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Johnson Milk House Restored

INSIDE

Preserving the Past for the Future

The WRA has undertaken several projects since its inception. A peek at the
Fall 2009 issue of Neighborhood NEWS
recalls the restoration by WRA of the
large bank barn that can be seen from
the road. During that project, the WRA
befriended Joe Coale, local historian and
then-president of the Greater Ruxton
Area Foundation. Joe took a keen interest in the restoration of the barn and
inquired about plans for the other two
early 19th century outbuildings, the
spring house and milk house. Water

by Bliss McCord and
Barbara Guarnieri

On a colorful fall day,
anyone driving south
on Falls Road toward
the Old Court stop
light cannot help
but take note of the
sweep of open fields
bordered by trees in
the historic district
of Rockland. It looks
as beautiful today as
it did in 1752 when
Thomas Johnson,
newly married to Ann
Risteau (or Riston),
came to live in Turkey
Cock Hall, the home
she had inherited
at the time of her
father’s death three
years earlier.
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Members of the Johnson family have been sheltered
and sustained on the property ever since. Jim Garrett, among other heirs, lives on the property today.
“It feels most days as if we’re walking in the footsteps of Jim’s ancestors, so we have an extra responsibility and joy in that,” says Jim’s wife, Edie. With
such a deep connection to the area, they take their
stewardship of the land very seriously. Others value
Rockland as well, as a County and National Historic
Landmark.
About 25 years ago, family members established
the West Rockland Association, Inc. (WRA) which
subsequently placed more than 50 acres of the former
Johnson farm in a perpetual conservation easement
with the Maryland Environmental Trust. WRA now
maintains the natural features of the land as well as
the barn, milk house and spring house. Working together, Jim and Edie now keep the books, assessing,
resourcing and recording all necessary upkeep.
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continues to pour from the stone spring house which
is located on the eastern edge of Green Spring Valley. It remains the source of fresh water for resident
livestock, the horses boarded in the fields and barn.
All parties agreed, however, that the milk house was
in particular need of being rescued, if possible.
Continued on p. 8
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President’s Letter
Dear Neighbors,
As I write this letter, summer is coming to a
close. Our Newsletter Committee, comprised
of a team of writers, editors and producers, has been preparing for this edition of
Neighborhood NEWS for many months. I must
thank them, especially Jessica Paffenbarger,
for their dedication towards producing such
great newsletters. I hope you enjoy them as
much as I do. We welcome your suggestions
for topics and, if you’d like to write an article,
that’s even better!
The Association is grateful
to be teamed up with the
Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF). While our Board
focuses on the nuts and bolts
of maintaining a community’s
safety and welfare, GRAF
concentrates on beautification
efforts of both land and buildings as you will read in the article “The Difference Between
RRLRAIA and GRAF.” While
our efforts are often behindthe-scenes and specific to a
certain neighborhood, street
or group of members, GRAF’s
efforts are more visual and can be enjoyed by
all. The Association appreciates your annual
dues and donations; please consider also supporting GRAF with a tax deductible donation.
A few of the Association’s more visible efforts
are our environmental and social events,
planned by our busy Events Committee
chaired by Kelley Keener and Carlton Sexton.
Our Street and Stream Clean-ups in the spring
were very successful and will be held in the
fall as well. Please join us to help keep our
roads and waterways clean. Volunteers are
always welcome, needed and much appreciated. We held our third annual community
Friday Night Lights in Ruxton. We thank the
Ruxton Village and Ruxton Station shops for
their time and financial donations along with
the Ruxtones, our own local rock group which
entertains us every year. Bringing together
the community at these events is a favorite
part of our jobs as Board members.

In this issue you will find the next installment
of our neighborhood’s architectural heritage,
this time on the Romantic style. I would like
to thank the property owners for graciously
allowing us the pleasure of highlighting their
homes or structures. If you live in a Victorian
style house, we may contact you for our next
installment!
Some of the more behind-the-scenes, but
extremely important activities of the Association are related to zoning, traffic and roads.
Elise Butler, chair of our Zoning Committee,
has managed a host of issues relating to the
Design Review Panel, uses of
properties, code violations, follow
up on decisions made by County
officials and other neighbor-toneighbor concerns. Cyndy Allen,
chair of the Traffic and Roads
Committee, continues to work
with the County on drainage,
lines of sight and road conditions
throughout our community.
The Executive Committee is in
the process of reviewing the
Association’s by-laws in order to
keep them current. We are also
staying on top of BGE’s planned
improvements in Ruxton and the flood plain
revisions. Enjoy the article about our elected
officials and how they voted; this is so important to the future of our neighborhoods.
Please plan to attend our Annual Meeting at
the Church of the Good Shepherd on Tuesday,
September 29. The meet-and-greet we hosted
before last year’s annual meeting for our community and elected officials was such a hit
that we are repeating it this year (see page
16 for more information).
Stop by the Rider House while out and about;
Peggy Squitieri, our Executive Director, would
love to say “Hi” and show you the recent
improvements to the kitchen and conference
room.
Enjoy the fall and we hope to see you at the
annual meeting.
Patrick Jarosinski

Newsletter Committee:
Neighborhood NEWS is published three times a year by The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area
Improvement Association, Inc., P.O. Box 204, Riderwood, MD 21139, tel: 410-494-7757.
Deadlines for copy, including announcements and calendar items, are February 15 for Spring issue,
July 15 for Fall issue and October 15 for Winter issue. Advertisers contact: office@rrlraia.org.
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New Team – Same Beautification
and Preservation Mission for GRAF
by Tom Weadock

The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF) entered 2015 in its
strongest financial position ever as a result of the fall fundraising
campaign. With a generous
grant from the Middendorf
Foundation, we recently
completed a major kitchen
and access renovation to
the Rider House. Serving
as the headquarters for The
Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake
Roland Area Improvement
Association (RRLRAIA) and
the Preservation Alliance for
Baltimore County (formerly
Baltimore County Historical
Trust), Rider House is on the
County’s historic Landmarks
List (#233). The Rider House
was saved by Joseph M.
Coale from demolition in
2000 when the Arden Courts
facility was built and GRAF now owns and manages the property.
This past fall, after 15 years of service, Joe Coale stepped down
as the Foundation’s President but is continuing to serve on the
board as Secretary. Joe was the force behind GRAF and its progress
to date. The new leadership team, elected by the GRAF board for
2015, comprises: Tom Weadock (President), James Knott (Vice
President), Sibley Clausen (Treasurer) and Joe Coale (Secretary).
The team comes with an established track record working within
our community and a firm commitment to our mission. I am a lifetime resident of Ruxton and past Vice President of RRLRAIA, James
is from a local multi-generational real estate family and Sibley has
served on the RRLRAIA Board and is a private sector corporate
officer. They are joined by 12 committed Board members including Fred Eisenbrandt, George Grose, Barbara Guarnieri, Biff Hearn,
John Lalley, Bo Lewis, Kathy Mountcastle, Ed Taylor, Barry Truax,
Kimberly Warren, Chris West and Dave Whitman.
As an incentive to giving, gifts to the Foundation are tax deductible, so we hope residents will continue to contribute to
this beautification/preservation program. Along with community
donations and matching grants (which often require a match from
the grantee), the Foundation is also able to accept easement
donations (development rights) if they meet strict guidelines as
established by the IRS. This program helps preserve the remaining open space in our community. To date, GRAF has accepted 15
preservation easements representing more than 50 acres in our
area. These are acres that could have been developed but will now
remain open space. GRAF can only consider properties of public
benefit with highly visible view corridors or that have a historic or
natural resource value.
Our 2015 fall development campaign will be rolling out shortly.
In 2014 the generosity of GRAF donors reached an all-time high

with total contributions of approximately $50,000 which enables
us to maintain current projects and add new ones. The average
donation was just over $200 and we hope even more residents
will contribute this year. We need your help to keep the unique
beauty and character of
the greater Ruxton area. If
you have any suggestions
Mission Statement: The Greater
Ruxton Area Foundation is dedicated for improvements please
let us know by contactto encouraging practices and poliing us through our webcies that further enhance, restore
site or speaking to any of
and preserve the unique qualities
our Board members. Your
and character of our community
generous donation is tax
to include: beautification of our
deductible and you can
streetscapes, open spaces and vacant donate when you receive
our campaign solicitation
land; preservation of historic vistas,
or by going online to www.
structures and the historic record;
ruxtonfoundation.org. You
and the protection and preservation
can find the complete hisof our natural resources.
tory and see the impact of
our projects by visiting
our website.

