
by Jessica Paffenbarger

This year we had a full course of delights at our an-
nual meeting. Our appetizer was 
a 40 minute Meet-and-Greet with 
candidates for the Maryland Senate 
and House of Delegates. Our main 
course was a presentation about 
Robert E. Lee Park – Past, Present 
and Future. And dessert was a brief 
business meeting including the 
Treasurer’s report, a written update 
of the Association’s business for 
the year, a goodbye and thank you 
to retiring Board members and a 
vote to elect new and second-term 
members to the Board.

Patrick Jarosinski, RRLRAIA 
President, opened with welcom-
ing comments and introduced our 
host, Reverend Arianne Weeks, 
Rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd. Patrick 
continued by introducing our elected officials and 
other candidates for local offices including State 
Senators Bobby Zirkin and James Brochin. House of 
Delegates representatives included Delegates Susan 
Aumann, Steve Lafferty, Dan Morhaim and Dana 
Stein. Additional candidates for 
the House of Delegates included 
Tim Robinson, Michael McAllister, 
Chris West and Shelly Hettleman. 
County Councilman David Marks 
also attended as did Council-
woman Vicki Almond’s aide.

Our main course was the pre-
sentation by Elise Butler and 
Jeffrey Budnitz, who are on the 
boards of both RRLRAIA and 
Robert E Lee Park Nature Council 
(RELPNC). Their slideshow and 
talk featured the history of the 
Park from the early 1800s to the 
recent past with historic pictures of the Park as well 
as scenes showing the neglect in later years. The 
slideshow concluded showing the wonderful ameni-
ties now available – improved trails, new bridge, 
boardwalk from the Light Rail parking lot, new pa-
vilion, dog park and Acorn Hill, the recently-opened 

children’s play area. And…we got a sneak peak at the 
concept plan for the proposed Lake Roland Education 

Center to be located near 
the Ranger Station.

Many were surprised to 
learn that our 500 acre 
park is over half the size 
of Central Park and boasts 
two National Register of 
Historic Places Districts 
(Lake Roland Historic 
District and Bare Hills 
Historic District)! The 
land for the Park was 
acquired from The Balti-
more Gunpowder Company 
of Maryland (formerly 
The Bellona Gunpowder 
Company) in the 1850s 
by the City of Baltimore 

and flooded to create a lake as a reservoir for the 
City. Construction of the Lake Roland dam started 
in 1858 and the reservoir was ready for business by 
1860. By the early 1900s, however, the City wanted 
an improved supply of drinking water and by 1914 
the Loch Raven Reservoir had been constructed and 

the City abandoned use of Lake 
Roland as a City water supply. At 
this point, the lake and surround-
ing land was placed under the 
authority of Baltimore City Parks 
and Recreation.

By the 1990s, the Park had expe-
rienced significant deterioration 
including erosion and run-off into 
the lake, neglected buildings, 
downed trees and crumbling side-
walks. And the Park had become 
a de facto off-leash dog park 
as well as serving as home for 
a number of homeless residents 

hiding away in its depths. Efforts spearheaded by 
RRLRAIA and local residents, joined by elected of-
ficials, to get the City to make critical repairs in the 
Park were to no avail.

Recognizing that a new game plan for the Park was 
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Jeffrey Budnitz and Elise Butler present “Robert E 
Lee Park – Past, Present and Future”    
Photo courtesy John Baer
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Meet-and-Greet: Delegate Susan Aumann 
with Board member Art Arthur   
Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger
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Dear Neighbors,

My first year as President of the Board has 
been a whirlwind. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working on the goals of the Association with 
our Board members, County and State repre-
sentatives, other neighborhood associations, 
the businesses within our community and, 
most importantly, our community members.

In late September, we hosted our Annual 
Meeting along with a Meet-and-Greet with our 
State Senate and House of Delegates candi-
dates since many of our members will be new 
to District 11 this election year. We enjoyed 
an enlightening presentation about Robert 
E. Lee Park - Past, Present and Future given 
by Board members Elise Butler 
and Jeffrey Budnitz, inspiring 
us all to spend more time tak-
ing part in all of its beauty and 
activities. If you can’t make it 
out to the Park in person, you 
can view great photos in the 
new RRLRAIA directory (which 
will be sent to all members) 
showing scenes and structures 
from both the Park and Lake 
Roland.

As you can see from our 
Committee accomplishments 
summary (page 16), our Board 
members have been very pro-
ductive this year. During the Annual Meeting 
we reluctantly said goodbye to several outgo-
ing Board members whose contributions will 
be sorely missed and voted in six new Board 
members whose varied expertise and interests 
will surely inspire us once more (page 10).

This upcoming year is already proving to be 
very busy. With the County, the State and 
BGE, we are helping to plan and adminis-
ter a handful of new projects requested by 
community members. The proposed projects 
include new curbing at various locations 
throughout our community, pruning of vines 
that hang into and over streets, new electric 
infrastructure to improve reliability for sec-
tions of our community, repaving some roads 
and enhancing storm water drainage along 
Bellona Avenue from Charles Street (at the 
Beltway) south to the post office. In addition, 

we continue to entertain traffic, zoning and 
enhancement projects as they arise. If you 
think your community needs this type of up-
grade, or if you have a beautification idea you 
would like to share, don’t hesitate to contact 
the office.

Another dimension of enhancement and 
beautification is sustaining our community’s 
environment. We continue to organize the 
quarterly street and stream clean-ups. This 
fall we held our second Shredder Day to which 
we added an electronics recycling collection. 
We also participated in the Fall Towson Clean-
up Day where Towson University students 
volunteered to help some members of our 
community with weeding, leaf clean-up, tree 

trimming and a host of other 
chores. The Greater Ruxton 
Area Foundation, under the 
leadership of Joe Coale, con-
tinues to beautify roadways 
throughout Ruxton. 

An important focus of our 
2010 Community Plan is 
ensuring the safety of our 
roads; the new traffic light at 
Clarkview Road on Falls Road 
will add greatly to the safety 
of travel along this corridor. 
In November, we hosted our 
second annual Happy Hour for 
the Bare Hills business com-

munity. You can read about two long-standing 
small businesses in Bare Hills on pages 4 and 
19. We are pleased that so many establish-
ments, both large and small, conduct business 
within our community. It is with great plea-
sure that we welcome our newest one, The 
Perfect Gourmet, located in the Riderwood 
Station Center. 

Though we say this every year we really do 
look forward to December’s Holiday Party in 
the Woods. This outdoor annual event enter-
tains both young and old. While the bonfire 
warms up our holiday hands and hearts, it is 
the visit from Santa on his fiery red ‘sleigh’ 
that never fails to delight. Hope to see you 
there or just in the neighborhood.

