
by Bliss McCord

For more than half of the nineteenth century The 
Bellona Gunpowder Company of Maryland was a 
nationally recognized leader in gunpowder manufac-
ture. Competing with the likes of the E. I. du Pont de 
Nemours Company, the company was among the first 
to develop that industry on a large scale in a young 
America. Although nearly all traces of that early 
explosive venture are long submerged beneath the 
water and silt of Lake 
Roland, let’s re-examine 
this early local industry 
and its place in history.

Although there had been 
crude attempts by early 
colonists to make small 
quantities of low-grade 
gunpowder as far back 
as the mid-1600s, the 
American Revolution 
was the catalyst for 
powder manufacturing 
in the U.S. During the 
early years of the war 
nearly all of the colo-
nists’ gunpowder needs 
were met with imports, 
an obvious and serious 
liability. In response 
to this precarious situation, “liberal proposals” were 
solicited by the Council of Safety to Marylanders as 
early as 1775 to build gunpowder mills in the state. 
That same year, the Baltimore Committee of Observa-
tion acknowledged the importance of gunpowder self-
sufficiency for Baltimore and suggested the construc-
tion of a gunpowder mill “not more than fourteen nor 
less than six miles from the city” for that purpose. It 
also recommended the mill be sited north of the city 
in the belief that any attack would likely come from 
the south.

Over the next twenty years, six mills were construct-
ed near Baltimore. One mill, built in 1791 on the 
banks of the Gwynns Falls, met with such success it 
was requisitioned to fill orders for the government. 
Unfortunately, a September 1812 accident caused 

the powder in the Gwynns Falls mill to explode in a 
fire that ultimately destroyed most of the buildings 
but spared the lives of its workers. With a loss of 
$20,000, the owners decided not to rebuild. Such a 
scenario was typical of this combustible industry.

Our local gunpowder mill, named for Bellona, the Ro-
man Goddess of War, was built in 1801. Its location, 
a remote seven miles north of Baltimore yet acces-
sible from Falls Road, was ideal. Waterpower, the 

most important 
requirement, 
was plentiful 
as it sat at the 
confluence of 
the Jones Falls 
and Roland Run. 
By 1810, the 
powder works 
were capable 
of manufactur-
ing thirty-two 
barrels of 
gunpowder per 
day. Under the 
ownership of 
U.S. Naval Agent 
James Beatty, it 
achieved nation-
al prominence 

and at its zenith employed nearly fifty workers and 
encompassed an area of 360 acres on the land parcel 
formerly known as Hector’s Hopyard.

The Bellona mills were typical for their time. The 
powder yard encompassed several mills and outbuild-
ings – one map shows four mills – that ground the 
ingredients together with rollers and then compacted 
and granulated them. The constructed millrace, a 
fast-moving stream of water diverted from the Jones 
Falls, powered the mill wheels before rejoining the 
river downstream. Powder mill construction was 
unique. Usually, one mill wall was built to be weaker 
than the other three or sometimes the fourth wall 
was missing entirely. That side was always oriented 
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Dear Neighbors,

Much of what you will read in this newsletter 
centers on the efforts this Association makes 
to maintain and improve the health and wel-
fare of our neighborhoods. Many of our com-
munity members volunteer their time toward 
the goals of our Association, the Foundation 
and other neighborhood and countywide orga-
nizations. Thank you! Such efforts contribute 
to the fabric of our wonderful neighborhoods 
and provide a strong sense of connection and 
personal satisfaction.

The first of our beautification efforts took 
place in April with one of our quarterly road 
and stream clean-ups. Our rain and wind 
storms appear to be increasingly 
more powerful, moving a lot 
of debris along the waterways 
which collects at stream bottle-
necks. Members of our Board 
have recently become involved 
in this issue in a larger capacity 
by joining the Small Watershed 
Action Plan and the Countywide 
Trash-Reduction Strategy com-
mittees, two efforts looking at 
ways to improve the well-being 
of the Lake Roland watershed 
and related waterways and 
review the effectiveness of Baltimore County 
trash collection, especially as it impacts road 
debris that harms waterways.

Our annual Dumpster Day was a huge suc-
cess. This year community members asked 
about adding an awareness aspect to these 
events. In response we added a collection for 
an additional organization, Thankful Paws, 
a non-profit mobile food bank for pets, as 
well as our usual recipients Goodwill and The 
Loading Dock.

The opening ceremony of Acorn Hill, the 
children’s creative play area in Robert E. Lee 
Park, was well-attended. The event, hosted by 
the County, included almost all of our local 
government officials, members of the Robert E 
Lee Park Nature Council, several of our Board 
members and many Park users, especially a 
crowd of delighted children. A huge thank you 
to Board members Jeffrey Budnitz and Elise 
Butler as well as former Board members Helga 

Morrow and the late Peter Maloney for their 
many years of commitment to the Park and 
their part in making Acorn Hill a reality.

Several Board members met with our new 
Towson precinct commander, Captain Jay 
Landsman, Jr., to discuss various security 
issues in our area. We continue to work with 
the County, our residential neighborhoods and 
retail centers to ensure that they are as safe 
as possible and accessible to all.

The Zoning Committee has been very active as 
it appears that construction of large addi-
tions and new houses is on the upswing. The 
Committee works closely with County agen-
cies, community members, local builders and 
architects to ensure adherence to the process 
for design review at the County level. We 
are fortunate that previous RRLRAIA boards 
were successful in having our area added to 

the communities subject to the 
Baltimore County Design Review 
Panel. The Zoning Committee 
also continually debates the most 
effective use of the Association’s 
volunteer and staff resources 
when dealing with the multitude 
of zoning and code enforcement 
issues it handles. Along with 
Peggy Squitieri, our Executive 
Director, this Committee remains 
very busy.

Watch our website for upcom-
ing dates for our fall events (see page 11 for 
details) including Shredder Day, the second 
Bare Hills Happy Hour for businesses and our 
routine street clean-up. Volunteer your time 
if you can and, if you do participate, please 
introduce yourself to me and the other Board 
members.

Our Annual Meeting in September will be at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd. An update 
will be provided on our committees’ goals and 
objectives and, with general elections coming 
in November, we will host a meet-and-greet 
social hour immediately prior to the meeting 
for our community members to meet candi-
dates for State Senate and House of Delegates 
seats. This is a great opportunity to meet 
these candidates, to revisit with old friends 
and for new community members to meet 
their neighbors. I look forward to seeing you 
in September.

Patrick Jarosinski
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by Joseph M. Coale

Our 2013 development campaign, which keeps our beatification 
and preservation on course, raised nearly $40,000. We appreciate 
the outstanding support from hundreds of residents.