COME SEE WHY CARBIZ IS
MARYLAND'S LARGEST
INDEPENDENT DEALER.

CHECK OUT OUR FULL INVENTORY ONLINE AND
SCHEDULE YOUR SERVICE APPOINTMENT

CARBIZ.COM
State of the Art
20 Bay Service Center

Insurance Approved
Body Shop

Located Right Down
Northern Parkway

Voted ‘Dealer of the Year’
3 Years Running

Owned by a
Ruxton Family

Master Technicians

Specializing in Foreign
Vehicles with the Latest
Diagnostic Technology

Same Day Repairs
Oil Change Quick Lane
We Beat Franchise Prices

Loaner Vehicles Available

3

Explore Nature Quest at Baltimore County Parks
Have Fun in The Great Outdoors! Win Prizes!

Complete Your Quest in Three Easy Steps:

Nature Quest is a great opportunity to get friends and families
together for an adventure in the great outdoors! You can bike, hike or canoe on designated trails to complete your quest and
earn fun prizes. Trail markers can be found
at Robert E. Lee Park, Oregon Ridge Nature
Center, Benjamin Banneker Historical Park,
Cromwell Valley Nature Center, Marshy Point
Nature Center, Honeygo Regional Park and
the Center for Agriculture and Farm Park.

(1) Get your Passport booklet. Pick up
a Nature Quest booklet from your local
Wegmans store, at participating parks or
the RELPNC website.
(2) Start hiking. Take your booklet and
a pencil or crayon and head out on the
trails. Record your progress by making a
rubbing, with a pencil or crayon, of the
trail marker located on each thirteen trails
in the booklet.
Start your adventure by picking up a Nature
(3) Collect your prizes. Prizes are awarded
Quest Passport at one of the participatafter accumulating rubbings from at
ing parks, your local Wegmans grocery
least five of the thirteen trails and can
store or online. Nature Quest is ongoing,
be picked up at any of the participating
but questers who complete at least five
parks.
trails each year receive free admission to
In addition to the prizes, Questers who
Everyone enjoys finding the trail markers and making
that year’s celebratory Quest Fest and are
complete five or more trails also receive
a rubbing for Nature Quest!
entered into raffles for great prizes. The
Photo courtesy REL Park Rangers
free admission to Nature Quest Fest
Quest Fest is a celebration that takes place
on October 17th (10 a.m. – 12 p.m.).
on October 17, 2015, at Robert E. Lee
Questers who complete nine or more trails
Park. It features live animals, canoeing, archery, face painting,
will be entered into drawings for great prizes.
dam tours, raffles and more. For further details, or to download a
Passport, go to relpnc.org/nature-quest.

2016 Comprehensive
Zoning Map Process
for Baltimore County
This Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (CZMP) takes place
every four years in Baltimore County and follows a schedule specified in the County’s Code. The information from
the County’s website states that any citizen may request a
zoning change on any property in the County, although the

usual participants in the process are individual landowners,
contract purchasers, community organizations, County staff,
the Planning Board and the County Council.
The process covers a period of approximately 12 months. For
more details (including a timeline), go to the County’s website at www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/planning/
zoning/czmp2016.
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New General Assembly Representatives
by Tracy Miller

It is hard to believe that we have now completed our first General
Assembly session with the elected officials for the 42nd and 11th
Legislative Districts; some new to Annapolis, some veterans in Annapolis (but new to us) and some veterans to Annapolis and
familiar to us. Residents east of Charles Street and west
of the Towson bypass are in District 42A, represented
by Delegate Steve Lafferty and Senator Jim Brochin.
Both officials have served several terms as representatives of our neighborhood. Delegates Susan
Aumann and Chris West represent those west of
Charles Street but east of Bellona (along with
Senator Jim Brochin) in the new District 42B.
While Delegate Aumann is an Annapolis veteran,
Delegate West has just completed his first term.
New to the residents west of Bellona are those
serving the 11th District: Senator Bobby Zirkin and
Delegates Dan Morhaim and Dana Stein, all veterans,
and Shelly Hettleman who has completed her first term.
How have we fared? The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
area has definitely benefitted in Annapolis this past Session. For
the second time since the 2012 redistricting, the General Assembly
has adopted a bond bill to aid Robert E. Lee Park improvements.
Acorn Hill children’s playground came about after Senator Zirkin,
along with Delegates Morhaim, Stein and Cardin, sponsored a bond
bill in 2012. Delegate Morhaim commented that “…this year we
[Senator Zirkin, and Delegates Morhaim, Stein and Hettleman]
secured $200,000 for further capital improvements at the Park.”
Delegate West from 42B, who lives in our neighborhood, also supported that bond bill. Senator Zirkin commented that, “Robert E.
Lee Park is a real prized part of the new District 11. (It) not only
serves the surrounding neighborhood and Baltimore County, but
the greater Baltimore area due to its location along the light rail.
All our elected officials are committed to the Park.”

lining government operations, finding efficiencies and savings
in purchasing, and promoting business development.” In that
regard, Delegate Morhaim was just appointed as one of two House
members to the One Maryland Blue Ribbon Commission which will
develop policy recommendations on how the State
can improve the procurement process to ensure
transparency and greater participation of
businesses located in the State in
State contracting.
Delegate Stein is eager to continue
serving our neighborhood and believes that he can be helpful in two
main ways: “One is to help secure
State resources, such as for improvement projects in Robert E. Lee Park
and other capital projects that come
up; the second is to be an advocate
and liaison.” Even when issues fall
under the realm of County government,
Stein is willing to advocate for us. He mentioned that he has acted in such capacity for a
number of communities. As Vice Chair of the House
Environment and Transportation Committee he is in a good place
to do so.

Delegate Chris West served as President of The Ruxton-RiderwoodLake Roland Area Improvement Association at one time. His first
session saw him support proposals by Governor Hogan (elimination
of the ‘rain tax’, defeating other tax increases and limiting State
spending).
Senator Zirkin said he has “visited schools in and around District
11 every year, and Riderwood Elementary has always been one of
my favorites to visit.” He interacts with the students and teaches
them how a bill becomes law in Maryland. He has discussed issues
such as the driving age, protecting the environment and school
uniforms among other things and enjoys hearing their perspective.
Delegate Morhaim, the longest-serving legislator in our area (serving since 1994), is a practicing physician who is on the faculty
of the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health and the University
of Maryland Medical School. Key bills that he sponsored, and that
were enacted in the 2015 Legislative Session, phase out toxic
plastic microbeads from personal care products, promote the medical cannabis program and place a moratorium on powdered alcohol
– all of which benefitted from his expertise.
As the Deputy Majority Leader, Morhaim has focused on “stream-