Patrick Jarosinski

President’s Letter 
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by Barbara Guarnieri

On the eve of Christmas 1814 welcome news was celebrated in 
the Flemish city of Ghent (now Belgium). British and American 
negotiators had finally agreed to the terms of peace for the War 
of 1812. Did jubilation follow on the streets of Baltimore? Did 
our own Captain Nicolas Ruxton Moore retire from defense of the 
earthworks and return to a victor’s home festive with candlelight 
and the aroma of his wife’s scalloped oysters?

There is little written evidence of local events that December 24, 
but we do know that any American victory celebration would be 
more than a month away. Indeed America’s most decisive victory, 
the Battle of New Orleans, under the command of General Andrew 
Jackson, occurred in January while news of the peace was still 
making its voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. Not until February 
11, 1815, did the British packet ship Favorite arrive in New York 
harbor delivering the official treaty. Congress quickly ratified it and 
President Madison signed the treaty into law on February 16. But 
on that historic Christmas Eve of 1814, the Ghent peace agreement 
brought neither truce nor holiday cheer to an unknowing America.

As Burt Kummerow, Director of the Maryland Historical Society, 
reminded us at last year’s annual meeting, the citizens of 1814 
Baltimore had little to celebrate that Christmas. In August the 
nation’s capitol had been plundered and torched by British forces. 
On September 12 the English navy invaded Baltimore from the 
sea. But, despite odds that heavily favored the well-armed and 
trained British troops, Baltimore prevailed and the next morning 
victoriously raised that famous garrison flag over Fort McHenry 
now known as the Star Spangled Banner. The English retreated 
down the Chesapeake Bay but only after as many as 300 Baltimore 
defenders died in battle.

The British retreat gave only faint proof that the tides of war were 
turning in favor of the Americans. Though many American naval 
officers and privateers won battles on the high seas, in late 1814 
the English still held blockades around almost every American 
port city from Maine to Georgia. Maritime trade was said to be in 
“a deplorable stagnation” according to “Perry at Put In Bay,” (Dr. 
Charles Porter of the National Park Service Study Series, 1941). 
So, in truth the hardships of war still gripped Baltimore and the 
nation that Christmas. 

If inclined, how might Baltimore have celebrated Christmas in 
1814? In post-Revolutionary America, many Christians sought 
to distinguish their religious identity from that of the Church of 
England (www.nationalhumanistiescenter.org). For them, the 
Anglican Church’s rich holiday rituals seemed more in line with 
Catholicism than Protestantism. They believed Christmas was first 
and foremost a holy day. Distaste for the profane was particularly 
strong among Puritans, Congregationalists, Calvinists, Quakers 
and Presbyterians. The observance of Christmas traditions, “…
by forbearing labour, feasting…the making of mince pies, or the 
performing of musical instruments...” was even forbidden in New 
England (www.nationalhumanitiescenter.org). These intemper-
ate Christmas traditions harken back to the Middle Ages when the 
merry giving of ‘wassail and pye’ to roaming serfs was sanctioned 
by the Church as a Christmas gift from nobles to the poor.

Other American Christians, especially in the South, chose to adapt 
English holiday traditions to plainer colonial ways. For example, 
Southern colonists decorated their church sanctuaries with greens 
and used sprigs of aromatic herbs to perfume the air. At home, 
they decorated in similar fashion. Simple wreaths made of laurel 
or holly and decorated with dried fruit, shells and feathers were 
hung on doors and windows. Evergreen boughs festooned with 
pine cones and berries were draped on windows and mantles 
in the parlor where they spent the Advent season planning “… 
balls, fox-hunts and other entertainments for good fellowship” 
(www.history.org). Menus may have included boiled turkey, ham, 
partridge, cod, scalloped oysters, minced meat pie, plum pudding 
and eggnog (www.organicauthority.com). Wealthier plantation 
owners were known to open their homes and tables to “...the 
country people…” and bestow small gifts on servants and slaves. 
For entertainment the singing of carols, the playing of instru-
ments and even dancing in the company of friends and family were 
among much-anticipated Southern Christmas traditions.

So how did Baltimore celebrate that nativity in 1814? Most 
Christian denominations in Baltimore would have leaned toward 
the sympathies of the Southern Anglicans. But the long wartime 
disruption of trade routes, the many deaths and wounds from the 
Battle of Baltimore and the uncertainty about the outcome of 
the war must have made for a very somber holiday. It seems more 
likely that Baltimore’s Christmas Eve 1814 was a holy but silent 
night.
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by Shannon Putman

Continuing our series of articles highlighting small local busi-
nesses in our area, we have another couple of hidden gems for 
you in this issue. Does your house feel a bit cluttered? Is getting 
organized perennially on your New Year’s resolutions list? Then 
Chesapeake Closets wants to help put your house in order! Located 
on Serpentine Road (near the Bare Hills Business Park) off Falls 
Road, Chesapeake Closets is the answer to get this resolution 
finally off your list.

Chesapeake Closets was founded in 1987 by Steve Black who had 
previously planned large storage spaces for corporate facilities. 
When remodeling a nursery for his soon-to-be newborn daugh-
ter, he came to understand the dearth of home closet organizing 
options and found that what was being offered on the market 
was both short on design and long on expense. So, in those pre-
internet days (!) he began researching closet systems. Laughingly, 
Steve describes going to the library to look up closet remodelers 
in other cities via the Yellow Pages. After a dozen phone calls, he 
made headway and was able to make contact with one of the few 
suppliers at the time.

Once he made the leap to become a closet designer, Steve real-
ized he would first have to decide if he should buy into a national 
franchise or maintain an independent small business. His desire 

to remain independent won out with his decision to be the one 
responsible for the quality and diversity of the goods and services 
he would provide. And… Chesapeake Closets was born.

Working out of his garage, Steve began as the company’s jack-of-
all-trades – providing the custom design, ordering the system and 
installing the closet. He was fortunate to have plenty of advice 
from two brothers who worked in the construction and remodel-
ing businesses. Vice President Danny Black, who is also Steve’s 
nephew, joined the business as a high school student, helping 
with installation. Danny came on full-time twelve years ago and 
now serves as Steve’s right-hand man. They are proud to have a 
steady group of installers who have been hired only after a vigor-
ous vetting process and with solid recommendations. None of the 
installation work is subcontracted and they consider themselves 
a full service company, from design to post project clean-up. 
Satisfied customers are their priority and they are proud to claim 
that word-of-mouth recommendations remain their most common 
source of new clients.