At the May Board meeting Barry Truax was presented with the first 
Colonel Nicholas Ruxton Moore Community Service Award for his 
twenty years of service to the community, including serving as 
president of the Association and his role as first president of the 
Foundation and, most recently, as Foundation treasurer. This award 
will be given when an individual distinguishes himself or her-
self with meritorious work on behalf of the greater Ruxton area. 
Barry’s creativity and willingness to take on any mission to further 

our program sets the highest possible standard of excellence in 
community service. Barry will continue to serve in an emeritus 
capacity and as our publications consultant. Sibley Classen has 
taken over as treasurer having served in the same capacity with 
the Association. Sibley brings a financial expertise that will be of 
immense value as our Foundation’s outreach continues to grow.

The Foundation’s new website was established to update all resi-
dents with our mission, accomplishments, historical and project 
site photographs and narratives, development publications and 
financial contributors. On the site you will find a PayPal link for 
submitting secure tax deductible contributions. Please visit our 
site at http://ruxtonfoundation.org.

As important as our daily preservation and beautification work 
is, perhaps the unsung heroes of the Foundation program are the 
preservation easements we have accepted from property owners as 
an alternative to development. These are instrumental in preserv-
ing the special character of Ruxton and Riderwood from inap-
propriate infill development. Over the years, since we were truly 
a rural community, we have enjoyed a measure of that tradition 
which must be preserved for the future.

As we enter into the final months leading up to the 200th anni-

versary of the 
War of 1812, 
which ended in 
1814, we can 
be proud of our 
community’s 
role in repuls-
ing the British 
attack. Our 
namesake, Colo-
nel Nicholas 
Ruxton Moore, 
a Revolutionary 
War hero, again 
took to the field 
for his country 
and served as the Commander of the 6th Cavalry District (Balti-
more County). The Bellona Gunpowder Mills, located at what was 
then the confluence of Jones Falls and Roland Run (prior to Lake 
Roland), supplied the powder for Fort McHenry. Members of every 
family in the area were represented in various units called up to 
meet the foe – a truly proud legacy.
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Greater Ruxton Area Foundation Board  
Presents Award to Truax

Barry Truax (L) is presented with the inaugural Colonel Nicholas Ruxton 
Moore Community Service Award by current Foundation President Joseph 
M. Coale. Back, from L to R: current Foundation Board members Sibley 
Classen, Kathy Mountcastle, Barbara Guarnieri, David Meese, Kimberly 
Warren, James Knott, Tom Weadock, Chris West, Fred Eisenbrandt, Peggy 
Squitieri (RRLRAIA Executive Director), George Grose, David Whitman, and 
Bo Lewis.   Photo courtesy Joe Coale

Colonel Nicholas Ruxton Moore Community Service 
Award given to Barry Truax    
Photo courtesy Joe Coale
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by Nancy Worden Horst

Acorn Hill, a children’s creative 
play area in Robert E. Lee Park, 
opened in June to great shrieks of 
delight. The ribbon-cutting cer-
emony featured County Executive 
Kevin Kamenetz officiating while 
other elected officials, construction 
workers, parents, grandparents and 
Nature Council volunteers joined in 
the celebration.

In stressing the important role 
the Riderwood, Ruxton and Lake 
Roland area communities played in 
creating the children’s playground, 
the County Executive said, “The 
perseverance of the community 
made sure that [Acorn Hill] happened…This will bring in young 
parents and their children who will develop a generational love for 
the Park.” Kamenetz further stated, “I’ve never seen a public works 
project turn out so aesthetically pleasing,” referring to the refur-
bishment of Robert E. Lee Park. “[The view] is just breathtaking.” 
He said what began as a “kind of a dream…has become a fantastic 
amenity” for Baltimore County.

Following Kamenetz’s remarks, Coun-
cilpersons Vicki Almond and David 
Marks presented Helga Morrow with a 
Baltimore County Council Resolution 
congratulating the Nature Council’s 
Acorn Hill Committee on the open-
ing of the children’s playground (see 
photo below). Helga Morrow and Gail 
Stetten, together with the late Peter 
Maloney, a former RRLRAIA Board 
member and first president of the 
Nature Council, envisioned a place 
where children could learn through 
imaginative play.

Initial funding came from a state 
bond bill, sponsored by Sen. Bobby 
Zirkin and Delegates Dana Stein 

and Dan Morhaim. Baltimore County generously provided mate-
rial, labor and expertise to enable the concept to come to frui-
tion. Working with Julie Higgins, a landscape architect with the 
firm Hord|Coplan|Macht, Morrow, Stetten, Nature Council and Park 

All Aboard to Acorn Hill!

All Aboard!   Photo courtesy Hord|Coplan|Macht

Councilpersons Vicki Almond and David Marks congratulate Nature 
Council volunteer Helga Morrow on the opening in June of Acorn Hill 
children’s creative play area in Robert E. Lee Park. County Executive 
Kevin Kamenetz looks on.     Photo courtesy Siobhan O’Brien

What shall I play with first?   Photo courtesy Hord|Coplan|Macht



5

volunteers designed a place 
in the Park where children, 
their parents, grandparents 
and friends can experience 
the natural environment 
and history of Lake Roland 
and Robert E. Lee Park.

Various play stations with 
names such as ‘Hollins Sta-
tion’, ‘Jones Cabin’, ‘Mine 
Company’ and ‘B & S RR’ 
reflect the rich history of 
the Park, with its rail-
road, mines, reservoir and 
mills. The stations contain 
structures for climbing, 
swinging, exploring and 
balancing and are designed 
for children to learn while 
having fun. Acorn Hill also 
has picnic and quiet areas, 
a butterfly hatchery, bird sanctuary and spaces for art projects and 
theater productions. A ‘critter path’ has been created nearby where 
children can discover the rich diversity of animal life in, and 

under, dead logs and where they can learn 
about protecting animal and plant habitats.

Ranger Shannon Davis and her team have 
planned programs that emphasize environ-
mental conservation and exploration of ani-
mal and plant habitats – child-friendly doses 
of learning in the guise of great fun! Volun-
teer naturalists will help with demonstrations 
and programs. And, to attend these programs, 
getting to the Park is as easy as ‘ABC’. Robert 
E. Lee Park is the only County nature park 
with access from public transportation; a sce-
nic walk along the boardwalk leads directly 
into the Park from the Falls Road light rail 
stop. If you drive, parking is also simple. You 
can use the aforementioned light rail parking 
lot or you can park in the designated lot just 
past the Lake Roland dam.