Currently enrolling 65 students from
RRLRAIA in Grades K-12
Co-Ed Grades K-4 | All Boys Grades 5-12
Lower School Open House and Lower, Middle and Upper School
Information Sessions starting in October
410-821-3034 or www.stpaulsschool.org 11152 Falls Road Brooklandville, MD
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Stein has served in the General Assembly since 2006. His website
states, “In 1991, he returned to Baltimore to found Civic Works,
a nationally-recognized ‘urban Peace Corps’ that transforms the
lives of young adults through community service. Participants
work to rehab homes, build parks and gardens, tutor and mentor
students, and teach disaster preparedness. [Delegate Stein] serves
as president and executive director of Civic Works.” He sponsored
a bill that will create a climate change commission and will reduce
invasive species contamination of State lakes by boats.
Stein also offered to be a liaison to BGE and the Public Service
Commission on utility issues. He could set up a meeting between
the neighborhood and BGE and he also could interact with BGE
about any issues regarding the electricity reliability improvements
in our area.
In addition to the programs previously mentioned, Delegate
Hettleman sponsored a bond bill for the Greenspring Montessori
School to provide adult classes in parenting, early childhood development and more. Hettleman is concerned that green space is
disappearing. “As girls’ involvement in sports has grown, we also
have an increased need for fields for organized sports like soccer,
field hockey and lacrosse,” she commented.
As a mother to two college-aged students, Hettleman is keenly
aware of the news stories about sexual assault on campuses, so
she introduced a bill (enacted summer 2015) that “requires all
higher educational institutions in Maryland to conduct biannual
surveys of sexual assault on campus, requires formal agreements
between campuses and both law enforcement and rape crisis and
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sexual assault assistance organizations, prevents retaliation from
campuses for reporting and from conduct policies if alcohol or
drugs were involved, and requires public reporting of the survey
data.” These requirements will help inform the campuses about the
severity of the problem and about the sufficiency of the services
provided both on- and off-campus.
Delegate West takes pride in having “played significant roles in
passing a bill to license midwives in Maryland for the first time
and to protect our State’s small business group health insurance
market from the sort of dramatic premium increases that would
have ensued but for our legislation. I also am proud that, due in
part to my objections, a bill that would have forced all 50,000
providers of healthcare services to Medicaid patients to spend
thousands of dollars each year to purchase surety bonds was withdrawn and set aside for further study over the summer months.”
Delegate West commented, “I was somewhat surprised to find
that, other than with respect to a handful of highly-publicized
bills, my constituents rarely contacted me during the recent General Assembly session. I want to effectively represent your views
in Annapolis, but I can’t do that unless you let me know how you
feel about upcoming legislation. My office e-mail address is chris.
west@house.state.md.us and my office phone number (only
manned during the period that the General Assembly is in session) is 410-841-3793. Please call me or e-mail me and relate your
views on bills of importance to you. I will respond.”
Delegate West is not alone in wanting to be in contact. All of our
Senators and Delegates have relied on the advice of community

residents and plan to continue doing so; in fact, all look forward
to hearing from residents who have issues to discuss or want help
navigating State agencies. You can review legislation on the Maryland General Assembly’s website at http://mgaleg.maryland.gov.

Mrs. Harrington’s Wye
River Cheese Puffs
Courtesy of Carey Talucci

Elected Officials
Serving the RRLR Area
District 11

District 42

Senator Bobby Zirkin
Miller Senate Office Building,
2 East Wing
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3131

Senator Jim Brochin
(District 42)
221 James Senate
Office Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3648

Bobby.zirkin@
senate.state.md.us

Delegate Shelly l. Hettleman
311 House Office Building
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3833

Shelly.hettleman@
house.state.md.us

Delegate Dan K. Morhaim
362 House Office Building
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3054

Dan.morhaim@
house.state.md.us

Delegate Dana M. Stein
251 House Office Building
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3527

Dana.stein@
house.state.md.us

Jim.brochin@
senate.state.md.us

Delegate Stephen W. Lafferty
(District 42A)
305 House Office Building
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3487

Stephen.lafferty@
house.state.md.us

Delegate Susan L.M. Aumann
(District 42B)
303 House Office Building
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3258

Susan.aumann@
house.state.md.us

Delegate Chris R. West
(District 42B)
201 House Office Building
6 Bladen St.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-841-3793
410-823-9478 (home)

Chris.west@
house.state.md.us

Information courtesy of League of Women Voters of Baltimore
County – 2015 Your Elected Officials: A Guide for the Citizens of
Baltimore County

3 oz cream cheese
1 C mayonnaise
1-½ tsp. grated onion
2/3 cup (2-2/3 oz) grated Parmesan cheese, half reserved for
topping
1/8 tsp cayenne pepper
1 loaf thinly sliced bread
paprika
Preheat oven to 300°F degrees. Mix first five ingredients; set
aside. Cut 2-inch bread rounds with a cookie cutter and place on
cookie sheet. Bake at 300 degrees for five minutes to harden.
Generously spread cheese mixture on rounds and sprinkle with
a pinch of the reserved Parmesan cheese and a dash of paprika.
Broil until puffy and golden. Serve hot.
Editor’s note: Carey Talucci’s grandparents, Edith and Charlie
Harrington, were the original owners of Harrington’s Grocery in Ruxton,
known today as Graul’s. Harrington’s was the local grocery store in
Ruxton for more than 50 years before selling to Graul’s. You can find
Carey and her catering business at www.careysfinefoods.com.

Ruxton Towers
Eye Associates
We strive to provide you and your family
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE through the
combined expertise of ophthalmology, optometry,
and opticianry – all at one office for over 30 years.

Better
Vision
for a
Brighter
Tomorrow
Ruxton Towers F Suite 104 F 8415 Bellona Lane
Towson, Maryland 21204 F 410-828-9270
www.ruxtoneye.com

7

Johnson Milk House Restored
Continued from page 1

Joe Coale introduced WRA to the late Orlando Ridout V, who was
then Chief of the Office of Research, Survey and Registration for
the Maryland Historical Trust. An expert historian of early Maryland buildings, Ridout
was fascinated with the milk house structure he called a ‘dairy’ which had been built
to cool and store the farm’s dairy products.
What piqued Ridout’s scholarly interest was
that this particular milk house had two
floors, which was unusual for a dairy. An
exterior stairway led to the second floor.
Ridout believed the rare milk house had
been a significant element for qualifying
Rockland as a National Historic District in
the early 1970s.
The 12-foot by 12-foot square stone
building has a single window on the first
floor with once-moveable louvers that
controlled the ventilation. The brick floor
is two or three feet below grade and had
been traversed by several troughs fed by
running cold water from the spring house.
Milk and other dairy products were kept in
the troughs, so the building remained cool

even during Baltimore’s muggy, hot summers. Upstairs is another
window which is now paned. Square indentations in the upper
wall hold beams which support a second story floor. No one is sure
what purpose the second story served, but the spectacular southward view from the window invites imagination.
Inspired by Coale and Ridout, the WRA
decided to invest resources toward the restoration of the milk house. In October 2011
members met to develop a plan. Before
restoration could begin they decided that,
along with a general cleaning out, significant repairs to the roof and stonework were
needed to stabilize the structure. But, even
more importantly, a decision needed to be
made about an ancient, lightning-damaged
oak leaning menacingly over the dairy.

Various tree experts were consulted but
they seemed to disagree about what to
do. The family found themselves waffling
about saving the split but robust old tree
versus the potential threat to the structure.
Finally a decision was made to remove it in
order to protect the restoration investment
about to be made. Serendipitously, in 2009
Woodwookers restoring cedar roof
a similar oak had been felled not far away.
Photo courtesy Jim Garrett
Thanks to the Garretts’ son, Spencer, who
sentimentally believed the wood should
not leave the property, the logs were saved and milled rather than
carted away. Later, that same wood would be used for roof sheathing and other woodwork in the restoration. The old tree that once
cast its shadow over the milk house will help hold it together in
the future.

COME FOR COFFEE.
STAY UNTIL GRADUATION.

ADMISSION LUNCH
AND LEARN
Wed., September 16
9 to 11 am
Tues., October 13
10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Tues., November 10
9 to 11 am
Thurs., December 3
10:30 am to 12:30 pm

The world needs what our children can do.

410.649.3211 • friendsbalt.org/admission
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Next to be consulted was longtime RRLR resident Marty Azola,
whose renowned historic preservation company, Azola, Inc., had
restored the Rockland Mill and stone row houses. Marty guided
the Garretts to exceptional craftsmen like woodworker Charles
Whiddon, who restored the detailed exterior trim as well as the
cedar roof, and noted stonemason Primo Doria who repointed the
exterior of the stone building. Finally, a new coat of green paint,
matching the exterior trim work on the barn and 1836 manor
house, was applied to the dairy’s trim lending a visual cohesion to
all of the 19th century estate buildings.
Future use for the milk house is still unclear. One day the milled
wood may yet be used to refurbish that mysterious second floor
allowing the WRA to put the structure to use. Or maybe one day it
will become the site of an archaeological dig, a wish that the late
Orlando Ridout had encouraged. His affection for searching out old
truths in historic architectural details and daily artifacts is shared
by the Johnson family descendants. The important thing is that
the dairy is now structurally sound and historically correct. Now,
three black gum trees (Nyssa sylvatica, a native tree in cultivation since 1750) have replaced the old oak in the dell next to the
newly restored dairy. With life spans of 250-600 years, these trees
should be keeping company with the historic milk house for a long
time to come.
Editor’s Note: Rockland Mill and the stone row houses mentioned above
are among the 15 buildings in Rockland Village which was designated
as a County and National Landmark in the early 1970s.