The process to design a closet system through Chesapeake Closets 
is simple; it starts with an in-home assessment. Although the 
majority of their business is in existing homes, they are equally 
as skilled at working from blueprints for new construction. Danny 
likes to say, “need drives the design” and so an assessment of 
clothing amounts and customer size can be as important as un-
derstanding the size of the space in question. Chesapeake Closets 
then creates a free, three-dimensional rendering of the closet 
space. They like to include short- and long-hanging space, open 
shelving and shoe storage. They are also experienced in the details 

Closeting Old New Year’s Resolutions

Steve Black with one of his closet arrangements    
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
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that go along with a closet space such as designing the necessary 
lighting or the appropriate width walkway for a walk-in closet. 
After the initial design, additions or revisions are customer-driven 
and usually involve trim, finishes and other details such as valet 
poles and belt racks. The turn-around time from completed design 
to installation is anywhere from three to six weeks and installa-
tion itself typically takes one to two days.

When asked about tips for homes with small closets, like many 
in our neighborhoods, Steve offers, “Think about all your stor-
age needs as a whole.” Determine your greatest need – is it linen 
storage or shoe space? First, address the closet that houses that 
need to maximize efficiency, then look at other storage needs 
in descending order. Steve and Danny frequently see frustrated 
clients who have first been helped by a non-closet designer and 
received bad advice. It can be complicated and costly to get the 
closet system right, so it is important to ask a professional from 
the start.

Chesapeake Closets is a locally-owned business. Their closets 
will bring a smile to all who yearn to bring order to their clutter. 
Check out their work at www.chesapeakeclosets.com or call for 
your free assessment (410-823-7342). Fulfill that lingering New 
Year’s resolution for a cleaner, less cluttered life!

Roland Run Flood 
Insurance Rate Map 
Correction Requested
In August Baltimore County submitted a Letter of Map Change 
(LOMC) request to correct information shown on the current effec-
tive Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Roland Run, a water-
way that begins in Timonium and flows south into Lake Roland. 
According to the cover letter submitted by David L. Thomas, P.E. 
with the application, “… a significant number of property own-
ers carrying flood insurance are paying premiums at the zone AE 
rate which, if the subject LOMC request is approved and the FIRM 
corrected, would be insurable at the much lower zone X rate.” 
According to Mr. Thomas, while some currently included properties 
will no longer be designated in the floodplain, other properties 
which had not been included prior to the change would now be 
included. This will affect those newly-included property owners 
with mortgages who will be required to purchase flood insurance. 
When this happens, Mr. Thomas suggests that you contact his 
office for explanations and, if necessary, to check for errors in the 
new maps. Mr. Thomas can be reached at 410-887-3984 or email 
at dthomas@baltimorecountymd.gov.

Bellona Lane  
Orthopaedic Associates

Brightwood Club Association

Burdette, Koehler, Murphy & 
Associates, Inc.

Church of the Good Shepherd

D.W. Kozera, Inc., Engineer

Falls Road Animal Hospital

Fred H. Klaunberg

Graul’s Markets

Hall & Co.

Hoffberger Moving Services

J. McLaughlin

Jewels

Kleenize Rug Cleaners

Linens & Lingerie

Mission Helpers of  
the Sacred Heart

More Than Fine Framing, Inc.

Needles and Threads  
of Ruxton

Peter Belitsos

Pickersgill Retirement 
Community

Pro Lawn Plus, Inc.

Ruxton Animal Hospital

Ruxton Tower Eye Associates

School Sisters of Notre Dame

Simply Noted

Statewide Contracting 
Services, Inc.

The Mitre Box, LLC

Trinity Life

The Davey Tree Company

Thank You, 2014 Patrons!
RRLRAIA appreciates the support of our Patrons every year 
and we encourage you to support these good neighbors.



6

Dear Mary Kate,

My two grown children have moved back 
home. After years of expensive schooling 
they declare that they’d rather live with 
mommy for the time being. I am divorced 
and I was enjoying my independence. I 
thought that my two kids would want to 
get out and get jobs and have their own 
lives. I love them, but they are driving me 
crazy. What can I do?

Signed,

Bothered and Bewildered

Dear Bothered and Bewildered,

First of all, let me say that children are 
fine, but no one will ever love you the way 
your dog does. Now, the solution to your 
problem is simple, but it will require firm 
resolve on your part.

First, remove all cell phones, computers, laptops, tablets, iPads, 
iPods, televisions and cable TV/satellite TV paraphernalia. You might 
have to remove some of these items while your kids are asleep. 

Next, replace all of this stuff with two rotary telephones (see pho-
to). These are easily available at any flea market or antique shop. 

One telephone is for the living room and 
the other is for your bedroom.

You are allowed to have one old-style 
television in the living room. Only local 
channel access, however! Is Captain 
Chesapeake still on? Vintage transistor 
radios and vintage turntable record play-
ers are also allowed. I hope you saved 
your vinyl LPs! If the kids want a cell 
phone tell them they can buy one with 
their own money when they get a job.

I know it will be painful to live without 
cable TV, but I promise you that the chil-
dren will be out within three months!

Goodbye until next time,

Mary Kate

Editor’s note: Thank you to an RRLRAIA member for this amusing 
contribution.

Mary Kate Tells It Like It Is

The mysterious Mary Kate   
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Sold Properties from June – October 2014

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group  
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Address List Price  soLd Price

1619 Alston Road  375,000

1624 Alston Road 336,100 320,000

8 Bowen Mill Road 2,100,000 1,925,000

7343 Brightside Road  2,375,000

105 Brightwood Club Drive 189,900 238,000

205 Brightwood Club Drive  75,000

508 Brightwood Club Drive 199,000 185,000

513 Brightwood Club Drive 425,000 340,000

514 Brightwood Club Drive  87,000

17 Buchanan Road 879,000 879,000

8200 Burnley Road  430,500

8230 Burnley Road  522,500

7012 Charles Ridge Road 420,000 420,000

640 Charles Street Avenue  225,250

419 Chestnut Avenue  500,000

623 Chestnut Avenue 459,900 459,900

1741 Circle Road 739,000 752,895

1805 Circle Road 550,000 545,000

13 Coldwater Court  425,000

20 Coldwater Court 487,500 450,000

7839 Ellenham Road 1,489,000 1,395,000

803 Eton Road 824,000 810,000

8101 Halton Road  365,000

1804 Indian Head Road 935,000 885,000

2010 Indian Head Road 440,000 410,000

8200 Jeffers Circle 344,900 330,000

1401 Jeffers Road  202,500

1411 Jeffers Road 285,000 279,000

1433 Jeffers Road 450,000 450,000

30 Judges Lane 359,900 325,000

10 Lacosta Court 279,000 271,500

1817 Landrake Road  400,000

1513 Locust Avenue  115,000

1001 Malvern Avenue 1,350,000 1,222,500

1417 Malvern Avenue 1,089,000 1,000,000

21 Meadow Road 998,000 924,000

900 Navy Road 599,000 590,000

1 Overlook Place 849,000 825,000

608 Piccadilly Road   265,000

Address List Price  soLd Price

627 Piccadilly Road   337,000

6402 Pratt Avenue 525,000 522,000

8104 Rider Avenue 435,000 390,000

8115 Rider Avenue  328,000

1604 Ruxton Court 359,000 347,000

1902 Ruxton Road 1,295,000 1,225,000

1907 Ruxton Road  1,142,889

1936 Ruxton Road 1,150,000 1,060,000

2011 Skyline Road 827,000 775,000

814 Trafalgar Road 409,900 410,900

1003 Wagner Road 1,075,000 1,015,000

1009 West Wind Court 1,195,000 1,125,000

1217 Wine Spring Lane  455,000

105 Woodbrook Lane  875,000

109 Woodbrook Lane  925,000

103 Woodbrook Lane  825,000

120 Woodbrook Lane 3,995,000 3,275,777

We strive to provide you and your family 
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE through the 
combined expertise of ophthalmology, optometry, 
and opticianry – all at one office for over 30 years.