So come out and explore Acorn Hill with 
your children, grandchildren or young friends 
and take a magical trip through the scenic 

Park which is so rich with the wonders of nature and the drama 
of history. It’s a rare pleasure for children of all ages. To help you 
with your plans a Park trails map is now available online and to 
download at http://relpnc.org/trail-maps.

Spider webs are great fun!    
Photo courtesy Hord|Coplan|Macht

courtesy Graul’s Market

Enjoy this simple and delicious fall recipe perfect for tailgates, 
special/school lunches and easy weekend dinners.

Ingredients:

1 slice whole wheat bread, toasted

2 slices Boar’s Head American cheese

1 slice baked turkey breast

1 slice baked ham

8 grape tomatoes

4 cucumber slices

1 small pickle

Bamboo skewers or tooth 
picks

Directions:

Cut toasted bread in half lengthwise; cut each slice into three 
even squares.

Cut turkey, ham and cheese into similar size squares.

Onto each bamboo skewer, thread bread square, turkey, ham, 
cheese, cucumber and second bread square. May repeat three 
times for larger skewers or serve as single combination for tooth-
picks.

Top with pickle slice and serve with favorite sandwich condiment.

Pack in lunch box with ice pack. Enjoy!

Club Sandwich on a Stick
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by Barbara Guarnieri

Like me you may have driven down Charles Street past the Brown 
Memorial Woodbrook Presbyterian Church and wondered about the 
Hebrew words on the banner staked at the corner of the church 
property (see photo). The banner 
states: “Kol HaLev – “Voice of the 
Heart”  – synagogue community.” A 
search of the internet taught me that 
‘Kol HaLev’ means ‘Voice of the Heart’ 
in Hebrew. But whose voice is this 
exactly? And how did this synagogue 
come to be at a Protestant church?

Kol HaLev Synagogue belongs to a 
modern American religious tradition 
known as Reconstructionist Judaism 
which practices a continually evolv-
ing approach to Jewish life. Because 
American Jews live in a democratic 
society Reconstructionists share a 
community that reflects that world 
but still explores the ancient wisdoms. 
They accept that modern science and technology must inform 
ancient traditions and that contemporary Western secular morality 
must inform ancient Jewish law. One metaphor used to describe 

this approach is ‘building a new house with old beams.’ Kol HaLev’s 
website invites membership from all “…who are interested in 
a meaningful life inspired by Jewish traditions…to further the 
causes of social justice and world repair…to create a vibrancy that 

comes from different visions and 
understandings…to integrate 
(traditional Jewish values) with 
our modern lives, and to engage 
thoughtfully in the moral issues 
and challenges of our times.” 
Wow, who among us wouldn’t 
admire these goals?

Their rabbi, Geoff Basik, says 
that Kol HaLev “…brings 
together Jews, non-Jews and 
interfaith families searching for 
answers to life’s big questions.” 
Rabbi Geoff, as he is known, 
took up his calling late in life. 
A Baltimore boy by birth, he 
concentrated in Comparative 

Religion Studies in college and spent two postgraduate years in 
Israel before returning to earn a Master’s Degree in Middle East 

“Voice of the Heart” is Heard at Brown Memorial

Continued on page 9

Brown Memorial shares its home   Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Sold Properties from February – June 2014

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group  
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Address List Price  soLd Price

6015 Altamont Place 335,000 322,750
8112 Bellona Avenue 299,900 272,500
8215 Bellona Avenue 469,900 454,000
8328 Bellona Avenue  360,000
1202 Berwick Road  710,000
7 Bowen Mill Road  1,200,000
803 Boyce Avenue 799,000 775,000
7303 Brightside Road  760,000
410 Brightwood Club Drive 250,000 200,000
506 Brightwood Club Drive 299,000 275,000
616 Brightwood Club Drive 855,000 800,000
6126 Buckingham Manor Drive 385,000 365,000
8317 Carrbridge Circle 438,000 415,000
6125 N. Charles Street 376,500 364,000
7018 Charles Ridge Road  455,680
516 Charles Street Avenue  315,000
518 Charles Street Avenue 409,900 385,000
403 Chestnut Avenue 570,000 525,000
519 Chestnut Avenue  399,900
623 Chestnut Avenue 459,900 459,900
1750 Circle Road 675,000 680,000
1846 Circle Road  480,000
19 Coldwater Court 429,500 426,250
6 Coniston Road 1,599,000 1,520,000
1405 Curving Lane  608,000
2 Dembeigh Hill Circle 697,500 690,000
15 Devon Hill Road #C7 425,000 430,000
900 East Wind Road 550,000 550,000
7823 Ellenham Road  400,000
7824 Ellenham Road 700,000 732,160
1208 Fairfield Avenue 345,000 350,000
5 Farview Drive  775,000
14 Hume Court 695,500 680,000
8219 Jeffers Circle 265,000 265,000
8200 Jeffers Circle 344,900 330,000
1925 W. Joppa Road 1,275,000 1,250,000
1708 Killington Road 599,000 590,000
1401 LaBelle Avenue 865,000 839,000
1211 W. Lake Avenue 495,000 470,000
1229 Lake Falls Road 335,000 335,000
1238 Lake Falls Road 229,000 223,500
6001 Lake Manor Drive  620,000
6005 Lake Manor Drive 545,000 490,000
6002 Lakeview Road 614,900 595,000
1816 Landrake Road 424,900 431,555

Address List Price  soLd Price

1501 Locust Avenue  649,500
703 Malvern Avenue 895,000 865,000
1415 Malvern Avenue 799,000 775,000
1508 Maywood Avenue 419,000 423,000
6421 Murray Hill Road 799,000 757,000
519 Piccadilly Road 425,000 395,000
6402 Pratt Avenue 525,000 400,000
6418 Pratt Avenue 1,150,000 1,155,000
434 Range Road 519,900 515,000
405 Range Road 379,000 379,000
1212 Robin Hood Circle 378,000 355,000
5 Roland Court 959,000 935,000
1710 Ruxton Road 950,000 850,000
1915 Ruxton Road 1,550,000 1,412,000
7909 Ruxway Road  342,300
7920 Springway Road  625,000
9 Sunset Knoll Court 695,000 675,000
1820 Thornton Ridge Road 695,000 695,000
822 Trafalgar Road 401,800 401,800
1415 Wine Spring Lane 1,290,000 1,240,000

We strive to provide you and your family 
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE through the 
combined expertise of ophthalmology, optometry, 
and opticianry – all at one office for over 30 years.