Our Architectural Heritage – The Romantic Style
by Patrick Jarosinski

In two previous issues of Neighborhood NEWS
I highlighted early architectural styles in our
community. In this third article I move on to
the Romantic style, one that was in fashion from
roughly 1820 to 1880. The Romantic style was
a new trend in design used to thwart America’s
close ties to England, including its architecture.
It encompasses several distinctive sub-styles:
Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Exotic
Revivals and Octagon, although not all are represented in our area. Builders and homebuyers of
the time could now select from a wide range of
designs for their homes. RRLRAIA is lucky to have
some great houses and structures that showcase
the details of this period.

Photo 1

Greek Revival structures also include elaborate entries known as
entrapments. An entrapment includes the
door which is typically surrounded on the
sides and top by glass panes and heavy
decorative wood or masonry trim. The door
and glass are sometimes recessed behind the
front wall of the house in order to add interest and depth. Photo 2, the pump house at
Lake Roland in Robert E. Lee Park, is templelike in nature and a perfect example of Greek
Revival architecture. It is a front-gabled
roof style with a heavy cornice board and a
decorative stone entrapment which includes a
Photos courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger
recessed door.

Recall that I am relying on the main architectural categories listed
in “A Field Guide to American Houses” by Virginia & Lee McAlester.
The book describes the different styles and provides clear diagrams
of the designs and design elements as well as photographs. The
categories include:
Folk houses (the earliest houses through ca. 1920)
Colonial houses (1600-1820)
n Romantic houses (1820-1880)
n Victorian houses (1860-1900)
n Eclectic houses (1880-1940)
n Post-1940 houses
The earliest style of Romantic architecture is Greek Revival. General characteristics of Greek Revival include a low-pitched gable or
hipped roof, columns that dominate the façade, some form of front
porch or defined entrance and decorative wood trim running below
the porch and roof overhangs. There are six principal sub-types
which include the following elements: the entry porch that is less
than full height, the full height entry porch, the full-façade porch,
the front-gabled roof, the gable front and wing and the town
house. Photo 1 shows a great example of a full height entry porch
house located in Ruxton. The porch roof is triangular in shape (a
gable) and is supported by columns and pilasters (shallow squared
columns attached directly to the house). This house is symmetrical
and the roof ends are gabled similarly to the front porch. In this
example, a continuous cornice extends beneath the entire roof
overhang and is composed of layers of plain wood trim, but sometimes includes a decorative element like the Greek key.

Another decorative design element of Greek
Revival architecture is called the entablature. In Sketch 1 we can
see a beam that typically sits on top of the columns of a porch
or on top of full height columns or pilasters at the corners of the
building. It is recognizable by a frieze board at the top and a bottom board called the architrave. The pump house uses decorative
blocks, or quoins, as part of its entrapment around the door and
as its pilasters holding up the entablature or cornice. On your next

n
n

Columns on most Greek Revival structures are of the Greek Doric
style which are round and fluted (with 20 flutes), and have a plain
capital (top) and minimal base; however, square and even octagonal columns were also used as they were less expensive to construct. Cost of construction was taken into consideration centuries
ago just as it is today. The columns on the house in Photo 1 are of
the Roman (or Tuscan) shape: tapered, unfluted and with a plain
capital and a chunky base. Many of the houses built today use this
very popular Tuscan column.

9

visit to the Park be sure to take a look
at this classic building which you pass
as you approach the parking area along
Lakeside Drive.
Another Romantic style is Gothic Revival. Unlike
Greek Revival, Sketch 1 Courtesy Patrick Jarosinski
Gothic Revival
architecture
uses a steeply pitched roof which has no
fascia board beneath its overhang. Other
key features include pointed arches,
windows that extend into the gable of
Photo 2
the roof without a break and gabled roof
overhangs with decorative wooden trim
on their face known as verge boards. Gothic
Revival also includes the subtypes outlined
in Sketch 2 which include centered gable,
paired gables, front-gabled end, asymmetrical, castellated (or parapetted) and
poly-chromed.
Photo 3 shows the very charming St. John’s
Church in Ruxton. It is the classic frontgabled style with the narrower gable end
making up the front façade. Wood framed
and sheathed structures predominate in this
style. Although the form of this structure

Photo 3

is simple, the fanciful ornamentation, made possible by improvements to the scroll saw, gives it visual interest and is a key identifier of Gothic Revival. Notice the board and batten siding on the
lower half of the building and the shingles in the gable. Board
and batten is simply defined as alternating vertical wide boards
and narrow vertical wooden strips. Pointed arches are undeniably
Gothic and were used on all design elements of Gothic architecture, as evidenced by the front door and windows of this church.
Due to increased availability of materials and greater flexibility
of wood types, the Carpenter Gothic
style became very popular. A house,
located in Bare Hills and pictured in
Photo 4, is a fine example. It boasts
everything Gothic and is designed
in the asymmetrical style. As seen
clearly in Photo 5 it is wood-framed
with vertical board and batten. Its
primary
windows
Photo 4
are in
the rake
(the wall space inside the triangle of
the roof) of the gable and its deep roof
overhangs have decorative brackets
beneath. Brackets, or carved wooden
shapes, are used to accent exterior
soffits, front entries, front porches,
columns and gables.
Photo 5

GRADES 5–12

St. Paul’s School for Girls provides opportunities
to cultivate student growth and academic achievement.
We empower girls of all ages to learn in ways that suit
them best.

VISIT OUR CAMPUS
SEPTEMBER-JANUARY:

Monthly Middle and Upper School
Parent Information Sessions and
20 Student Visit Days
For information please contact the Admissions Office
at 443-632-1082 or visit www.spsfg.org
11232 Falls Road | Brooklandville, MD 21022
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The deep roof overhangs were designed
to keep water from running down the
face of the building and into the windows. Windows were often
grouped together in pairs or even triples. Large bay windows,
known as oriels, were also common. As seen in Photo 6, the bays
featured clusters of windows and
were typically full height on the
first floor. This house is lucky
enough to have an oriel on the
second floor with the predictable
deep roof overhang. One-story
porches were also very popular
(see Photo 6). Cupolas, or roof
ornaments, were not typical but
Photo 6
the one shown in Photo 7 is worth
noting. This cupola, which sits
atop the
main roof and only peeks from behind the
gable (shown in Photo 6), boasts all the
classic elements of Gothic architecture and
accentuates the vertical nature of this style.
In parallel popularity with Gothic Revival
is the fanciful styling of Italianate Revival
which dominated American architecture during the period of the 1850s – 1880s. Italianate Revival buildings are typically two or
Photo 7
three full stories. They feature low pitched
roofs with deep eaves supported by decorative brackets beneath and often had one-story full width porches.
Windows feature various shapes with simple glass panes and very
decorative enframements (trim around the window). The house

