building
Room 104
105 W. Chesapeake Avenue
Towson

RRLRAIA Annual Meeting
Monday, September 23
7 p.m.
‘OH, SAY CAN YOU SEE?” Yes you can! Mark your calendars for
the Annual Meeting on Monday September 23 at 7 p.m. in Father
George Lounge of Loyola High School’s Wheeling Hall.
In addition to the business of the Board of Governors we are
delighted to be presenting a special lecture by RRLRAIA member
Burt Kummerow, CEO and President of the MD Historical
Society. Mr. Kummerow will discuss the War of 1812 with
a specific focus on Ruxton and its environs. The festivities
surrounding the 200th anniversary of the war will climax next
year with celebrations honoring the famed battle at Fort McHenry.
Come and learn what occurred over the ramparts, in your own
backyard and get prepared for the battle redux!
Father George Lounge
Loyola High School’s Wheeling Hall
Park in the lower lot off Chestnut Avenue near the tennis courts.
Entry to the Hall is up the stairs at the southern end of the lot
and through the double doors.
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Ruxton Tops the Recycling Heap
Continued from page 18

of my plastic wine corks. Hmmm…. I am going to enjoy this kind
of shopping challenge!
I have only a few unsorted things left in my trash pile including
old batteries and light bulbs. I am good about bringing
bulky nondurable things like car batteries to the landfill for
special handling. On the other hand, I am not so good with
the smaller things like batteries or light bulbs. I am relieved
to learn that regular alkaline batteries today contain only tiny
amounts of metal so they have become more acceptable for
landfills; I leave them in the trash. Rechargeable batteries, on
the other hand, pose a problem as they are made with large
amounts of nickel-cadmium or lithium. As of now these cannot
be thrown in the landfill so I pull them out. I have switched
most of my light bulbs to the more efficient compact florescent
(CFL) type but those also pose a waste problem. Like the old
florescent bulbs they contain mercury and need special disposal.
I vow to separately store florescent and CFL bulbs along with
all rechargeable batteries until I can make a special trip to
Cockeysville to dispose of them. There are also several area stores
such as Home Depot, Lowe’s and MOM’s Organic that collect bulbs
and batteries along with the flimsy plastics. Check with your
favorite store or visit www.batteryrecycling.com/residential.
The textiles in my pile are most worrisome, especially the old
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nylons. In cooler weather I wear a lot of pantyhose and tights,
synthetics made from petroleum products. There are ways to
re-employ these, but ultimately even re-purposed uses come to
their own end and the material needs disposal. In the landfill
nylon has an extremely slow rate of decomposition and, thus, is
an enduring problem in the waste stream. It is found in so many
consumer products, from toothbrushes to ropes to backpacks
to coats and carpets, that it fills our dumps. Companies such
as DuPont that manufacture nylon and similar synthetics are
working hard to create reclamation and de-manufacturing
processes for the purpose of creating new materials. But currently
my nylons and toothbrush are not eligible. I can’t live without
the toothbrush but I might need to switch over to more sensible
socks – really?
No one said this would be easy! But we can change some of our
behaviors to help save the earth. I made real progress toward
the 50/50 goal of trash vs. recycling with this one inspection. It
will take some effort and thought on all of our parts to do this.
Become aware of how you add to the waste stream every single
day – then become a smarter consumer and disposer. Encourage
your family, friends and employers to follow suit. Clean up your
act, Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland, and show Baltimore County
how recycling is done! Go 50% green in zero thirteen!
For quick reference, please visit the RRLRAIA website for two
printable posters about recycling and reuse.

Enough Is Enough. Don’t Invade My Space
Continued from page 16

the only one.
Many, many plants which have been introduced because of
their vigor, good looks and usefulness turn out in the end to be
invasive exotics that push our native plants right out of their
habitats. Have you all noticed the carpets of ‘lovely’ yellow
flowers in the spring that are colonizing large spaces and are
popping up in new places every year? Let me introduce you to
Ficaria verna or lesser celandine/fig buttercup. So often I’ve
heard people say, “It’s not a problem; it disappears shortly.” It
may go in the Spring ephemeral category (plants that grow in
early spring, bloom and seed quickly, then usually die off aboveground) but don’t imagine that it’s presence is not being felt.
In my woodland this spring there were no signs of the Claytonia
virginica (cv ‘Spring Beauty’), Hepatica americana or Dentaria
laciniata (toothwort) that used to grow there.
How about we go to the other extreme, size-wise? I have loved
the wonderful, swaying ornamental grasses such as Miscanthus

