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less costly. Thus the Victorian style of architecture
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window design,
Photo #1 Second Empire sub-style All photos courtesy Jessica Paffenbarger
through ca. 1920), Colonial
construction
houses (1600-1820), Romantic
material, siding
houses (1820-1880), Victorian
material and
houses (1860-1900), Eclectic houses (1880-1940)
pattern, etc. You will see commonality between the
and Post-1940 houses. The Victorian style is comuse of these design elements in each of the subprised of several sub-styles: Second Empire, Stick,
styles of Victorian architecture. Victorian architecture
Queen Anne, Shingle, Richardson Romanesque and
incorporated large tall windows, both on the first and
Folk Victorian. Our neighborhoods have several
second floor. The desire to bring as much light into
houses from five of the six sub-styles. As you drive
the house was very important, one that homeowners
through the area take a careful look and perhaps
still request today.
you’ll see some for yourself.
Second Empire, the first sub-style that I will discuss,
The Victorian style included architecture that feawas not commonly seen in the mid-Atlantic retured more complex shapes and detailed ornamengion, but Ruxton is lucky to have a fine example as
tation. The building shapes and basic features are
highlighted in Photo #1. This house, ca. 1878, is the
borrowed from the previous medieval prototypes inmost formal of the Victorian styles and sits stately on
cluding asymmetrical façades, multi-textured and/or
its property. The traditional identifiers of this style
colored walls and steeply-pitched roofs. Due to rapid
are the mansard (or dual-pitched hipped roof), fanciindustrialization and the growth of railroads, the
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trend for less expensive building materials continued
full height windows on the first floor. The sub-types
and the mass production of decorative elements was
by Patrick Jarosinski
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President’s Letter

Spring 2016

Spring is finally here! Long gone are the days
and days and days of shoveling from the
Blizzard of 2016 – the largest snowfall on
record in Baltimore! Although I am sure most
of you enjoyed the Blizzard in some way, if
not just for its natural beauty,
it is especially nice to have
flowers budding again and the
grass turning green. To me the
most satisfying part of the snow
storm was to see neighbors out
working with, and for, other
neighbors, shoveling pathways
and even the streets at times.
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Dear Neighbors,

I want to acknowledge the
brainchild of our Executive
Director, Peggy Squitieri, who
conceived and implemented
a program to help Association members in
need of shoveling assistance by connecting
them with various resources. Although we
will not formally publish our resources, we
can provide them upon request should they
be required in the future. Our Association’s
residents definitely benefited from the 2015
tree trimming and BGE Upgrade Project with
few to no power outages reported in our area.
The Association received many thanks from
members for spearheading this project during
the past two years.
The Association’s focus is always on the community and, therefore, we take great pride
in highlighting its varied architecture, local
businesses, open spaces, streams and gardens,
and very special residents. In this edition of
Neighborhood NEWS you will read how some
businesses in our neighborhoods are helping others, either by providing donations of
equipment, physical labor or moral support.
You will also read about the new veterinarian
leading the Ruxton Animal Hospital.
There has been a lot of activity going on
at Lake Roland even through the winter.
You will be introduced to the background,
interests and activities of Jeff Ruark, one of
Lake Roland’s newest rangers, and read an
update about the new Lake Roland Nature
and Environmental Education Center which

broke ground late last fall. Please mark your
calendars for the highly anticipated annual
native plant sale!
We celebrate the high achievements of a local
teacher who recently received her National
Board Certification from the National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards. You will also read an update
about water issues in the neighborhood which follows our article
“Water: the Fight Against Nature
Continues” in the winter 20152016 edition of Neighborhood
NEWS.
The next installment in the series
about the historical styles of architecture in our neighborhoods is
included in this newsletter and features the Victorian style, so please
enjoy the tour on these pages and look for
some of the mentioned details as you drive
around our older neighborhoods. Many thanks
to the families who agreed to have their properties photographed so we could illustrate the
article with our own fine examples.
Our committees continue to work on several
ongoing projects including zoning requests
for 2016 (article on p. 23), speeding on our
roadways and a number of miscellaneous
requests from our members. During a recent
meeting with Councilwoman Vicki Almond we
were pleased to learn that she will include the
Bellona Avenue storm water project on her
list of requested capital improvement projects
for the County’s 2016-2017 budget. We are
hopeful this project will move forward.
We look forward to our spring clean-up days
for both streets (May 14) and streams, as well
as Dumpster Day (April 30). Updated details
can be found on our website at http://rrlraia.org. Volunteers are always needed and
welcome. As you can see, we live in a great
community with many varied assets and
dedicated Board members who support its
activities. I would like to thank them for their
efforts as stewards of our neighborhoods. See
you out and about this spring.
Patrick Jarosinski