could be crowned
with a tower (or
cupola) on the
uppermost roof.
The Italianate
design included
most of the subtype forms noted
Sketch 2 Courtesy Patrick Jarosinski
in Sketch 2, but
also included
the towered form which
can be seen in a fabulous example of a house on West Joppa Road
near the Beltway overpass shown in Photo 8.
This gem of a building comprises
many Italianate features. Notice
the full width one-story flat-roofed
wrap-around porch, the tall onepaned sashes (windows) and the
beautiful enframement around the
window above the front door shown
Photo 8
in Photo
9. This
decorative window treatment of a pediment crown accentuates the importance
of the main entrance. To the right of this
second floor enframement is a bay window.
Photo 10 shows a combination of window
types on the tower, including a two-story
bay window with tall Photo 9
single-paned sashes,
a single-framed arch
window and a grouped pair of windows at
the top. Note the typical wide overhanging
eaves supported by decorative brackets. This
house is a textbook study of the Romantic
Italianate architectural style.
We are not aware of any true examples in
RRLR of the rarer, but perhaps more interesting, Exotic Revivals and Octagon styles
Photo 10
of Romantic architecture. Exotic Revivals
are more commonly known as Swiss Chalet,
Egyptian or Oriental. Their design features are simply what their
names imply. In the Swiss Chalet style you might see a decorative
wooden balcony on the second floor similar to what you would see
on the classic Swiss chalet of the movies. For the Egyptian style
(a style mostly integrated into public buildings rather than private
homes) porch columns imitate the lotus-topped columns of Pharaonic temples and tombs (these columns look like bundles of sticks
tied together at the top that flair out). The Oriental style, which
referred to what most people think of as ‘Turkish’ or ‘Moroccan’
styles, included ogee arches (these are arches that have S-shaped
sides which meet to form a point) on the front porch and perhaps
a Turkish (onion) shaped dome atop a shallow roof.
The key feature of the Octagon style speaks for itself – it is a
building with eight sides. In many cases the sides are wrapped
by a continuous porch and the roof is topped by an eight-sided
cupola. Although called ‘Octagon,’ some structures had a different
number of sides. The intent of more than four sides was to allow
for greater light and ventilation. This may be confusing, especially

since our community’s own Octagon, located in Woodbrook, has only one continuous side as it is actually round! (See Photo
11) While the building base is round,
the roof does have delineated sides. This
very simple but elegant structure is the
embodiment of perfection. The structure
is crowned by an eight-sided cupola with
a decorative
verge board at
Photo 11
its overhang,
as shown in
Photo 12. The
cupola has arched functioning vents
on all sides, allowing for ventilation of
the building. Air, which is brought in
through the openings above the front
door, escapes through the upper cupola
vents. This style is both functional and
Photo 12
attractive.
As you can see, the Romantic Style
of architecture is diverse and many of the same features can be
found in each style. Builders and homeowners of the 19th century
had a wide range of styles and features from which to choose
when designing houses, just as they do today. On your next drive
through our neighborhoods I hope you will recognize some of the
styles and features that are highlighted here.
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Third Annual
Friday Night Lights
Attendees Susie Walsh (L), Jeff Keller and Abby Keller

Photo courtesy Clark Parriott

by Laura Shmerler

Our third annual Friday Night Lights was held on May 29 under
a bright blue sky with many neighbors, young and old, in attendance. This event has become one of The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake

Roland Area
Improvement
Association’s
(RRLRAIA) hallmarks bringing neighbors
together to kick
off the start of
summer. The
event would
not be possible without
the tremendous
support of
Catching up with neighbors Photo courtesy Thomas Brown
Ruxton Village
(Dennis Graul),
Ruxton Station
(Michael Weinfeld) and the Ruxtones. These sponsors provided
music, food and entertainment – just the right combination
for fun!
Friday Night
Lights takes
place on Bellona
Avenue between
Ruxton and Berwick Roads. Activities are held
in Graul’s parking
lot. Guests were
treated to stalls
with grilled
hotdogs, Roseda
beef burgers
and veggie
Attendees Kit Dale (L) and Tony Scaletta
Photo courtesy Clark Parriott
burgers along
with a variety
of toppings and
chips. Beverages included beer and wine for the adults in addition
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the unique qualities and
character of our community.” Residents were able to
view photos of GRAF’s most
recent projects, including the
landscaping along the Light
Rail at Bellona Avenue and
Walnut Hill Lane.

Ruxtones members Fred Eisenbrandt, Tom McShane and Mark
McGrath Photo courtesy Clark Parriott
Jolie McShane (L) and Leesa McShane listening to
the Ruxtones Photo courtesy Thomas Brown

All in all, Friday Night
Lights was once again
a huge success and a
great example of our
wonderful community
gathering together for
fun and friendship.
We are already looking forward to next
year’s event!

to non-alcoholic margaritas and strawberry
daiquiris provided by Mocktails. The kids were
treated to balloon figures and ice cream from
Jump N Jeff’s Frosty Treats bringing back
many fond memories for their parents. Neighbors got to hang out with neighbors and
a percentage of the money raised from the
food and drink purchases was donated to the
American Cancer Society and Greater Ruxton
Area Foundation (GRAF).
GRAF also participated this year. GRAF’s mission is to “encourage practices and policies
that further enhance, restore and preserve

Of course Friday Night Lights
would not be the same without the wonderful sounds
from our very own Ruxtones.
The music was infectious
with many joining in to sing
and even a few dancers!

A full house

Photo courtesy Thomas Brown

Last Community Clean-ups Sept. 19 and Nov. 14
Braving snow flurries, members of the community, from grade
schoolers to grandmothers, grabbed gloves and trash bags to clean
our neighborhood streets and streams on
Saturday morning March 28. Members of
The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area
Improvement Association and volunteers for Blue Water Baltimore picked
up litter along Falls Road and Old Court
Road and along the banks of Slaughterhouse Branch and Roland Run. Spring
rains flooded streets and waterways with
extra debris. A total of 675 pounds of
Styrofoam, glass, plastic and a tire were
cleared by 17 volunteers.
You can pitch in at our last clean-ups of
the year - Saturday, September 19 and
November 14. All neighbors are encouraged to join us as we collect trash along
Old Court Road and Falls Road. We assemble at the Brooklandville Fire Station
(10017 Falls Road, zip 21093) to begin
at 8 a.m. Work half an hour, an hour or
longer; we appreciate any time you have
to help. Two different teams of at least

five people each are needed to attack the trash along Falls Road
from Ruxton Road to Meadowoood Park and along Old Court Road
from Ruxton Road to Ruxton Green Court.
All are welcome although children must be
twelve years or older; RRLRAIA validates
school community service hours. Please
wear long pants and sleeved tops. Reflective
hats and vests, protective gloves, a pick-up
stick and plastic trash bags are all provided
to make the experience safe and enjoyable.
For more information, or if you have any
questions, please call 410-494-7757 or visit
http://rrlraia.org. There are multiple organized and impromptu clean-ups so watch
the RRLRAIA and the Blue Water Baltimore
websites for your next opportunity.
Loyola College students pitch in on March
28, from L to R: Stephen Tonaszuck, Collein
Follan, Lisa Mirarchi, Mary Catherine
McDonald and Lauren Daugherty Photo courtesy
Carlton Sexton
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Blakehurst in the Neighborhood
by Jessica Paffenbarger

A few months ago my neighbor, Betsy Sexton, and I attended a
meeting about a proposed expansion at Blakehurst that is expected to start this fall. Although I live within shouting distance of
Blakehurst, I had only a vague understanding about the existence
of a restrictive covenant
regarding development on
the Blakehurst property and
the neighborhood Advisory
Board that was set up as part
of the covenant. So I invited
Betsy to tea to debrief her
on the situation since her
property is on the covenant
and she has been involved
with the Advisory Board from
the beginning.
View of the planned addition

zoning regulations (Section 432.3), which permitted a ‘special
exception’ for a developer to create a life care community on an
existing institutional property. In this instance, the developers of
Blakehurst needed a special exception because the proposed life
care community was very high density in the DR2 (2 houses per
acre) zoned area. This regulation had a requirement that a neighborhood advisory board be
created because the County
saw that there would be a
need for community involvement owing to the impact on
the neighborhood. Thus, the
neighborhood Advisory Board
was created, consisting of
nine families and the president of the RRLRAIA Board.
When Advisory Board members and other neighbors
saw the initial plans for
Blakehurst there was much
community opposition centered on the size and scope of the
retirement community and the potential negative impact on the
neighborhood due to traffic, deliveries and other daily activities.
The Advisory Board and developer came to an agreement that (1)
reduced the size of the project and (2) provided a restrictive covenant agreement. The Restrictive Covenant Agreement (RCA) was
signed on October 30, 1988. The RCA limited the size and scope
of the development and ensured that its maps, plans and plats
must be incorporated into any future decision regarding changes
to the development. Proposed changes to the complex have to
be reviewed and approved by the appropriate County agencies. So
long as the RCA is in effect, the plans and plats can’t be changed
in any material way without Advisory Board approval.