Greater Ruxton Area Foundation Report

sinensis (Chinese silvergrass) for their presence in a garden,
but I’m rethinking that now as I see their seedlings popping up
in fields and borders to which they were not invited. Research
shows that some of the cultivars like ‘Morning Light’, ‘Kirk
Alexander’ and ‘Strictus’ set less viable seed and, therefore, are
not as invasive, but I would approach all grasses with caution.
Ailanthus altissima, the tree of heaven, is show-stopping when
in bloom but its habit of moving in and stopping all other
vegetation is not an attractive trait. The list of invasives, many
of which are not exotic, is very long. The trumpet vine, Campsis
radicans, is very floriferous and impressive on a wall or pergola,
but watch out; I have found its seedlings years after the original
plant was removed.
The moral of this story is to be wary of all plants until you know
their complete history. Nurserymen introduce new plants all
the time which they may have tested for a few years and found
beautiful and easy, etc.…not good enough! It takes a longer
time to know how a plant behaves. Everyone was very excited
when they first saw Houttuynia cordata ‘Chameleon’. I challenge
you to find anyone who is glad they ever planted what I like to
call ‘Hootenanny’!
Francis V. Horich, a landscape designer and horticulturist since 1982,
designs gardens for clients throughout the Baltimore area. She can be
contacted at fvhorich@aol.com or 410-925-9383.

Continued from page 9

and commitment to our preservation and enhancement mission.
As you can see from the photo on page 9, Board members
continue to be the backbone of the Foundation’s hard work.
The Foundation will again be requesting donations in the fall.
When you receive our mailing we hope your participation will
follow. We greatly appreciate your support. We will continue to
improve the community for all; be assured it is a mission worthy
of your commitment.

Johnson Milk/Spring House (Orlando Ridout IV, Edie & Jim Garrett,
Joe Coale)
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It Takes a Lot of Villages to Save a Bay
Continued from page 11

years, instead of once a decade. In an act of transparency, the
State has created an online program known as BayStat

Top Tips Toward Cleaner Water
IN THE HOME
• Dispose of unused medicines* properly (i.e., not down the
toilet).
• Dispose of chemicals* (e.g., cleaning products, paints and
pesticides) properly.
• Use chemical-free cleaning and painting products.
IN THE YARD
• Plant native flowers, shrubs and trees to manage runoff and
attract wildlife.
• Pick up and dispose of dog waste at home and when out for
a walk.
• Mulch and compost spring and summer lawn clippings and
fall leaves.
• Test soil and lawn before applying fertilizers; excess will not
make it greener!
• Use only recommended amounts for pesticides, fertilizers
and ice melting products.
• Use natural pesticides and herbicides.
• Use electric yard tools and mowers or even a hand mower.
• Fix car leaks immediately and dispose of used motor oil
appropriately.
• Avoid spills by using a funnel to fill yard tools and mowers
with gasoline and oil.
• Disconnect downspouts draining to pavement.
• Direct all downspouts to gravel, plants or rain barrels.
• Replace impervious driveway, patio and walkway surfaces
with porous materials.
ON THE WATER
• Fish responsibly: follow catch size rules and avoid
disturbing habitats.
• On shore or on the water, bag and carry away trash and
recyclables.
• When boating, keep all sewage until it can be disposed of
properly on land.
• Use low-impact ‘anti-fouling’ marine paints like ePaint on
the bottom of the boat.
Source: Blue Water Baltimore
* See www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/environment/
groundwatermgt/hazwaste.html
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(www.baystat.maryland.gov), a statistical overview of these
measures of water quality. Maryland hopes to achieve 70% of the
TMDLs by 2017 and complete them by 2020. Debate currently
centers around whether the State can apply the Bay’s TMDL
measures to the many waterways or should separate TMDLs be
formulated for each of the 40 larger tributaries. Activists support
the latter while the cash- and staff-strapped State supports the
former.
In our own neck of the woods the Jones Falls, the source of our
community’s lovely Lake Roland, plays a significant part in Bay
water quality. Baltimore County, Baltimore City and the Jones
Falls area watershed associations formed a unique partnership
early in the Bay clean-up movement to create strategies for
cooperative watershed restoration and management. This
partnership continues today in a much-strengthened framework
that in 2010 witnessed the merger of all the watershed
associations into a single organization for the region known as
Blue Water Baltimore (see Neighborhood NEWS Spring 2011).
The strategies established by these unique partners reach beyond
government solutions to include input and participation from
watershed organizations, citizen action campaigns, schools,
neighborhood associations and community volunteers.
The County, City and private groups continue to collaborate on
plans entitled ‘Small Watershed Action Plans’ (SWAPs), which
assess existing waterways and their surroundings, identify sources
of pollution, examine opportunities for restoration and protection
of the watershed, determine costs and outline action plans for
implementation. The RRLRAIA area falls within at least four
sub-watersheds of the Jones Falls including Lower Jones Falls A,
Roland Run, Ruxton Run and Towson Run. A 2008 SWAP for the
Lower Jones Falls included Lower Jones Falls A and focused on
the streams extending from the Slaughterhouse Branch to the