Better  
Vision  
for a 
Brighter 
Tomorrow

Ruxton Towers  
Eye Associates

Ruxton Towers  F  Suite 104  F  8415 Bellona Lane   
Towson, Maryland 21204  F  410-828-9270   

www.ruxtoneye.com

Listed in “TOP DOCS” Baltimore Magazine – 2011 & 2012



by Elise Butler and Nancy Worden Horst

During temperate weather months activities and pleasures abound 
in Robert E. Lee Park: fairy princess parties, nature scout hunts 
and s’mores around the campfire, art classes and history walks, 
even a Zombie Horde scavenger hunt! But as the weather turns too 
cold for outdoor activities many of these fun opportunities have 
to be moved indoors. Currently there is one small activity space 
in which to pursue activities like these. Now called the Ranger 
Station, a former restroom has been re-purposed as an office for 
the Park ranger staff and a small meeting space. This same space 
also houses programs during warm seasons when weather chases 
summer camp participants under cover such as during summer 
thunderstorms or tornado alerts. The Ranger Station is also the 
only available place to host the special needs children from the 
Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital who visit for craft activities but 
the space is not sufficiently large or suitably equipped for use by 
individuals with disabilities.

To address these needs, the Robert E Lee Park Nature Council, in 
partnership with Baltimore County, is proposing to build the Lake 
Roland Education Center. The Center will be located in the heart 
of the Park and complement recent improvements such as the new 
pavilion, Paw Point Dog Park and Acorn Hill (the children’s play 
area). The multi-purpose building will be designed to accommo-

date all these needs for year-round meeting or instructional space 
for up to 75 people, including for disabled children and seniors, 
and be fully ADA-accessible. The proposed building site would look 
out over the dam’s waterfall and historic landscape and provide 
easy access to the Light Rail station via the existing boardwalk 
or to the main entrance of the Park on Lakeside Drive. Accessibil-
ity from the Falls Road Light Rail station via the raised boardwalk 
makes this facility a “transit oriented resource” and the first of its 
kind in the Baltimore metro area.

The building and construction are to be as ‘green’ as possible. Be-
cause of challenging topographical constraints, the Education Cen-
ter will be elevated on piers to minimize its environmental impact. 
To the extent possible, renewable construction materials will be 
used. Both geothermal and solar array panels will be considered to 
minimize energy use. The location of the site along the boardwalk 
is also a naturally cool space during the summer months when the 
surrounding tree canopy will provide shading. Finally, the fact that 
fewer people need to drive to the Park because it can be accessed 
by public transport will minimize Park users’ carbon footprint. The 
cost of this important project is estimated to be approximately 
$1.2 million.

As much as a third of the money will need to be raised from 
private funds. We hope that Park users and neighbors will be 
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Lake Roland Education Center



generous with their 
resources and with 
their efforts. Part 
of the project may 
be funded through 
a State bond bill; 
however, passage of a 
bond bill in these dif-
ficult economic times 
will require active lob-
bying by all friends of 
the Park. Beginning in 
January please watch 
the website http://
relpnc.org for infor-
mation about how 
you can help with this 
effort by, for example, 
contacting your legis-
lators, asking friends 
and neighbors to 
join in the effort and 
giving directly to this 
neighborhood ame-
nity. Building the new 
Lake Roland Education 
Center in the heart of 
the Ruxton, Rider-
wood and Lake Roland 
area communities will 
require the enthusiastic participation of everyone.
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 www.davey.com
410-377-4002

Greater Baltimore

· Dormant Pruning · Removal · Certified Arborists
 · Free Consultations

· MD Lic. Tree Experts #767, #046

Have You Seen This Bug?

Photo credit: Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - Forestry Archive, Bugwood.org

The Emerald Ash Borer is responsible for the destruction of 
up to 200 million ash trees in the U.S. and the numbers are 
expected to keep rising. In other words, time is critical with 
this pest. Contact your local Davey arborist for a property 
inspection and recommendations for EAB management. 

Concept floor plan for proposed new education center      Courtesy Hord | Coplan | Macht

Holiday Party in the Woods
Join your neighbors and friends on Saturday, 

December 20, from 4 – 6 p.m. at the Old Rugby 
Field (between Robert E. Lee Park and the Light 

Rail) off L’Hirondelle Club Road.

Dress warmly - wear boots - bring flashlights.

No dogs, please. Questions? Call 410-494-7757 or 
email office@rrlraia.org.

visit with Santa

roasted 
 marshmallows sing carols

hotdogs

cookies and hot 
chocolate



by Jessica Paffenbarger

At the fall Annual Meeting we officially said goodbye to our outgo-
ing and welcomed our incoming Board members. 

Several two-term Board members retired after 
distinguished tenures of time and talent. Kathy 
Mountcastle, whose six-year term on the Board 
included two years as Board President, has been 
a versatile Board member. She served on the 
Newsletter Committee, the Zoning Committee and, 
most recently, as chair of the Nominating Com-
mittee. Kathy also sits on the Greater Ruxton Area 
Foundation board and acts as a liaison between 
our two organizations. Keith Murray ably served as 
the Association’s Treasurer for several years during 
which time he upgraded our accounting systems 
and re-examined all of our overhead expenses 
for fiscal suitability. In addition, he chaired the 
Nominating Committee for two years. We will 
miss Keith’s willingness to take on any job with 
efficiency and good humor and Kathy’s quiet, but 
astute, guidance on issues large and small. Truth 
be told, mostly we will miss the contributions of 
Keith’s wife Vicki to our potluck events which were as good as any 
caterer’s fare!

We also have two out-going one-term Board members, Greg Gless-
ner and Jake Martin. Greg chaired the Transportation Committee. 
He also sat on the Nominating Committee and the Events Commit-

tee where he helped spearhead 
our annual Holiday Party in the 
Woods gatherings. As a former 
Riderwood Elementary School PTA 
President, Greg’s insights into 
school-related issues were always 
very helpful. Jake was a mem-
ber of the Enhancements and 
Historic Preservation Committee 
and the Transportation Commit-
tee. Despite a heavy work-related 
travel schedule, Jake offered help 
when asked. He helped create an 
online interactive map of historic 
properties within our boundaries 
and aided the digitally-chal-
lenged on the Board in using new 
technologies to accomplish our 
community plans.