Rendering courtesy Hord | Coplan | Macht

In 1988, the original developers of Blakehurst, The
Chestnut Real Estate Partnership, bought 40.92 acres from the
Mission Helpers Order with the intention of building a life care
community. Mission Helpers retained 4.79 acres for the construction of a new convent to serve as the headquarters of the Order.
In this same year, Baltimore County added a new section to its

The RCA is recorded among the land records of Baltimore County
and binds the land and all parties and their successors for a specified period of time. For the portion of the Blakehurst property
north of the east-west bisecting road known as Cemetery Road,
the covenant remains in place for 25 years. This provision is set
to expire in 2017 (due to a delayed filing with the land records
office). For the area south of Cemetery Road, where the barn and
marshy land are, the covenant stipulates no construction at all
for 50 years from the date the covenant was filed with Baltimore
County’s land record office.
Parties to the RCA are the owners of 500 and 600 Greenwood Road,
the owners of several properties on Chestnut Avenue – 507, 600,
602, 614, 620 and 623 and the President of the RRLRAIA Board.
An amendment process is stipulated in the Restrictive Covenant
Agreement. The Advisory Board may approve proposed changes to
the Blakehurst complex by a three-quarters vote. The covenants
state that there can be refinements and reasonable adjustments
regarding the location of buildings and parking and the Advisory
Board has challenged additions of parking areas and a garden shed
building that were not indicated on the approved plans and plats
attached to the RCA. The goal here was to protect open space and
to seek a ruling as to what constitutes refinements and reasonable
Continued on p. 19
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The Mitchell School:
A Neighborhood Fine Arts Treasure
by Shannon Putman

Have you ever looked at a beautiful golden fall landscape and
wished you could
paint it? Did you
know you could
learn how to do
just that, right
here in your own
neighborhood? The
Mitchell School
of Fine Arts (on
Falls Road behind
Princeton Sports)
is a long-established Baltimore
institution where
generations of
Mr. Twist instructing a student
children and adults Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
have learned the
fundamentals of drawing and painting as demonstrated by the
Old Masters. The school mission is “to provide a teaching space
where Baltimore studies, discusses, creates and celebrates art.”
The school offers a flexible schedule of classes from beginner to
advanced students of all ages in small group settings, allowing for
personalized instruction and constructive feedback.

Mitchell School of
Fine Arts continues to
thrive under the direction of Trevor Twist, a
Baltimore native who
purchased the school
in 2007. He graduated from Boys’ Latin,
obtained a bachelor’s
degree from Lehigh
University and later
graduated with honors
from the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Art.
Twist has trained under
Mitchell School students getting creative
some of the world’s
Photo courtesy Trevor Twist
leading artists and
his work is displayed
in galleries across the
country. Similar to Mrs. Mitchell, Trevor focuses on realism and the
importance of classical drawing and design. But Trevor’s primary
teaching goal is for students to learn the principles of drawing,
Continued on p. 17

Elizabeth Byrd Mitchell, known by all as Polly, founded the Mitchell School of Fine Arts in the kitchen of her Ruxton home in 1965.
She was born in Roland Park and as a teen attended art classes at
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) where she was exposed
early on to the techniques of European masters whose use of
color and light became her inspiration. She graduated from Roland
Park Country School in 1947 and earned a degree of Fine Art from
MICA in 1951. There, she was mentored by Jacques Moroger, a
former Director of Restoration at the Louvre, who was influential
in determining the precise ingredients of the paint used by Dutch
and Flemish masters such as Rembrandt, Vandyke and Rubens. He
was also the founder of a group of Baltimore painters known as
the Baltimore Realists of which Mrs. Mitchell was a member. She
continued her study of art throughout her adult life and obtained
a diploma (1969) and a master’s degree of Fine Art (1972) from
the Schuler School of Fine Art.
In 1965, she opened the doors of her home to start what soon
became known as the Mitchell School of Fine Art. After putting her
four sons to bed, she taught primarily evening classes to adults.
In 1988, she moved and expanded her studio to its current location off Falls Road in the Bare Hills area where it has served as
a respected and valued source of art education for the last fifty
years. The school has long been known for providing education in
classic realism through a variety of media including oil, pastel and
watercolor. Mrs. Mitchell served as faculty chairwoman until 2002
when she retired. Sadly, she passed away later that year but left
a body of critically acclaimed artworks and a legacy of devoted
students.
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Robert E. Lee Park Hopes to Attract a Lovely Bird
by Peter Lev

The Prothonotary Warbler is a small beautiful bird with a stunningly yellow head, breast and belly set off by a brown back and bluegray wings. According to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s website
www.allaboutbirds.org, its name derives from
the bright yellow robes that used to be worn by
prothonotaries in the Roman Catholic church;
‘proto’ is Greek for ‘first’ and the Latin ‘notarius’
means ‘notary.’ These warblers spend only the
warmer months in the eastern United States,
wintering in Central and South America, which
means these little birds, which weigh less than
one ounce (~ 0.56 ounces, or 16 grams) can
travel about 4,000 miles each year!

Robert E. Lee Park has the right habitat for these warblers –
marshy areas with suitable host trees – but, as far as we know,
this lovely bird has never bred here. Birders have seen a male
Prothonotary Warbler in the Park a few times; I can remember
three instances over the last twenty years. Typically, a
male appears in spring, sings heartily for a week or two,
and then leaves without finding a mate. How could we
improve his chances of attracting a female and raising
a family?

Working with head park ranger Shannon Davis, Robert
E. Lee Park volunteer Claire Wayner and her family built
three nest boxes for Prothonotary Warblers. Another
group of volunteers installed the boxes in good habitat
– one on the Falls Road trail and two more north of the
lake near the Red Trail. The nest boxes at Susquehanna
Prothonotary Warblers breed in trees overhang- Prothonotary Warbler in
State Park in Harford County have breeding pairs that
Worcester County, Maryland,
ing water (preferably slow-moving streams or
return year after year, so why not at Lake Roland? Look
May 2011 Photo courtesy Bill Hubick,
ponds) in cavities that either form naturally or Maryland Ornithological Society
for the new boxes, much smaller than bluebird boxes, and
are made by other animals. Host trees in Robert
let the rangers know if you see this beautiful songster
E. Lee Park are willow, sweet gum, willow oak,
in the Park. An occupied nest with Prothonotary babies
black gum, tupelo, elm and river birch. These birds eat a varied
would make local birders very happy!
diet including butterflies, beetles, spiders, mollusks, seeds and
nectar. In Maryland, which is near the northern end of their breeding range, Prothonotary Warblers can be hard to find.

RRLRAIA Annual
Meeting

Meet-and-Greet our Local Elected Officials
Tuesday, September 29, 7 p.m., Church of the Good
Shepherd, 1401 Carrollton Avenue (near intersection with
Boyce Avenue)

KEEPING THE NEIGHBORHOOD DELICIOUS
From great eats to sweet treats, Eddie’s has a unique selection
of tastes from the region and beyond. It’s the flavor with flair
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OUTSTANDING SERVICE • PERSONAL SHOPPING
GOURMET TO GO • DELIVERY • CATERING
5113 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-323-3656
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6213 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21212
410-377-8040
Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-7

BALTIMORE’S GOURMET GROCER
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E D DI E S O F R O L A N DPA R K .C O M
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Last year, we hosted a Meet-and-Greet for State Senate and
House of Delegate candidates within our boundaries; by all
accounts it was a worthwhile event. This year we have also
invited some of our County elected officials.
All our residents, especially residents who have moved to our
area within the past year, are invited to this social event. This
is a wonderful way to meet people in the community.
RRLRAIA Board members will be easily recognizable by their
name tags and will be happy to welcome you.
Coffee and dessert will be served.
At approximately 7:45 p.m. we will convene our Annual Meeting
when we will update members on the business of the Association and elect new members to our Board. Visitors are most
welcome to stay.
Nominees to the Board are: Tom McCord (District 1), Lauren
Madsen (District 3) and Rachel Seba (District 3). Current Board
members standing for reelection are: John Baer (District 5), Kelley Keener (District 9), Linda Murphy (District 9), Carlton Sexton
(District 1) and Laura Shmerler (District 6). Refer to page 6 of
the Membership Directory for a map showing districts.