Better  
Vision  
for a 
Brighter 
Tomorrow

Ruxton Towers  
Eye Associates

Ruxton Towers  F  Suite 104  F  8415 Bellona Lane   
Towson, Maryland 21204  F  410-828-9270   

www.ruxtoneye.com

Listed in “TOP DOCS” Baltimore Magazine – 2011 & 2012



by Ben Auwaerter

During the spring of 2013 I decided to do an Eagle 
Scout Project at Robert E. Lee Park to benefit our 
neighborhood. Working with Ranger Bart Viguers and my 
advisors from Lutherville Boy Scout Troop 711, I worked 

out a three-part 
plan that took most 
of the summer and 
nearly 300 man-
hours to complete. 
In addition to 
mulching trails and 
crafting a rolling 
sign for the Park, 
I constructed an 
enclosure for white 
turtlehead (Chelone 
glabra) plants.

On the surface these plants 
may seem uninteresting, but 
they actually play an essen-
tial role in the environment 
of our local community. The 

Checkerspot butterfly 
(Euphydryas phaeton), 
Maryland’s official state 
butterfly, eats the white 
turtlehead as its pri-
mary food source*. They 
also choose to lay their 
eggs on the underside 
of turtlehead leaves, 
making the plants criti-
cal to Checkerspot sur-
vival. However, because 
wetlands are disappear-
ing due to development 
and an increase of deer 
over-browsing through 
their marshy habitats, 
the plants have become 
scarce. Despite several 

efforts to breed Checkerspots in captivity, including one by rangers 
at Robert E. Lee Park (see Neighborhood NEWS Fall 2013), the 
butterflies fail to thrive without sufficient turtlehead colonies.

With all of that in mind, I chose to create an animal-proof 
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My Eagle Scout Project

Eagle Scout Ben Auwaerter

All photos courtesy Karen Auwaerter

Ben and Troop 711 friends working on the site



enclosure on a 
walking path near 
L’Hirondelle Club 
Road close to the 
marshy banks of 
Lake Roland. Along 
with help from Park 
rangers I had identi-
fied this wetland 
and its colony of 
turtleheads as one 
in need of protec-
tion from roaming 
animals such as 
deer. My plan was 
to dig up offend-
ing grasses and 
just clean up the 
chosen plot, then 
fence in a 15 by 20 
foot area and plant 
an additional fifty 
turtleheads in the 
protected area. Un-
fortunately, I sched-
uled this project on 
what proved to be a 
very rainy day. The 
friends I enlisted to 
help me were not 
too enthused to be 
there! However, de-
spite losing shoes, 
phones and tools in 
the thick mud, the 
enclosure was even-
tually completed.

Turtleheads are pe-
rennial plants. They bloom July through September with a white 
blossom that resembles the beak of a turtle. They are a member 
of the snapdragon 
family. Hopefully 
these plants will 
thrive and spread 
and contribute to 
a reemergence of 
the Checkerspot 
butterfly in our 
neighborhood.

*See Neighbor-
hood NEWS Fall 
2013 for a list of 
other native plants 
that you can grow 
in your backyard to 
help sustain the Checkerspot butterfly.

Editor’s note: Many thanks, Ben, and congratulations on becoming an 
Eagle Scout!
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Completed turtlehead enclosure

The colorful black, white and orange Baltimore 
Checkerspot feeding on a white turtlehead

White turtlehead flower

Studies from Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 
Studies in Washington, DC. After teaching for a decade at the 
Center for Jewish Education in Baltimore and actively organizing 
community programs against violence and other social injustices, 
he began studies at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 
Wyncote, PA, to become a rabbi. After ordination in 2007 Rabbi 
Geoff sought out like-minded reformists, formed a synagogue and 
rented space at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Mount Washington. 
As the congregation grew and required a larger space, it relocated 
to Brown Memorial in 2009.

The Woodbrook location held a special attraction for Rabbi Geoff 
who sees his mission as offering accessible Judaism to the more 
contemporary Jews living outside the traditionally dense Jew-
ish neighborhoods. More than 80 families joined since 2007 
from neighborhoods all over north Baltimore – including Mount 
Washington, Pikesville, Roland Park, Owings Mills, Towson and 
Timonium. Word spread quickly of Rabbi Geoff’s intelligent 
exploration of ancient dogma through a modern lens and warm 
embrace of tradition with a contemporary twist, especially among 
mixed-faith couples who often struggle to rear faith-filled Jewish 
children in more Orthodox communities.

To Rabbi Geoff’s delight, Kol HaLev must sometimes hold two 
Friday Sabbath services (Shabbat). These can be held in several 

“Voice of the Heart“
Continued from page 6

Continued on page 15
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Above: A great turnout   Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

by Shannon Putman

On May 30th the second annual Friday Night Lights brought out 
young and old to enjoy great food, festive music and beautiful 
weather. For those who are not yet familiar with this event,  
RRLRAIA along with the owners of the commercial buildings at 
Ruxton Village (Dennis Graul) and Ruxton Station (Michael Wein-
feld), pool resources to sponsor an annual street party intended 
to acquaint neighbors with the local merchants – and to provide a 
little neighborly fun!

Set in both locations’ parking lots along Bellona Avenue, the event 
had something to please everyone. Visitors ate delicious grilled 
hotdogs and Roseda beef and veggie burgers accompanied by fresh 
toppings and chips. Adults quenched their thirsts with the very 
popular Southside along with reasonably priced beer and wine at 
the special event bar. The younger crowd was treated to lemonade 
and sodas. And all, young and old, gobbled up prize-worthy cup-
cakes for a sweet finish to the feast.

Kids were entertained with face painting and a balloon artist while 
several tastings tempted adult palates. Pasadena native Barbara 
Cole offered tastes of her Dukenbee brand handcrafted local pickles 
while Charlottetown Farm offered delicious samples of their locally 
produced goat cheese. The farmers even brought along two of their 
favorite goats for petting and admiring. Everyone got a kick out of 
those kids!

Adults were entertained with other diversions as well. Patrick Reid 
O’Brian of My Town Art (a Ruxton Station tenant) was on hand to 
share his sports-related, one-of-a-kind creations. The very local 
Ruxtones rocked the crowd with live music, mostly oldies-but-
goodies that had attendees of a certain age tapping their feet 

Second Annual Friday Night Lights

Emylyn Davies, 
Tristan Davies and 
Tommy Murray    
Photo coutesy Nettie Washburn
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(Right) – Musical 
entertainment by the 
Ruxtones   
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

(Left) – Dorie 
Polakoff looks on as 
daughter Addie has 
feather extensions 
put in by stylist 
Janet Mallon   Photo 
courtesy Nettie Washburn

along with the music. Even the ‘old goats’ had a fine time! In two 
short years Friday Night Lights has become a crowd-pleasing event 
that attracts more and more neighbors and brings the community 
together proving, yet again, that it does indeed take a village. 
And what a great village we live in!