Fun Facts About the Chesapeake Bay
• Largest estuary in North America.
• Formed more than 12,000 years ago.
• Name is probably from an Algonquin word meaning ‘great
shellfish bay’.
• Land-to-water ratio is 14:1 – the largest of any water
body in the world.
• Average depth is 21 feet, but reaches 171 feet just south
of Annapolis.
• Shoreline is over 200 miles; watershed shoreline is over
11,600 miles.
• Holds more than 15,000,000,000,000 (trillion) gallons of
water.
• Fed by 50 major tributaries and 100,000 streams and
creeks.
• Supports 36,000 species of plants, animals and fish.
• Produces 500 million lbs. of seafood harvest yearly.
• Watershed area is home to 17 million people.
Source: Chesapeake Bay Foundation

harbor. The County is hoping to launch a new SWAP for the Upper
Jones Falls soon that will set goals for the other small streams
that run through our area. Among other issues, this SWAP awaits
a decision on the above-mentioned TMDL levels that will govern
tributaries.
RRLRAIA member and local clean water activist Nell Strachan
contacted us to discuss how the Association might engage

Ways to Help Clean
the Jones Falls Watershed
• Join the spring and fall stream clean-up efforts (see www.
rrlraia.org for further information).
• Contact DNR to become a Stream Wader (www.dnr.
maryland.gov/streams/streamwaders.asp).
• Collect data for the Maryland Biological Stream Survey
(www.streamhealth.maryland.gov/survey.asp).
• Join Blue Water Baltimore to aid in projects addressing
goals of the SWAPs (www.bluewaterbaltimore.org/getinvolved/).

neighbors in the activities supporting the goals of the SWAPs
and TMDLs. Nell is a member of the Baltimore County Commission
on Environmental Quality, an advisory board established by the
County Council. At a Commission meeting Nell met Dan Boward
of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. Dan directs a
volunteer group for DNR known as Stream Waders which collects
stream samples from over 75% of Maryland streams at least
once every five years. DNR uses the samples to monitor stream
health and aid in compiling the Maryland Biological Stream
Survey. Stream Waders data includes the nature and number of
invertebrate creatures (various flies, midges and aquatic worms)
present in the stream. Invertebrate life decreases in direct
relationship to increased sediment, nitrogen and phosphorus as
well as other toxic chemicals and metals in the stream, making
this data a good guide to stream health.

County efforts. Some stream beds have permanent monitoring
stations such as the one on Roland Run near Joppa and Thornton
Roads where physical, biological and chemical data are collected
routinely by the County and recorded for MDE reports. Most
streams are assessed on a revolving basis to meet State and
federal water quality goals and as part of the ongoing County
effort to create a physical catalog of all 2,100 miles of local
streams.
Completed goals for the Lower Jones Falls SWAP, the only SWAP
published to date, include storm drain stenciling, downspout
disconnection education, lawn care education, planting of water
gardens on public lands like the rain garden at Meadowood Park,
stream trash pick-up programs like the April Project Clean Stream
and streamside tree plantings of buffers like those at Park School
along Moore’s Branch. Efforts to address the Upper Jones Falls,
which include the other local streams, will begin when that
SWAP is published soon. Further information is available at www.
baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/environment/watersheds/
swap.html and www.bluewaterbaltimore.org.
We can all take an active part in seeing those SWAPs through to
completion. As you revel in fall’s many outdoor activities, educate
yourself about our local waterways and their environments. Take
a hike along a stream bed or paddle a canoe along one of our
runs. The sooner we take ownership of the goals for our area
waterways, the faster we will enjoy truly safe swimming and
fishing in our local waters (and retire that odious tax!). It will
literally take all of us in every village to save the Bay.

During his presentation, Dan suggested that the audience visit
the MDE website www.streamhealth.maryland.gov for localized
stream information. Nell did just that and learned that streams
in our area were assessed as ‘poor’ when tested by Stream
Waders (see DNR map on page 11). DNR also conducts more
comprehensive testing for other biological data in a program
titled Maryland Biological Stream Survey (MBSS). Further
investigation revealed that Towson Run and the streams on the
west side of Lake Roland (known as Lower Jones Falls A) were
assessed as ‘fair’ by MBSS standards. Disturbed by all this bad
news, Nell wondered what the Association and area residents
might do to help improve the water quality of our local streams.
With her encouragement, Nell and I met with Baltimore County
Environmental Protection and Sustainability staff to discuss
potential collaborative efforts. With only a small staff this office
oversees the Jones Falls Water Management Plan, among others.
We discovered that monitoring and improvement projects are
ongoing under the State WIP and local SWAPs, as well as other
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