The Mitchell School
Continued from p. 15

not necessarily a specific aesthetic. “I
want the painting to reflect the student’s
personality and passion.” Trevor is also
known for skillfully promoting arts education, curriculum development and faculty
mentorship. Under his tutelage, Mitchell
School has been able to forge strong
relationships with art patrons, community leaders and institutes of advanced
art training. He is hoping to expand the
school’s ability to provide art instruction
for all interested students and now has
several students whose tuition is being
covered through nonprofit grants. His
Photograph of Elizabeth
future aspiration for Mitchell School is to
Byrd Mitchell portrait
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
expand from its current space to allow for
more classrooms and the addition of a kiln
so sculpting classes can also be offered. We hope he doesn’t move
out of the neighborhood!
Trevor is passionate about the value of an arts education. With
widespread budget cuts to school arts programs, he is concerned
that we are slowly becoming a society suffering from visual illiteracy. He firmly believes that “this is the first time in history

that our leaders and the most educated of our populace are
not engaged in the visual arts.” He stresses the value of art in
allowing for personal growth, emotional development and stress
reduction. His approach to teaching is to allow his students to
think through basic shape concepts in whatever ways inspire
them. “Kids love Manga and animals – if this allows them to
understand the complexity of a cone or sphere, all the better.”
There are six additional faculty members – Beth de Loiselle,
William Wright, David Buckley, Patricia Goedeke, Mary Veiga and
Sean Boylan – all of whom have advanced art degrees, paint
professionally and are passionate about art instruction. Youth
classes generally last 90 minutes to three hours and include
introduction to drawing and painting in a variety of media.
Introductory classes are popular with home school groups and
the studio for teens and young adults is always full. Advanced
students have the option to begin to specialize in a particular medium or subject matter such as landscapes, portraits or
animal painting. Trevor is currently teaching a class exploring the
techniques of John Singer Sargent. On Thursday nights, for a minimal donation, the studio sponsors a walk-in drawing period with a
live model that includes wine and cheese! Class times vary during
the week, providing an opportunity for all art enthusiasts to find
an option that fits their busy schedule. The studio prides itself in
teaching “the fundamental principles of art in a positive and comprehensive fashion” and is able to seamlessly combine rigorous instruction within a comfortable and fun environment. According to
the school’s teachers, most of their students demonstrate obvious
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improvement after each session and mastery becomes motivational
for continued learning.
Classes are ongoing with rolling admission. Classes are generally
taught in eight-week increments, costing $310 for adults and
$240 for youth. Private instruction is available for $100 per hour.
The drop-in rate to assess a class is $60. Any questions regarding
classes or registration should be directed to the studio at 410274-6652. Additional information about Mitchell School of Fine
Art can be obtained at www.mitchellartschool.com.

Painting a colorful new
picture of Bare Hills
While the Mitchell School of Fine Arts has now served several
generations and is a fixture of our neighborhood, change in
the landscape of the Bare Hills area today is constant. Witness
the current plans for the Coppermine expansion, the continued
redevelopment of the Bare Hills Business Park and development
of the Sunnyfield’s Home Center, a 10,000 square foot building
dedicated to all things ‘home’ with new tenants Sunnyfield’s
Fine Cabinetry and Exclusive Gifts, Kirk Design Inc, Chase
Fitzgerald and Company, Inc., DACG Design Build and Stone Hill
Design. A new florist is due to open shortly across the street.

1413 Shoemaker Rd.

b

Baltimore, Md. 21209

410-828.5165
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Kids Corner
A New Age of Communication
by Natalie Shmerler

Today, kids like me often communicate via text messaging. It is a great way to keep in touch with our friends on
a daily basis. While many adults may not use this form of
communication, it helps to understand the most common
abbreviations used while texting, There are many abbreviations used for texting. Here are the ones I use most often,
along with their meaning.
TTYL – Talk to you later

HUD – How’re you doing?

G2G – Got to go!

JK – Just kidding

IKR – I know right?

TBH – To be honest

IDK – I don’t know

WYD – What are you doing?

BRB – Be right back

OMG – Oh my God

LOL – Laugh out loud

RN – Right now

ILY – I love you

BFF – Best friend forever

BTW – By the way
Editor’s Note: for further elucidation, visit
www.webopedia.com/quick_ref/textmessageabbreviations.asp.

Blakehurst in the Neighborhood
Continued from p. 14

adjustments. In each case, the courts ruled in favor of the Advisory Board saying the proposed lots and shed were in violation of
the original plan, thus achieving enforcement of the Restrictive
Covenant Agreement.
The seven addenda to which the Advisory Board did agree to
material changes to the plans and plats included, for example, an
expanded physical therapy suite, expanded casual dining room
and creation of an outdoor dining terrace above the casual dining expansion; underground parking under one of the residential
wings; an increase to the western end of the health care center by
25 feet; construction of additional dining and activity areas in the
health care center; and construction of a gazebo near the residents’ gardens on the south side of the property.
The most recent (eighth) addendum, signed October 23, 2014,
documents the agreement to the proposed construction of a new
two-story assisted living wing south of the existing health care
center and a small addition to (and internal reconfiguration of)
the existing health care facility. Construction is due to begin
late 2015 and last for 15 months. The new two-story wing (see
rendering) will have 20 assisted living suites on the top level and
amenities on the lower level: a state-of-the-art resident healthy
living addition with exercise room, classroom, expanded physical
therapy and health care suite. The expanded/reconfigured health
care center will have single occupancy memory care rooms for 15
residents, a memory care garden and dining area and update for

the remaining 44 nursing beds from double occupancy to single
occupancy.
There are four kinds of accommodation at Blakehurst: independent
living apartments, assisted living, health care beds and memory
care beds. Health care and memory care beds will increase from 71
to 79 (which, for the entire facility, is an overall increase of eight
beds so that the maximum number of residents at Blakehurst will
be increased by eight residents for a new total of 457).
In agreeing to the eighth Addendum, the members of the neighborhood Advisory Board were impressed by the need for a substantial upgrade in the health center to include a memory care section
and all single rooms. In addition, the construction of small suites
for assisted living residents seemed reasonable and desirable. The
lower level amenities for use by all Blakehurst residents seemed
desirable as well. Three families on Greenwood Road requested and
received a separate agreement to provide screening trees near the
intersection of Greenwood Road and the bisecting Cemetery Road
where there will be construction traffic.
To keep the community informed of progress and to minimize the
impact on the community during construction, the Addendum includes certain requirements, for example, the developer will meet
with the community representatives quarterly to give updates,
construction deliveries will be limited to between 8 a.m. and 5:30
p.m., and other construction activities shall take place between 7
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. For further details, visit our website
(www.rrlraia.org) and read the eighth Addendum in full.

410-889-5525

www.fickbros.com
Awarding Winning Craftsmanship for 100 Years

Roofing  Exterior Remodeling  Masonry
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Safety in Darkness
by Laura Shmerler

With the weather beginning to cool, many of us will take to local
streets for a walk, run or bicycle ride. While many of our roads are
safe and wide with sidewalks, some of them are treacherous. The
roads surrounding my home are particularly daunting. There are no
sidewalks and, in many cases, no shoulder on
the road to bail out on should a motor vehicle happen to cut it too close for comfort.
In order to protect ourselves, there are a few
basic, commonsense Rules of the Road for
exercise enthusiasts that could make the difference between an enjoyable outing and an
unfortunate accident. Many of the rules for
walkers, runners and bicycle riders overlap:
n
n
n
n
n
n

Never assume a driver sees you
Use hand signals to show which way you
plan to turn
Be predictable: ride/run/walk in a straight line
Respect a driver’s right to the road. When in doubt, stop, wait
and yield to traffic on the road.
Carry proper ID and tape emergency contacts to the back of your
phone
If using headphones, make sure you can hear what is going on
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around you. A good rule of thumb is to use just one earbud.
Wear bright and reflective clothing
n Avoid known hazards, e.g., potholes, dogs, congested roads,
curvy roads with blind turns
n Always think ahead; try to anticipate what drivers, pedestrians
and other people on the road will do next
The one area where the Rules of the Road do
not overlap is with regards to the side of the
road on which to ride, walk and run. Maryland State law requires that a cyclist ride
with the flow of traffic, on the right side of
the roadway or within a bike lane (Maryland
Code Ann. Transp. Section 21-1209). However, there is no specific law dictating where a
walker or runner should be. The general rule
of thumb is to walk or run against traffic so
as to allow time to react to any mistake an
advancing vehicle may make. A walker and runner should make
sure that he or she has the most visibility possible and has time to
jump out of the way of a potential hazard.
n

Following these rules will not guarantee a hazard-free outing; it
will, however, allow one to enjoy the cooler fall weather and our
beautiful surroundings in the safest way as early mornings and
evenings become darker.