Grant Cleverley, who has moved 
from our area and must retire before his tenure is up, spent the 
past year working on the Community Enhancements/Historic 
Preservation Committee. He investigated options for a neighbor-
hood signage program, the results of which you should soon see. 
He also served on the Newsletter/Website Committee where he 
contributed to Neighborhood NEWS and helped to maintain our 
website.

At the Annual Meeting the community approved the appointment 
of six new Board members. We are pleased to welcome Shannon 
Brown, Thomas Brown, Susan Law, Mary McKenna, Courtney Mid-
delton and Clark Parriott.

Shannon Brown, was born in Baltimore and raised in Ruxton 
where she has lived for over 30 years. She is married to Teddy 
(who has also lived in the RRLR area for about 30 years) and has 
three children – 17, 15 and 14 years old. She is an epidemiologist 
currently investigating autism at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. Shannon enjoys hiking, running, walking, 
skiing, yoga, golf, kayaking, tennis and ice hockey.

Thomas Brown is a Baltimore native who, for 23 years, has oper-
ated Thomas Brown, Woodwright LLC, a manufacturer of custom 
and historic architectural millwork. He and his wife Kathleen live 
in an 1863 Falls Road home built on the site of the Bare Hills 
Tavern. The tavern is thought to have been built shortly after the 
laying out of the Falls Road Turnpike in about 1812. Several stone 
mile markers are still visible near the Brown home. They have one 
son, who recently was married. Tom is dedicated to the preserva-
tion of the physical traces of yesteryear that connect us to prior 
generations. Here in our neighborhoods are several built environ-
ments whose fascinating details reveal our local legacy. Tom feels 
strongly that these important traces are all too easily erased in 
the name of “improvement” and he looks forward to benefiting 
this cause by serving on the Board of RRLRAIA, whose goals and 
concerns overlap his own. Tom’s other interests include Shake-
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New Board Members

Tom Brown and Shannon Brown (not related)  
Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger
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speare, antique motorcycles and adopting 
rescue dogs.

Susan Law is also a Baltimore native and 
currently lives at Ruxton Crossing where she 
serves on the HOA board. She worked for 31 
years in Baltimore County Public Schools as 
a third grade teacher, reading specialist and 
elementary school assistant principal (15 
years). Presently, Susan works with the Con-
nelly/Whitty group at the Long and Foster 
Greenspring office. Susan enjoys spending 
time on the Bay near Ocean City, enjoys play-
ing bridge, golfing and biking on the NCR trail.

Mary McKenna was raised in Ann Arbor and 
attended Michigan State University. In 1980 
she settled in Baltimore and has resided in 
Roland Park, Bolton Hill, Federal Hill and 
Fells Point. She chose Maryland for its beauty, history and prox-

imity to the cultural and 
historic attractions of D.C., 
Philadelphia and New York. 
She loves the easy access 
to the Chesapeake Bay, 
Atlantic shore and the Ap-
palachian Mountains. Mary 
and her husband purchased 
their home in the Lake 
Roland area in 2001. Mary 
recently retired from the 
mortgage banking industry. 
Prior experience included 
food service manage-
ment at such locations as 
Kennedy Center, National 
Gallery of Art and The Air 
and Space Museum. She 

also managed a small nonprofit in Baltimore. Mary enjoys frequent 
walks through the neighborhoods and on the trails around Robert 

E. Lee Park. She is looking 
forward to working on the 
Board and participating in 
the planned community 
events.

Courtney Middelton 
has lived in Ruxton for 
12 years – first on Ber-
wick Road and now on 
Labelle Avenue. She and 
her husband, Dan, have 
a 12-year-old daughter 
and two dogs (Mallet, a 
chocolate lab and Weaver, 
a black lab). Courtney grew 
up in various countries in 
Latin America and attended 
The Lawrenceville School, 

followed by Davidson College. She has worked in the financial 
services industry for almost twenty years and is currently with RBC 
Wealth Management. An active member of L’Hirondelle Club, she 

enjoys tennis, paddle tennis, relax-
ing by the pool and time with family 
and friends. Courtney looks forward 
to serving on the Board in support of 
the neighborhoods she calls home.

(Jackson) Clark Parriott lives on 
Overbrook Road. As newly-weds, 
he and his wife, Ashley, moved to 
Baltimore in 1992 from St. Louis, MO. 
Twenty-two years and three children 
later they still love Baltimore and 
truly appreciate their neighborhood 
and community. Their three children 
are all currently in college. Clark 
and Ashley love having the everyday 
necessities within walking distance 
– their church, grocery store, bank, 
florist and gas station are all literally 

within a two minute radius. As owner of a small business, Clark’s 
expertise is in sales and marketing. He is currently involved with 
a variety of non-profit organizations – The Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Radio Reading Network of Maryland, Habitat for Human-
ity and True the Vote. Darby, a 1-1/2 year old golden Retriever, 
rounds out the family. Clark’s interests include playing tennis, golf, 
paddle tennis, politics and watching the Ravens on Sunday at M&T 
Bank Stadium.

Clark Parriott and Susan Law    
Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger

Courtney Middelton 
Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger

Mary McKenna 
Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger



Towson’s month-long WinterFest, sponsored by the Towson Cham-
ber of Commerce, has something for everyone.

Baltimore County Tree Lighting
Friday, November 21, 6 – 8 p.m.

Festivities include a parade, tree lighting ceremony, opening of 
Santa’s Workshop, Santa’s arrival by fire truck and the Budweiser 
Clydesdales. Olympian Park, 1 W. Joppa Road (near Towson Circle).

Ho Ho Ho Happy Hours
Thursdays December 4, 11 and 18

Join the fun and celebrate the holiday season on Thursday eve-
nings at one of the many participating bars and restaurants that 
will be offering drink and food specials!

Breakfast with Frosty
Saturday, December 6, 9 a.m.

Come out and meet the famous snowman! Enjoy breakfast with 
Frosty and your family. $5 Children, $10 Adults. Souris, 537 York 
Road (Towson Circle). Reservation recommended.

Santa’s Workshop & Movie
Saturday, December 6 from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Kids can create holiday gifts at Santa’s Craft Workshop and watch 
the holiday classic, Frosty the Snowman. Movie starts at 10:30 
a.m., 1 E. Joppa Road (Towson Circle).

Fire & Ice and Christmas Tree Judging
Friday, December 12 from 6 – 9 p.m.

Rain date December 19

View ice sculptures located around Downtown Towson. There will 
also be street performers, Christmas tree judging and free s’mores. 
Locations listed at www.towsonchamber.com.