Peggy Squitieri
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Upcoming Events
Towson Gardens Day – Thursday, April 28
Time: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Location: Towson Courthouse Plaza on Pennsylvania, Baltimore
and Washington Avenues
Enjoy wonderful summertime foods including pit beef, ethnic
delights, cheese steaks and more; purchase flowers, plants,
unique crafts and jewelry; and enjoy a variety of entertainment.

Location: Parade route includes the block around Bosley,
Allegheny and Washington Avenues.
Enjoy parade floats, antique cars, costume characters, bands and
more. For more information please visit www.towsonparade.
com or call 410-825-1144.
Volunteers are needed for Towson Gardens Day and the 4th of July
Parade. Contact Nancy Hafford at the Towson Chamber of Commerce (410-825-1144) to help. For more information visit www.
towsonchamber.com or call the Chamber of Commerce.

RRLRAIA Dumpster Day – Saturday, April 30
Time: 8.30 a.m. – noon
Location: Riderwood Elementary School
For more details, see article on p. 5.

RRLRAIA Dues Reminder

Towsontown Spring Festival – Saturday, April 30,
and Sunday, May 1

If you have already paid your 2016 dues, thank you! If not,
please send them now to remain current. If you are a new
member, we will send you a copy of the 2015 Membership
Directory. Plus, if you provide us with your email address, you
will receive notices about upcoming events and other useful
information. Send your check, payable to RRLRAIA ($75 or
$140 for two years), to RRLRAIA, P. O. Box 204, Riderwood,
MD 21139. Or pay via PayPal at www.rrlraia.org. Thank you
for your support!

Time: Saturday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Sunday 1 – 6 p.m.
Location: Downtown Towson from York Road to Bosley Avenue
and Susquehanna Avenue to Allegheny Avenue.
Enjoy carnival food, rides and games, 500+ vendors, free live
music, antique classic cars, beer gardens and much more. For
more information, visit
www.towsontownspringfestival.com or call 410-825-1144.

Native Plant Sale – April 30
Time: 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Location: Across from the ranger station near Lake Roland dam.
For details, see article on p. 20.

Feet on the Street – Beginning Friday, May 13
Time: 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Location: Allegheny Avenue near the traffic circle
Towson’s Friday night block parties – food from local restaurants,
children’s activities and live music. For a list of bands, visit
www.towsonchamber.com (band list updated in late April).

RRLRAIA Street Clean-up – Saturday, May 14
Time: 8 – 10 a.m.
Location: Old Court Road and Falls Road
For more details, see p. 6

Towson’s Farmers Markets –
Thursday, June 16 to November 17
Time: 10:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Location: Allegheny Avenue between Washington Avenue and York
Road (June 16 – October 27)
Location: Old Courthouse, 400 Washington Avenue (November
3 – 17)
Over 25 local farmers and businesses offer locally-grown
vegetables, flowers, spices, meats, crafts, homemade food, etc.

Towson 4th of July Parade – Monday, July 4
Time: 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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A Park Ranger’s Profile: Jeffrey Ruark
by Nancy W. Horst

During his 30-year career with the Maryland Park Service, Jeffrey
Ruark says he has “worked in some of Maryland’s most beautiful
places, including Sandy Point and
Rocky Gap State Parks.” Following his ‘retirement’ from the Park
Service, Jeff taught Ranger School
and then began working as a
ranger at Lake Roland in 2013.
A current resident of Towson,
Jeff is a Baltimore County native who grew up in Middle River
and Reisterstown. He credits his
parents with instilling in him a
true passion for the outdoors.
“We always went camping and
they supported my interests in
sports, backpacking and wildlife.” A
degree in biology from Towson State
College, along with his experience
working summers at Seneca Creek
State Park [also] “pointed me in this
direction.”