The Difference Between RRLRAIA and GRAF
by Joseph M. Coale

The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake-Roland Area Improvement Association
(RRLRAIA) was formed in 1953 to oppose the proposed construction of I-83 through the Roland Run Valley. Today RRLRAIA is
primarily involved with traffic, zoning, historic preservation and
neighborhood enhancements, planning and infrastructure issues. RRLRAIA helps protect our neighborhoods by working with
relevant government entities and our elected representatives on
these livability issues. The Association is a §501(c)(4) organization supported exclusively by the voluntary annual dues of area
residents.
The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF), a §501(c)(3) organization, is an outcome of the RRLRAIA Community Plan as adopted
by the Baltimore County Council in 2002. The Community Plan
proposed the need for a not-for-profit organization supported by
tax-deductible contributions from area residents. GRAF is dedicated to encouraging practices and policies that further enhance,
restore and preserve the unique qualities and character of our
community to include: beautification of our streetscapes, open
spaces and vacant land; preservation of historic vistas, structures
and the historic record; and the protection and preservation of our
natural resources.

The preservation of open space through donated land easements
provides property owners a viable option for protecting their land
from development. The RRLRAIA Community Plan and GRAF oppose
in-fill development deemed to be inappropriate for reasons of
over-building, architectural fit and impact upon natural resources
or public view corridors. The land easement option supports our
objective to maintain the unique quality, character and continuity of our community. GRAF currently maintains 15 easements that
have helped preserve the rural feel of our community.
GRAF is equally committed to preserving and restoring bare or
neglected land along our public roadways. Chief among these are
the Ruxton Road and Bellona Avenue corridors. GRAF has planted
small community gardens throughout the area, acting to further
enhance the area’s character. Some of GRAF’s projects include:
n Landscaping

at Bellona and Boyce Avenues
n Landscaping at Malvern and Bellona Avenues
n Replanting the hedge that filters the light rail along Bellona
Avenue
n Landscaping the area on the west side of Ruxton Road between
Circle Road and Ellenham Avenue which includes an historic
millstone celebrating the area’s industrial beginning.
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Sold Properties from February 2015 – June 2015

Address
6626 Charlesway

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

List Price		Sold price
595,000
570,000

1808 Circle Road

595,000

580,000

Address
List Price		Sold price
700 Abell Ridge Circle		
1,055,000

1842 Circle Road

699,900

699,900

1852 Circle Road

450,000

398,000

7821 Ballston Road

405,000

405,000

1001 Cloverlea Road

849,000

849,000

8112 Bellona Avenue

389,900

375,000

1405 Curving Lane

679,900

670,000

8219 Bellona Avenue

525,000

525,000

1603 Dennis Avenue

359,500

355,000

1009 Boyce Avenue

698,500

670,000

1607 Dennis Avenue

369,900

369,900

1308 Boyce Avenue

438,500

410,000

9 Devon Hill Road		

580,000
113,500

314 Brightwood Club Drive

269,000

230,000

9 Devon Hill Road		

8210 Burnley Road

389,000

416,000

906 East Wind Road		

575,000

8315 Carrbridge Circle

349,900

349,900

6214-6216 Falls Road		

57,000

8219 Carrbridge Circle		

360,000

10110 Falls Road

325,000

325,000

4 Charles Ridge Garth

655,000

10115 Falls Road

394,900

384,000

517 Charles Street Avenue		

385,000

1201 Hollins Lane		

550,000

521 Charles Street Avenue

350,000

338,000

8212 Jeffers Circle		

279,000

6734 Charles Street Avenue

345,000

319,000

8238 Jeffers Circle

285,000

281,000

1627 Jeffers Road

355,000

355,000

1927 W. Joppa Road

1,850,000

1,650,000

1836 Landrake Road

450,000

435,000

7621 L’Hirondelle Club Road

498,750

480,000

1 Malibu Court

575,000

550,000

618 Meadowridge Road

900,000

900,000

6710 Newstead Lane

749,000

740,000

7817 Overbrook Road

620,000

610,000

800 Range Court

444,500

440,000

8112 Rider Avenue

419,900

410,000
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659,000

8118 Rider Avenue		

215,000

8210 Rider Avenue

365,000

360,000

8206 Robin Hood Court

512,000

512,000

1712 Roland Avenue		

211,977

7919 Roldrew Avenue		

526,500

7919 Roldrew Avenue

375,000

320,000

1732 Ruxton Road

789,000

773,000

8202 Ruxton Crossing Court

569,000

570,000

7 Sherborne Court		

655,000

8017 Strauff Road

499,900

493,000

8205 Thornton Road

400,000

395,000

8301 Thornton Road

340,000

340,000

8324 Thornton Road

334,900

319,000

104 Woodbrook Lane

1,950,000

1,775,000

Door-to-Door Solicitors:
Your Privacy Takes
a Setback
by Eric Rockel

Back in 2010, many members of the Greater Timonium Community Council cried out in favor of restrictions on the peddlers who
come to our doors seeking to sell a variety of wares and services,
including magazines, internet service, home improvements and
the like.
As a result of these complaints, the Baltimore County Council
amended the Hucksters and Peddlers legislation to impose certain
restrictions on peddlers. Yet on May 21 of this year, the County
Council passed, by a 4 to 3 vote, a further change to the law
that may take away some
of a citizen’s privacy. Our
thanks go out to Council
members Vicki Almond,
David Marks and Wade Kach
who voted against changing the current law.

RRLRAIA
Membership Directory
Membership directories
have been mailed to all
current members. If you
are not a current member
you can join by paying
online at http://rrlraia.
org or mailing a check
for $75 for one year or
$140 for two years to:
RRLRAIA
P. O. Box 204
Riderwood, MD 21139
A directory will be mailed
to you.

The law as passed in 2010
provided two forms of
privacy to residents who
sought to curtail intrusions from these peddlers.
First, the law restricted the
hours that a peddler could
come to a home to 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. or sunset, whichever is earlier.
That provision guaranteed
that dinner would not be interrupted and also protected against
after-dark intrusions. In many cases, citizens would not even
answer their doors after dark. The second important provision of
the 2010 law stated that if a home posted a ’no solicitation’ sign,
or if a community posted these signs at all roads leading into it,
peddlers could not solicit at all, regardless of the hour of the day.
But the change that the Council narrowly passed in May modifies
the hours that peddlers can solicit. The initial change as proposed by Councilman Jones, the sole sponsor of the bill, called for
solicitations to be allowed until sunset, thereby doing away with
the 5:00 p.m. curtailment. Yet the bill that officially passed the
Council calls for soliciting until 7:00 p.m. or sunset, whichever is
earlier.
Editor’s Note: Mr. Rockel is president of the Greater Timonium
Community Council. Soliciting is a problem in many RRLRAIA
neighborhoods. We contacted each County Council member and
urged them to vote against the bill that passed in May. Both Council
members who represent RRLRAIA neighborhoods, Vicki Almond and
David Marks, supported the neighborhoods and voted against the bill.
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THE RUXTON � RIDERWOOD � LAKE ROLAND AREA IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
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