(Left) – Carolyn 
Troy with Zelda, 
the baby goat    
Photo courtesy  
Shannon Putman

Jake Berry and Doug Smith enjoy the party    
Photo courtesy Shannon Putman

RRLRAIA Meet-and-Greet 
and Annual Meeting
Meet and Greet State Senate and  
House of Delegates Candidates
When: Monday, September 29, 2014, at 7 p.m.

Where: Church of the Good Shepherd, 1401 Carrollton Avenue 
(near intersection with Boyce Avenue)

Beginning with this year’s elections, communities within our 
boundaries will be split between State District 11 and District 
42. Since many of our representatives will be new to us, we 
are inviting the candidates and our community members to 
meet and greet one another prior to our annual meeting.

We would like to extend a special invitation to residents who 
have moved to our area within the past year. This is a won-
derful way to meet people in the community. RRLRAIA Board 
members will be easily recognizable by their name tags and 
will be happy to welcome you.

Coffee and dessert will be served.

Annual Meeting Notice
At approximately 7:45 p.m., we will convene our Annual  
Membership Meeting where we will update members on the 
business of the Association and elect new members to our 
Board. Visitors are welcome to stay.
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by Jessica Paffenbarger

This end-of-April annual event has already faded into the mists of 
time and your empty spaces from the removal of your donated/
discarded materials are probably already filling up again! The 
discarded items are gone, thank goodness, but the donated items 

live on elsewhere. Not only did we fill four large dumpsters (three 
with garbage and one with metal for recycling) but we also filled-
to-the-tailgate the Goodwill truck with items as diverse as golf 
clubs, a garden gnome, bicycles, books, lamps, rugs, pictures and 
children’s toys. And, The Loading Dock truck also left Riderwood 
Elementary School almost full-to-the-brim with items including 
screen doors, wood boards, kitchen chairs and cabinets.

We hope our last-minute initiative of providing somewhere to do-
nate new and used pet items also paid off for those of you 
emptying your cupboards. Many thanks to Board member 
Anne Rouse and her canine companion Pax for organizing 
this part of the effort. Thankful Paws, a charitable mobile 
food bank and pet supply distributor (www.thankfulpaws.
org), was thrilled to receive our neighborhoods’ donations 
which will be used to assist those pet owners struggling to 
provide for their animals. Items collected (see photo) in-
cluded dog and cat food and treats, collars, leashes, bowls 
and travel carriers.

If you have an idea about other specialty items we could 
perhaps accept at this event, please contact us at 410-
494-7757 or email us at office@rrlraia.org. Goodwill is 
unable to accept used baby equipment so if you know of 

organizations which 
are able to use these 
items please do let us 
know so that we can 
continue to provide 
a one-stop loca-
tion for neighbors 
to donate unwanted 
items. We were able 
to find homes for the 
baby equipment (car 
seats, strollers, cribs)
that we received this 
year through personal 
contacts.

Dumpster Day Success

Neighbor Glenn Bieler happy to off-load his 
project leftovers into the dumpster 
Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger

Getting a workout, neighbor Matthew Bowerman 
unloading his car   Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger

Donated pet supplies    
Photo courtesy Anne Rouse

Mr. Andre Green (standing in truck bed) with a full load for The 
Loading Dock    Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger



13

RRLRAIA Meet-and-Greet State Senate and House of Delegates 
Candidates

Date:  Monday, September 29, 2014      Time:  7 p.m.

Coffee and dessert provided. All neighbors welcome to attend.

For more information – see page 11.

RRLRAIA Annual Meeting

Date:  Monday, September 29, 2014      Time:  7:45 p.m.

RRLRAIA membership meeting; visitors are welcome to stay.

For more information – see page 11.

Street Clean-up – Rain or Shine!

Date:  Saturday November 15      Time:  8 – 10 a.m.

Meet at Brooklandville Fire Station (10017 Falls Road, 21093)

Neighbors, please join us as we pick up trash along Falls Road 
from Ruxton Road to Meadowood Park and along Old Court Road 
from Ruxton Road to Ruxton Green Court. Note, children must be 
twelve years or older; RRLRAIA validates school community service 
hours. Please wear long pants and sleeved tops. Reflective hats 
and vests, protective gloves, a pick-up stick and plastic trash bags 
are provided. For more information, contact Board member Carlton 
Sexton at 443-955-9214 or email carltoncsexton@gmail.com.

Stream Clean-up – Rain or Shine!

Date:  Saturday November 15      Time:  9 a.m. – noon

Meet at Brooklandville Fire Station (10017 Falls Road, 21093)

Pull on your waders and come and join us to clean up our lo-
cal waterways. Gloves, vests and bags will be provided. For more 
information, contact Board member Carlton Sexton (see contact 
information under ‘Street Clean-up‘).

Second Annual Shred-It Day

Date:  Saturday, October 25, 2014      Time:  8 a.m. – noon

Location:  Riderwood Elementary School Parking Lot (1711 
Landrake Road, 21204)

Your membership dues at work! Is paper taking over your house? 
Are there piles of files on every surface? Neighbors, take back your 
space in a secure way. Feel free to stay and watch as your materi-
als are shredded right before your eyes! Please, no plastic sleeves, 
plastic binders or X-rays; staples, binder clips and paper clips are 
all fine. Also, hard drives and other media containing data will be 
accepted but these will be taken off-site to be destroyed/recycled.

To become a member, to volunteer for this event or for more  
information, please call 410-494-7757 or email us at office@
rrlraia.org.

Save These Dates!
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away from other structures so that, in the (likely) case of an 
explosion, damage might be controlled or at least directed. Other 
buildings were used to dry and package the powder, refine saltpe-
ter* or house the mill manager. The finished product was stored in 
magazines.

Within fifteen years The Bellona Gunpowder Company was the 
leading producer of gunpowder in Maryland which, in turn, 
manufactured one-third of the nation’s powder. Its success did not 
escape the attention of E. I. du Pont. His enterprise, which began 
its manufacture of gunpowder on the banks of Brandywine Creek in 
Delaware in 1802 (see postcard on page 1 for example of build-
ings), went on to become the vast chemical company we know 
today. In 1815, du Pont stated that “one of our principal motives 
is to strive against the competition of the Baltimore factories.” 
By December 1814, our local mill had incorporated and its name 
was changed to The Baltimore Gunpowder Company of Maryland, 
with James Beatty becoming the sole proprietor. By then, it had 
already played a role in the defense of Baltimore three months 
earlier.