Breakfast with the Grinch
Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m.

For a memorable holiday breakfast, bring your kids to eat along 
with the holiday character, the Grinch. $5 Children, $10 Adults. 
Charles Village Pub, 19 W. Pennsylvania Avenue. Reservation rec-
ommended.

Santa’s Workshop & Movie
Saturday, December 13 from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Kids can create holiday gifts at Santa’s Craft Workshop and watch 
the holiday classic, The Grinch. Movie starts at 10:30 a.m., 1 E. 
Joppa Road (Towson Circle).

For more detailed information about these events, visit www.
towsonchamber.com or call the Towson Chamber of Commerce at 
410-825-1144.
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Towson WinterFest Activities

Silent Night 1814
Continued from page 3

Editor’s Note: For fervent history buffs, here is further information from 
our author about those Terms of Peace and the many congregations in 
the greater Baltimore area.

The Terms of Peace basically set the clock back to how things were 
before the war started: American goals to contain the maritime 
misadventures of the British, secure fishing rights off Newfoundland 
and increase northern boundaries into Canadian territory went unmet. 
British demands for special access to the Mississippi River, an Indian 
buffer state between the US and Canada and severe restrictions on 
American access to the Great Lakes were also unmet.

By 1810 Baltimore was home to at least 12 official churches and 
other unofficial meeting houses: St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal Church 
(1692); Zion Lutheran Church (1755); Old Town Friends Meeting House 
(1781); First Presbyterian Church (1761); The United Brethren In Christ 
Church (Old Otterbein 1771); Lovely Lane Methodist Meeting House 
(1774); First German Reformed Church (1758, 1787); Sharp Street 
African American Methodist Church (1787); Historic St. Mary’s Seminary 
Chapel (1791); Christ Church (1796); Grace and St. Peter’s Church 
(1801); New St. Paul’s Church (1812); and a half completed (1806-21) 
Baltimore Cathedral (Basilica of the Assumption) whose foundation 
was enlisted as the second line of defense should the earthen works be 
breached during the war! 

Worshippers in the RRLRAIA area could chose from The General Baptist 
Church in Chestnut Ridge (1742), The Hunt’s Methodist Church (1773), 
and the Methodist meetings at Hampton Mansion (1790). Towson had 
no known churches or meeting houses in 1814.

Until 1826 Maryland’s constitution required that public office holders 
swear an oath to Christianity so few people of other faiths settled in 
the state before that clause was revoked.
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Recipe courtesy Eddie’s of Roland Park

A comfy autumn dessert that is easy 
to serve through the holidays.

Bread pudding ingredients:
1 tsp unsalted butter, softened

2 C half and half

16 oz can pumpkin pie filling

1 C packed dark brown sugar

2 large eggs

1-½ tsp vanilla extract

10 C egg bread, such as Challah, cut into ½ inch cubes, approx. 
12 oz

½ C dried cranberries, optional

Caramel sauce ingredients:
1-¼ C dark brown sugar

½ C unsalted butter

½ C whipping cream

Preheat oven to 350°F. Butter a deep dish glass pie pan or oven-
to-table baking dish and set aside. Whisk together half and half, 
pumpkin pie filling, brown sugar, eggs and vanilla extract. Fold in 

bread cubes. Add cranberries, if desired. Pour bread mixture into 
prepared baking dish. Allow to set for 15 minutes. Bake for 40 
minutes or until tester comes out clean when inserted in the 
center of the dish.

Meanwhile, prepare the caramel sauce. Stir together brown 
sugar and butter in a heavy medium saucepan over medium 

heat until butter is melted. Whisk in cream and stir until sauce 
is smooth and sugar is dissolved, about five minutes. Serve bread 

pudding warm with sauce drizzled on top and extra sauce on the 
side. Serves 6.

Eddie’s Tip: Try serving pumpkin sundaes with warm bread pudding 
topped with a scoop of vanilla ice cream, then drizzle with warm 
caramel sauce and toasted pecans.

Eddie’s food trivia (found online, for 1814)…Did you know that Henri 
Nestlé was born in 1814 and invented infant formula, then expanded 
his company to include condensed milk and chocolate? Also, in 1814 
Benjamin Thompson, an American physician, invented the percolator 
and created baked Alaska.

Easy Pumpkin Bread 
Pudding With Warm 
Caramel Sauce
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necessary, in the early 2000s RRLRAIA Board members continued 
the efforts of many past Boards and worked with elected officials 
to eventually see the 2009 transfer of the management of the 
Park from Baltimore City to Baltimore County via two 50-year 
licenses. With the transfer of the Park to the County came many 
long-awaited capital improvements including construction of the 
new bridge by the lake’s dam and a boardwalk 
from the MTA Light Rail parking lot, shoreline 
restoration, a one-plus acre enclosed dog park 
with water access (Paw Point), repurposing of a 
former restroom facility into a ranger station, a 
new pavilion for community use, renovation of 
the historic train trestle and, most recently, a 
children’s playground (Acorn Hill).

The transformation of the Park became a reality 
because of the leadership of the County, State, 
RELPNC and RRLRAIA. Leaders of the aforemen-
tioned groups past and present played a role in 
the Park we all enjoy today. 

RELPNC and Park rangers organize and run 
many children’s programs, summer camps 
(our neighbors at Brooklandville Fire Station 
help out with some of these events such as providing the slip-

and-slide), overnight camp-outs, maple sugaring, senior walks 
and more. The trails committee manages trail clearance and trash 
removal. Several corporate neighbors have donated time and/
or funds or provided services at cost to help with various Park 
programs and improvements.

There are many natural inhabitants 
of the Park (otters, birds, turtles, 
butterflies, deer…). Continuing 
challenges include overpopulation 
of the white-tailed deer and the 
invasive plants; sadly, there are 
more invasives than native plants 
at this point. A future project is a 
walking loop over the railway bridge 
since the Park currently has very few 
loop trails. Also, the proposed Lake 
Roland Education Center, an indoor 
space which would help turn the 
Park into a four-season destination, 
is in the planning stage. With a con-
cept by Hord | Coplan | Macht, the 
proposed 2,500 square foot facility 

would provide for a 75-student main facility in a flex space, tied 
in to the existing boardwalk, fully ADA compliant, with views of 
the waterfall/dam. For updates and information about activities, 
events and plans for the Park, visit http://relpnc.org.

The presentation was concluded with an update on progress being 
made in the Bare Hills area which includes a new retail and office 
development project and a new traffic signal at Falls Road and 
Clarkview. The collective effect of these improvements brings a 
new vibrance to the Bare Hills Village, with more to come in the 
future.

Following the presentation, Patrick introduced Treasurer Linda 
Murphy who reported that our annual budget is approximately 
$100,000 which comes primarily from dues and newsletter ad-
vertising. Expenses include the salary of a part-time executive 
director, several RRLRAIA-sponsored events, the costs of publish-
ing the newsletter and directory, as well as an annual set-aside 
for reserves for items such as updating our community plan every 
decade.