The War of 1812 against Britain was initially fought on the seas 
and along the Canadian border. With the end of the Napoleonic 
Wars in 1814, though, Britain directed more military resources 
toward the U.S. conflict, blockading parts of the East Coast with 

their Navy and attacking on land with British troops and hired 
mercenaries. The wisdom of maintaining a local source of gun-
powder for Baltimore’s self-defense became readily apparent. In a 
letter dated June 12, 1814, the chief ordnance officer of the U.S. 
War Department ordered two hundred barrels of Bellona gunpowder 
to supply the Fort McHenry magazines. Scarcely three months later 
that supply was put to good use in the defense of Baltimore when 
British ships sailed up the Chesapeake in an effort to take our 
city from the south. As all good Marylanders know, the fort and 
city were bombarded for two days, but the enemy was successfully 
prevented from entering Baltimore’s harbor. (As an aside, a can-
nonball did penetrate the fort’s magazine during the bombardment 
but, by some fluke, did not explode thereby avoiding enormous 
destruction.) Things might have turned out differently, one might 
surmise, had the British advanced from the north and destroyed 
the powder mills on their march south to Baltimore.

All you have to do is look at the thick walls of the magazine at 
Fort McHenry to understand the volatility of gunpowder. Although 
the combination process for the three central ingredients – char-
coal, saltpeter and sulfur – is the most dangerous of the steps in 
gunpowder production, there are so many ways to ignite the prod-
uct (carelessness, sparks, faulty machinery, lightning) that powder 
mill owners often found they no sooner began production than the 
whole enterprise would be blown sky high – literally. Sadly, the 
Bellona company was no exception.

The first accident occurred in 1801 when one of the stone mills 
exploded, fortunately without loss of life. In 1812, a saltpeter 
shed caught fire and four other buildings were destroyed by the 
ensuing explosions. Both times, Beatty rebuilt. But by far the 
worst accident occurred on August 29, 1820, when two explosions, 
reported to have been heard as far away as Washington and Ches-
tertown, instantly killed at least three men and severely injured 
several others. The August 30 Federal Gazette described “a scene 
of awful and utter desolation,” with the loss or damage of four 
buildings. Tenacious Beatty rebuilt his business while his profits 
fell to a mere 3%. E. I. du Pont was quoted as saying that even 
a gunpowder business owner making 10% profit would eventually 
fail due to the explosive nature of the business and how much 
capital was needed for cyclical replacement of damaged buildings.

Adding insult to injury, Beatty had to fight the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna Railroad over the proposed construction through 
his property of a Greenspring branch to Westminster. The original 
proposal would have hugged the western side of the Jones Falls 
and would skirt the powder works at a safe enough distance. But 
at the last minute plans changed and the route chosen came peril-
ously close to the powder works, endangering all. Early trains were 
known to spew ash and sparks and were rarely welcomed by the 
owners of the property they traversed. One could hardly blame  
Beatty, already beset with mill problems, for vigorously fighting 
the proposal. In the end, Beatty won his case. He was awarded 
$1,200 for the taking of his 7.5 acres and the Railroad agreed to 
abide by the original proposal.

But while Beatty was still in the process of repairing the mills, 
tragedy struck yet again on October 15, 1821, when four people, 
including the manager, were killed and two others injured. Nine 
years later, a minor explosion killed yet another person. Still, 
the business remained competitive enough to worry Mr. du Pont, 
who mused in 1831, “Nevertheless we should not like to give up 
altogether the Baltimore market on account of the competition 

Bellona Gunpowder Works
Continued from page 1
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of Mr. Beaty (sic).” Explosions continued to be the price of doing 
business.

By the time of his death in October 1851, James Beatty’s stress-
ful business had been passed to his son, Charles, who continued 
to operate the company until 1856. Perhaps it was with a sigh of 
relief that he closed the mill and sold portions of the property for 
$17,500 to the City of Baltimore for its proposed waterworks, now 
Lake Roland (see “The Dam History” in the Winter 2009-10 issue 
of Neighborhood NEWS).

By July 1861, when water from the Jones Falls first crested the 
top of the Robert E. Lee Park dam, most traces of the old Bellona 
powder works were forever submerged. Perhaps those driving the 
road bearing the mill’s name will sometimes give pause to consider 
the forgotten history of the Bellona powder works and its many 
ghosts. Indeed, during the anniversary festivities for the Battle of 
Baltimore, when we think of the many who lost lives in the war, 
we should also pay homage to those who died in service to the 
soldiers’ needs. All of them contributed to this special place we 
still call the land of the free and the home of the brave.

*Saltpeter is a naturally-occurring mineral containing potassium nitrate, 
one of the main ingredients in gunpowder.

Note: Information for this article was gleaned from the following 
sources: “Gunpowder Production in Post-Revolutionary Maryland” 
by Arlan K. Gilbert, Maryland Historical Magazine, September 1957; 
“Middling Planters of Ruxton” by Joseph M. Coale; and Historical 
Society of Baltimore County (www.hsobc.org).

“Voice of the Heart“
Continued from page 9

locations within the Church, depending on attendance, accommo-
dating the community as it grows. The Parlor, Fellowship Hall and 
the Chapel have all been used. While none provide a conventional 
synagogue sanctuary, Rabbi Geoff focuses instead upon build-
ing community through people rather than bricks and mortar. No 
matter the location the Shabbat services remain sacred and life-
affirming – a mix of prayer, contemplation, music and learning. 
Some are followed by meals or other opportunities that extend 
the communal celebration.

Though forward thinking in their theological interpretations, Kol 
HaLev maintains some ancient traditions, too. The Torah scrolls, 
the first five books of the Hebrew Bible from which passages are 
read during a Shabbat service, are reverently housed in a hand-
made ark near Rabbi Geoff’s office and carefully carried to each 
service. Additionally, children in grades K-5 attend ‘Beit Lev’, a 
Hebrew Sunday School, albeit a progressive one, in dedicated 
classroom spaces. Older children are offered classes intended to 
guide them through the coming-of-age years that may culminate 
in a bar or bat mitzvah if they choose. 

Not surprisingly for this inclusive Jewish community, the relation-
ship they have with Brown Memorial Church has blossomed into 
more than a business one. From the start Pastor Dale welcomed 
the opportunity to form a relationship with Rabbi Geoff and by so 

Continued on page 18
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by Shannon Putman

In our last issue of Neighborhood NEWS, we introduced a 
couple of new businesses in our area, both in the Ruxton 
neighborhood: V Fashion Towson/My Town Art Gallery and 
Simply Noted. This time around, we will highlight two new 
businesses in the Lake Falls area: The Corner Pantry and The 
Ivy Bookshop.

Feeling a bit ‘peckish’ or ‘knack-
ered’? In need of a healthy 
alternative for a casual meal or 
takeout? Look no further than 
The Corner Pantry in Lake Falls 
Village. Opened in February 2014, 
this family-operated business 
combines the talents of Chef 
Neill Howell and his wife Emily 
who share extensive restaurant 
and hospitality experience. Neill 
originally hails from England, so 
it is not surprising that he flavors 
his speech and his cooking with a 
distinctive British flare.

Neill began his chef’s training in 

his home country then furthered his culinary 
skills in Los Angeles and New York where he 
catered to celebrity clients and cooked in 
higher-end restaurants. Neill and Emily met 
while working at the exclusive Soho House in 
New York City. Emily grew up in Baltimore and 
eventually the couple relocated here for Neill 
to become executive chef at the celebrated 
Bond Street Social downtown. With his team 
from Bond Street Social, Neill won the pres-
tigious Mason Dixon Master Chef tournament 
against talented chefs from Washington, DC, 
Virginia and Baltimore.

Though delighted with their downtown com-
mercial success, Emily and Neill found their 
lives changed when they had a baby daughter; 
their jobs needed to be less nocturnal and clos-
er to home. When the opportunity to rent the 
space in Lake Falls Village materialized, they 

decided it was the perfect time to move their fresh, healthy fare 
to the suburbs where they could cater to families like their own. 
They opened a ‘pantry’ to serve as a convenient stopping place for 
a quick sit-down meal, as well as a place to purchase delicious and 
healthy takeout sure to satisfy the pickiest eaters.

The Corner Pantry is open six days a week. Breakfast features La 
Colombe coffee (a blend of freshly roasted beans) and freshly-
made baked goods such as crumpets, muffins and an utterly deli-

More New Neighbors

The Corner Pantry owners Emily  
and Neill Howell    
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

The Corner Pantry, 
Lake Falls Village    
Photo courtesy Nettie 
Washburn
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cious pantry ‘pop tart’. Various breakfast specials are also offered 
including egg sandwiches and fresh waffles. Smoothies and fresh 
juices are available throughout the day and vary by the season. A 
recent offering was the Pimm’s Cup made with fennel, cucumber, 
Fuji apple, dill, lemon and kale. Or you might prefer the Sunrise 
made with carrot, blood orange juice and ginger. Blimey, those 
will surely wake up your taste buds!

Lunch includes a made-to-order chopped salad bar, daily specials 
and an array of tasty sandwiches. The most popular lunch items 
are Coronation Chicken Salad (curried chicken, mango chutney, 
raisins and almonds) and a chicken and waffle BLT. Seafood and 
vegetarian sandwiches are also offered daily. Best of all, every 
sandwich is served with utterly addicting homemade salt-and-
vinegar potato chips.

Afternoon tea is served from 2 to 4:30 p.m., providing sandwiches 
and scones for the refined palate and cookies and chips for the 
younger set. No time for tea? Then just pick up one of many 
gourmet seasonal takeout options for those nights when prepara-
tion time is limited. Poached salmon with a cucumber dill sauce, 
beet and soba noodle salad and sweet potato salad are just of few 
of the items recently on the menu. Finally, for those with a sweet 
tooth, freshly-made cookies and pastries are always available.

Neill is also willing to help plan catered takeout meals for a 
unique and fresh dinner party experience. It is as simple as order-
ing from their catering menu which will be ready for your pick-up 
at the Falls Road location. They also offer full catered events with 
servers and table linens provided. There is no better way to host a 
gourmet dinner party than when the work has been done by some-
one else and you can just enjoy visiting with your guests!

The Corner Pantry is a blooming good addition to the Falls Road 
corridor and will surely please health-conscious, hungry families. 
Our corner of Baltimore has been in need of fresh and delicious 
takeout. Neill and Emily have certainly answered that call with a 
“Pip pip and cheerio” and much more! For information or to place 
an order call 667-308-2331.

The Ivy Bookshop has been a fixture in Lake Falls Village for the 
last twelve years. In January 2012 this popular store came under 
new ownership when it was purchased by Ed and Ann Berlin. Many 
customers, especially book club members, were concerned that 
the personal attention and true devotion displayed by the original 
owners toward their customers would be a thing of the past. It 
didn’t take long to realize that Ed and Ann were more than able to 
fill the smart but comfy shoes left by the previous owners.

Ed was raised in Baltimore, graduated from City College and later 
obtained a degree in history and a law degree. Ann grew up in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and obtained a BA in psychology and an MBA. 
They spent thirty-five years in the New York and New Jersey area 
raising their children and developing their respective careers – Ed 
in foreign policy and Ann in publishing. Several years ago they 
decided to return to Maryland and change career paths. Ed took a 
job teaching foreign policy at UMBC and they took up residence in 
Mount Washington. Shortly after moving, they stumbled into The 
Ivy and quickly realized the inherent beauty and potential of the 
bookstore. They were aware the original owners were looking for 
a purchaser and, after much deliberation, the Berlins became the 
new shop owners. While neither had retail experience, they loved 
the concept of a local bookstore and appreciated the substantial 
community support expressed for The Ivy.

The Ivy Bookshop is strictly about 
good books and the readers who 
love them. Although you may find 
a small selection of gift cards and 
reading glasses, there are no games, 
puzzles or other gift items. It houses 
more than 28,000 books, each title 
handpicked by the owners for their 
clientele. There are six main sections 
– fiction (including popular current 
titles and classic literature), nonfic-
tion, cooking and gardening, children 
and young adult, poetry and art and 
photography. The Ivy supports local 
authors and books focusing on the 
unique character of Baltimore. Ed reports that almost 50% of their 
regular customers live within five to ten minutes of the store. As a 
result, they have sought to fill the shelves with books of interest 
to people in the Ruxton, Roland Park, Mount Washington and Lake 
Roland neighborhoods. People who shop at The Ivy often see read-
ing as a lifestyle choice and are willing to spend slightly more to 
support a local business and an independent bookstore.

The Ivy Bookshop is more than just a storefront though. It sup-
ports more than 80 book clubs by providing several unique bene-
fits to registered clubs. This includes a 10% discount towards book 
purchases, serving as a host site for catered book club meetings 
and providing a readers’ wall on their website for club participants 
to have online discussions. The website  

The Ivy Bookshop   Photo courtesy 
Nettie Washburn



(www.theivybookshop.com) lists participating clubs’ book 
choices, serving as inspiration to other readers. The store also 
sponsors up to three events per week, including readings, author 
discussions and book promotions. About 50-
60% of these events occur in the store while 
the remainder take place at partner sites, 
including independent schools, churches, 
synagogues, MICA and the Peabody.