Kathy Mountcastle, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented 
the slate of six new candidates for the Board (see page 10) and 
two current Board members, Patrick Jarosinski and Elise Butler, 
were re-elected for a second term. Kathy then proposed a Reso-
lution (approved by the members) to authorize members of the 
Board to represent the Association in certain zoning matters. 
Patrick recognized outgoing Board members Greg Glessner, Jake 
Martin, Kathy Mountcastle (a former RRLRAIA President), Keith 
Murray (former Treasurer) and Grant Cleverley.

The Annual Meeting was adjourned and a brief Board meeting was 
then held to elect officers for the upcoming year: Patrick Jarosin-
ski (President), Jessica Paffenbarger (First Vice President), Linda 
Murphy (Treasurer), Laura Shmerler (Second Vice President) and 
Tracy Miller (Secretary).

Annual Meeting Highlights
Continued from page 1

Caption: Meet-and-Greet: Delegate Steve Lafferty, 
Senator Bobby Zirkin, Senator James Brochin and 
Delegate Dan Morhaim  Photo courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger

State of the Art
20 Bay Service Center

Located Right Down
Northern Parkway

Owned by a
Ruxton Family

Insurance Approved
Body Shop

Voted ‘Dealer of the Year’
3 Years Running

Master Technicians

Specializing in Foreign
Vehicles with the Latest
Diagnostic Technology

Same Day Repairs

Oil Change Quick Lane

We Beat Franchise Prices
Loaner Vehicles Available

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY ONLINE AND 
SCHEDULE YOUR SERVICE APPOINTMENT

CARBIZ.COM

COME SEE WHY CARBIZ IS 
MARYLAND'S LARGEST
INDEPENDENT DEALER.
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Kids Corner 
by Charlie Nuermberger 

Bumper Stumpers 
Can you identify these vanity license plates?

1. T8O JUU (hint: two of the same letter could be plural, as in ‘U’s)

2. IUU22LS

3. FYRWORX

4. SHATO

5. SOL M8S

Solutions to Bumper Stickers and Rebus Fun on page 18

Rebus Fun

6.  ---------READ---------

7.  MAN 

 ____

 BOARD

8.   ECONOMY

9.  HEAD 

 _____

 HEELS

10. WINEEEEEE



16

Bare Hills Area Development Committee is responsible for inter-
preting and implementing the development plans for the Bare Hills 
commercial area as outlined in the RRLRAIA Community Plan 2010. 
This year the Committee:

3 Continued to lay the groundwork with stakeholders in the Bare 
Hills commercial area for future development.

3 Continued to meet with County Planning Office officials about a 
strategy and plan for development of the area.

3 Monitored and informed the Board of issues regarding Bare Hills 
commercial properties for sale, applications for variances or 
local work by County or State agencies.

3 Monitored and informed the Board of issues related to Robert E. 
Park including a proposed new $1 million education center.

3 Convened a meeting with Baltimore County Police and 
representatives of Royal Farms to discuss security concerns at 
the Falls Road Royal Farms store.

3 Monitored expansion of Pepe’s and attended hearing for parking 
variance request.

3 Facilitated meeting with new owners of Penniman & Browne 
building (6252 Falls Road) to discuss plans for a florist business. 
Supported the inclusion of this property in the planned 
industrial park and supported County Council Bill that modified 

zoning regulations to allow the proposed use.
3 Met with new owner of former Sunnyfields property (6305 Falls 

Road) to discuss plans for a kitchen showroom on the site.
3 Monitored request for variance for Falls Road Animal Hospital 

and attended variance hearing.
3 Reviewed building design for Capital Funding Group’s new 

commercial building at the corner of Blair Hill Road.
3 Currently monitoring two code enforcement/livability code 

issues.
3 Participated in several hearings and met with impacted 

residential property owners related to a development plan for a 
large addition to Coppermine Fieldhouse.

Enhancements and Historic Preservation Committee is charged 
with improving and protecting the historical and aesthetic fabric 
of our community. Accomplishments include:

3 Created an interactive database and map of historic properties 
and community assets for future inclusion on the website.

3 Contributed to the newsletter series on the history and variety 
of the architectural styles of neighborhood buildings.

3 Planned for a design standard for signage at community 
gateways.

RRLRAIA Committee Reports for 2013-2014
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3 Implemented evening events in the neighborhoods’ commercial 
areas bringing together neighbors and business owners to 
promote these areas as places of community goodwill and 
exchange.

Events Committee plans and stages community-wide, as well as 
Board of Governors, special events. This year the Committee suc-
cessfully planned and/or managed:

3 Four roadside clean-up events on portions of Falls and Old Court 
Roads.

3 Two stream clean-up events of waterways within our community.
3 Spring Dumpster Day held at Riderwood Elementary School.
3 The annual Holiday Party in the Woods event.
3 A Fall Shredder Day held at Riderwood Elementary School.
3 A new E-cycling event held in conjunction with the fall Shredder 

Day.
3 With the Enhancements and Historic Preservation Committee, 

coordinated Friday Night Lights (a spring evening event) and 
Bare Hills business community Happy Hour (a fall event) in the 
neighborhoods’ commercial areas.

3 Winter and summer Board of Governors potluck dinner meetings.
Membership Committee solicits new members and issues renewal 
letters and dues requests to the existing membership. This year 
the Committee:

3 Issued more than 3,000 letters soliciting membership or  
renewal requests.

3 Compiled information for upcoming membership directory.
3 Maintained a membership database of more than 1,000 

continuing members.
Newsletter and Website Committee is responsible for writing and 
producing the RRLRAIA Neighborhood NEWS and for maintaining 
and updating the website at www.rrlraia.org. Achievements this 
year include:

3 Updated and continued to review potential features for the new 
website.

3 Maintained a website focus on communicating important 
committee information.

3 Wrote and produced three newsletters.
3 Reviewed advertising prices and implemented an increase for 

underwriting the costs of laying out, printing and mailing the 
newsletter.

Nominating Committee must fill annual Board vacancies with 
attention to proportionate representation from the ten neighbor-
hood districts. This year the Committee has recommended six new 
Board members for election and two sitting members for a second 
term. There is one vacancy due to a Board member moving out of 
our area. The timing was such that it was too late to fill the seat 
for this year and the seat will remain vacant.

Transportation Committee is charged with governing all issues 
related to roads and sidewalks in the community. This year the 
Committee: 

3 Maintained a long-standing relationship with the roadway 
agencies of the State and County.

3 With the Bare Hills Committee, explored several area traffic 
control issues including a traffic light at Clarkview and Falls 
Roads.