The Ivy Bookshop is happy to provide sup-
port to other book events by promoting 
them in the store, selling books as needed 
and providing logistical support to the orga-
nizers. Ed describes many of these events as 
modeled after those sponsored by the 92nd 
Street YMCA in Manhattan, NYC – they often 
involve two authors conversing freely about 
a subject. “It is intellectual entertainment,” 
Ed says. “It brings poets, novelists and 
historians to their readers and amazingly is absolutely free!” These 
events are a great way for readers to meet like-minded people and 
to feel a part of the community.

The store also supports a monthly book event at Artifact Coffee 
near Clipper Mill that brings in authors from all over the country. 
Additionally, they partner with WTMD (FM 89.7) radio station to 
discuss a book on music during a regular monthly thirty minute 
segment. The Ivy Bookstore sponsors a segment called, “What are 
you reading?” every Friday on WYPR Tom Hall’s morning radio show 

focused on local events. Finally, the store shares a tent with Johns 
Hopkins University at the Baltimore Book Festival held annually in 
the fall. Clearly, this is a store with a desire to impact the commu-

nity, reach avid readers and promote good books.

While Ed and Ann can be seen regularly in the 
store, there are four full-time employees with 
a total of 12 employees working evenings and 
weekends. Among their staff you will find Shirley 
Fergenson, the lead bookseller for works of fic-
tion. Shirley obtained her Master’s in fiction from 
Johns Hopkins University and has the unique ex-
perience of having met and married her husband, 
Arthur, in the aisles of The Ivy! Elizabeth Phalen 
is the store’s Operations Manager and has a Mas-
ter’s degree in professional writing from Towson 
University. Nancy Chambers is the resident expert 
in art, science, photography and non-fiction after 
having worked for 18 years in the Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine Welch Library Reference Department. Finally, 
Larry Miller is one of the store’s book advisors, relying on his 
experience in the Baltimore City public schools where he taught 
for 38 years, largely as a social studies teacher at Baltimore City 
College.

As the website states, “The best bookstores are just wide enough 
and deep enough to get lost in thought but not in aisles. They 
contain the best I-should-have-reads and the I-can’t-wait-to-reads 
in any section from Art to Zen, from Achebe to Zweig, tantaliz-
ing and titillating the fortunate reader. The best booksellers are 
literate personal shoppers, mind readers, therapists and bartenders 
(non-judgmental advice without the booze). The best readers trust 
that every book that crosses the shop threshold has been vetted 
by a dependable gatekeeper. These readers are open to the unfa-
miliar suggested by that you-really-know-what-I-like bookseller.” 
The Ivy fulfills this vision beautifully. It is a gracious, warm space 
led by gentle souls who would like nothing better than to send 
you on your way with a book you just cannot put down. As the air 
cools and the season changes, go treat yourself to their services. 
Then kindle a fire (not a device), sink into an over-stuffed chair 
and feed your soul with a perfectly chosen Ivy book.
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Inside The Ivy Bookshop, Shirley Fergenson, 
lead bookseller   Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

doing have both communities learn more about their faith. Both 
congregations have shared inter-faith education programs as well 
as support of community outreach programs. Online the leaders 
share a blog on the Church’s website. And it did not take long be-
fore both congregations were also sharing and learning from each 
other’s religious traditions.

Each fall the two communities host a joint Thanksgiving service, 
an event that Rabbi Geoff calls “one of the highlights of the 
year.” In the spring Kol HaLev invites members of Brown Memorial 
to share in their Passover Seder, described by one church member 
as “definitely adding to our understanding of each other and the 
world.” For several years Rabbi Geoff and Pastor Dale together 
conducted a Bible Study in which they examined the beauty and 
meaning of the Psalms with members of both faiths. Brown  

“Voice of the Heart“
Continued from page 15

Continued on page 19



by James (Mac) Hanson

The environmental science class that I take at Bryn Mawr requires 
each student to complete a year-long project that involves the lo-

cal environment. After do-
ing some research, I found 
out that my neighborhood 
association hosts a fall 

and spring stream clean-up. This effort 
coordinates with the Association’s SWAT 
(Stop Waste and Trash) cleaning of road 
debris along a two-mile stretch of Falls 
Road. The neighborhood streams feed Lake Roland and are crucial 
to the health of the lake and, ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay. 
After contacting Patrick Jarosinski, current President of RRLRAIA, I 
started asking friends if they wanted to join me. Eventually, I got 
my classmates Blake Benfield, Alex Puthamana and Fitzhugh Lee to 
join the effort.

On Saturday, April 5th, we teamed up with the RRLRAIA stream 
clean volunteers. We met RRLRAIA team captain Carlton Sexton at 
the Brooklandville Fire Station. After arming us with information 
and equipment, Carlton put us in charge of cleaning the stream 
below the bridge on Bellona Avenue. There was a canoe waiting for 

us there because the bulk of the trash was floating on water five 
feet deep. Using a four-man rotation, we successfully cleared all 
of the soda cans, basketballs and everything in-between from the 
water. We filled several 
large black trash bags to 
the brim! After load-
ing them into the back 
of my friend’s truck, we 

dropped them at 
the Brookland-
ville Fire Station 
where County 
trash trucks 
would come to 
pick them up. 
My friends and I 
were very satisfied with our accomplishment as we cleared 
all of the trash out of the stream. Now I am much more 
aware of how quickly the simple gesture of tossing even a 
gum wrapper out the car window piles up into a heap of 
trouble for the streams in our area.

Editor’s Note: Mac Hanson was a senior at Gilman School this past 
school year. He passed his environmental science course and plans to 
remain a champion of stream cleaning.
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Making the Grade with a Stream Clean-up

After we were finished cleaning up all of 
the trash   Photo courtesy Mac Hanson

Fitz sitting in the canoe picking up trash   
Photo courtesy Mac Hanson

A zoomed-in picture of the variety of trash 
that we were picking up  Photo courtesy Mac Hanson

“Voice of the Heart“
Continued from page 18

Memorial is currently transitioning to a new pastor after the retire-
ment of Pastor Dale but hopes remain high that the two congrega-
tions will continue to explore more connections and ways to grow 
in each other’s beliefs.

It would seem that the “voice of the heart” is being heard not 
only by those Jews who are called to the teachings of Kol HaLev 
but also by those Presbyterians who seek to ‘love thy neighbor as 
they would love themselves.’ Now when I see that banner I will 
smile as I think about what these two communities are striving to 
achieve in our increasingly fractious world.

Visit www.KolHaLevmd.org for more information about this Jew-
ish community.

Information and quotes for this article were gathered from several 
sources: Baltimore Sun-Towson Times 4/15/14; Baltimore Mes-
senger 4/1/09; www.kolhalevmd.org; www.bmwpc.org; www.
kolhalev.net; www.rrc.edu; www.jewishrecon.org; and www.
jewishvirtuallibrary.org.
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