3 Responded to members’ traffic concerns by contacting 
appropriate State and County agencies.

3 Coordinated a meeting with Baltimore County Traffic Engineering 
and business/residential property owners to explore ways to 
relieve the traffic congestion on the lower part of Labelle 
Avenue. Emory Place was made one-way and signage on Labelle 
Avenue was modified.

Zoning Committee is charged with monitoring and overseeing all 
community zoning issues. These issues typically include: requests 
for variances, sub-division requests, design review for new residen-
tial construction and code enforcement. The 2010 Community Plan 
serves as a guide for all requests for changes to current zoning 
designation or proposed changes to land use/zoning in both the 
residential areas and the six commercial centers within the com-
munity. This has proven to be a busy year for zoning within our 
community. In addition to the land use items previously reported 
by the Bare Hills Area Development Committee, the Zoning Com-
mittee has actively participated in:



3 Design review and appearance before the Baltimore County 
Design Review Panel (DRP) for approximately 13 residences. The 
Executive Director and Committee routinely meet with impacted 
neighbors for input. In a number of cases, Association input 
has dramatically altered the ultimate design plans. In one case, 
plans for a spec house on a prominent corner were deemed by 
the DRP to be out of character with the community.

3 A significant amount of time and resources were devoted to a 
case that involved an accessory building that was constructed 
without required County permits, including a required variance. 
The costly project was determined to be within a flood 
plain. The County ordered its removal thus underscoring the 
importance of following County-mandated procedures and 
obtaining required permits and other necessary approvals in 
advance.

Challenges to be undertaken in the future include:

3 Expanding design review to the commercial centers within the 
Association boundaries (presently only residential properties are 
subject to review by the DRP).

3 In-law apartments. Currently these are not necessarily subject to 
design review. These apartments, however, can be of significant 
size and result in significant visual impact to surrounding 
residents. This raises the issue of whether these additions 
should be included in the design review process.
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RRLRAIA Committee Reports Continued

Solutions to Bumper Stickers  
and Rebus Fun 

BGE Plans Improved 
Reliability for Ruxton Areas
Representatives from BGE’s Customer Engineering and External  
Affairs group attended our August Board meeting to discuss elec-
tricity reliability improvements coming to the Ruxton area. The 
entire community in/around the Ruxton Road area will see ben-
efits from these improvements. Some areas, such as Circle Road 
and Ellenham Road, have experienced a slightly higher number 
of outages than the rest of the community. Therefore, these are 
the areas where BGE is exploring the use of additional technology 
(and possibly enhanced tree trimming) with the goal of reducing 
the number of outages in these smaller pockets within the com-
munity. Note that the plans are not yet finalized.

The proposed improvements are as follows:

n BGE will replace targeted portions of overhead wire running 
through heavily wooded areas with underground cable and 
related above-ground equipment. Removing the overhead 
equipment in these areas will reduce outages.

n Tree trimming. Customers experience up to 40 percent fewer 
tree-related power interruptions in areas where tree branches 
have been recently cut back from power lines. BGE will work 
with home owners to address trees on private property.

n Existing equipment has been inspected and will be upgraded as 
necessary.

n BGE is also exploring the use of new technology to reduce 
the number of outages longer than five minutes for specific 
areas within the Ruxton community that are experiencing an 
unusually high number of outages.

By removing targeted portions of overhead wires, performing 
enhanced tree trimming and installing underground cable, BGE 
aims to reduce the number of outages experienced by the commu-
nity. Please note, however, that your existing service (wire to your 
home) will remain overhead and many of the poles will remain in 
place. This work is scheduled to start in 2015. If you have any 
questions, please contact BGE at 800-685-0123 and reference this 
communication when speaking to a BGE representative.

 1. Tomato Juice

2. I used two tools

3. Fireworks

4. Shadow

5. Soul Mates

6. Read between the lines

7. Man over board

8. Growing economy

9. Head over heels

10. Win with ease
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by Shannon Putman

Chances are you have already admired linens from Table Toppers 
when you attended a 
graduation or wedding 
ceremony. Tucked away 
on Serpentine Road (near 
the Bare Hills Business 
Park) off Falls Road, Table 
Toppers is an innovative 
and creative company 
providing specialty linens 
for all types of gatherings 
and celebrations. It was 
started in 1998 by Patri-
cia Boyle in her quest to 
find a job that allowed 
some flexibility in rais-
ing her family. She had 
been working as a Wall 
Street banker but was 
inspired by a friend in 
New England who owned 
a similar linen rental 
business. Patricia states, 
“It seemed like a fun and 
interesting cottage industry and I definitely saw it as a niche not 
yet filled in Baltimore.”

Patricia began subletting linens from her friend and, in 2000, rent-
ed her own storage facility for linens she had purchased. In 2001 
she moved Table Toppers to its current location on Serpentine 
Road near Bare Hills. Patricia describes Table Toppers as a full ser-
vice linen supplier from tablecloths and napkins to specialty chair 
covers. She employs six full-time staff and hires part-time workers 
on weekends to help with set-up at various venues. Although she 
has many simple, single-colored cloths available, her specialty is 
beautiful custom linens that cannot be found elsewhere. If you 
are looking for a hand-crafted lace cloth for the cake table at your 
wedding or something textured and sparkly for a bar mitzvah, look 
no further than Table Toppers.

Patricia’s clients include event planners, caterers, florists and 
individuals planning a special party. Although equipped to provide 
linens for events like the many large galas held across Baltimore, 
she is just as happy to rent linens for an intimate home dinner 
party. Often event planners have ideas for a design or theme, and 
Table Toppers staff has become gifted at helping clients narrow 
the choices based on the venue site, event type and atmosphere 
desired. Although the warehouse holds an enormous number of 
beautiful options, if nothing can be found to suit the occasion, 
with enough lead time custom linens can be made.

Prior to visiting Table Toppers, Patricia suggests clients know their 
table quantities and sizes. They should also have some sense of 
the mood they want to set. She suggests that they think of the 
linens in relation to the color, texture and lighting in their room 
and of their tableware. She and her very knowledgeable staff can 
help with all of these decisions. In general, Table Toppers requires 

a two week turn-around time for small events and up to several 
months for larger events. They are busiest in the spring and early 

summer for galas and wed-
dings and, of course, around 
the winter holidays. Patricia 
advises, “When planning a 
party, pay attention to the 
little details.” For example, a 
beautiful red bow tied with 
a silver bell around a napkin 
can have a significant impact 
on your holiday tablescape.

Are you planning a special 
event or a fancy cocktail 
party and need inspiration 
and supplies? Then place a 
call to Patricia to schedule 
an appointment (410-769-
9339) or email her at table-
toppers@verizon.net and 
be prepared to be wowed by 
the variety of her beauti-
ful linens and her creative 
decorating ideas!

Topping the Table With Style

A feast for the eyes          Photo courtesy Table Toppers
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