Married for more than 30 years, Jeff and his wife have two grown
children; both he and his wife volunteer with the Ronald McDonald House in Baltimore. He also teaches CPR and mentors young
professionals in the field. During his leisure time he enjoys travel,
biking, hiking, running and playing
soccer as well as spending time with
his family.

“My experience in the parks emphasized…the importance of the natural,
historical, cultural and recreational
benefits that public lands offer,”
explains Jeff, and he draws on this
experience to make “connections…
with the visitors I work for.” A lifelong student, Jeff states, “I’ve always
strived to learn new things in my
career and I’ve been fortunate to be
Jeff speaks about waterworks, railroads, Jones Falls mills, Bellona trained in law enforcement, emergency
Gunpowder Factory, Lake Roland park and much more to particimedical response, living history and
pants of a history hike for the Baltimore City Historical Society
historic weapon safety, handling birds
Photo courtesy Joe Stewart (Baltimore City Historical Society)
of prey, volunteer management, search
and rescue and numerous other skills
important to being a park ranger.” And Jeff’s learning doesn’t stop
Continued on p. 15

The St. Paul’s Schools

Proudly enrolling more than 100 RRLAIA Residents

Grades K–12
Coed Lower School
All-boys Middle
and Upper Schools

Grades 5–12
All-girls Middle
and Upper Schools

Coed Preschool
6 Weeks–Pre-K
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Dumpster Day 2016
Despite a cold
When: Saturday, April 30, rain or shine
and overcast
Time: 8:30 a.m. until noon
Saturday morning on April
Where: Riderwood Elementary School
1711 Landrake Road, Towson, MD 21204
25, 2015, the
neighborhood
sensed spring
had arrived and cleaned out the corners of garages and basements
to fill five roll-aways at our annual Dumpster Day at Riderwood
Elementary School. Twelve volunteers from our Board pitched in at
the pitch out.
In addition to the truckloads going to the landfill, a truck from
Goodwill was
filled to the back
bumper. Planet
Aid, a textile
recycling outfit,
piled a thousand
pounds of donations in its truck,
according to its
representative
Jason DeGraw.
The Loading Dock Myron Morman from Goodwill (on truck) with Board
truck pulled away members Gina Adams (L) and Clark Parriott and resident Barbara Stricklin
at the end of the
Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton
morning with a
variety of reusable building materials, and Board member Anne Rouse received
carloads of used animal carriers, toys and other dog and cat paraphernalia for Defenders of Animal Rights. With the help of willing
agencies and dependable volunteers from RRLRAIA, our neighbors
cleaned up and cleaned out, sending much to be reused near and
far.

treats, collars, leashes,
bowls and travel carriers, along with clean new
or used sheets, blankets
and towels. Board member Anne Rouse has again
volunteered to collect the
donations and deliver them
to the shelter.
Planet Aid will return
after a successful first year
collecting with us in 2015.
Planet Aid is a non-profit
organization that supports
sustainable development
in impoverished communities around the world and
will accept clothing in
any condition, so drop off
your unwanted clothes and
shoes, even if they are torn
or have stains. They will
not end up in a landfill!

Jason DeGraw (L) from Planet Aid with
RRLRAIA neighbor Sarah Sarubin and
Board members Anne Rouse and Kelley
Keener Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

Board member Anne Rouse with donations for Defenders of Animal Rights
Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

To volunteer for this event,
please contact our office at
410-494-7757 or rrlraia@comcast.net. Volunteers should bring a
pair of work gloves with them!

So start your spring cleaning at our annual Dumpster Day this
year! Baltimore County will again provide RRLRAIA with dumpsters for disposal of your bulk trash items. The dumpsters will be
located in the parking lot nearest the tennis courts at the school.
The following items will NOT be accepted:
n
n
n

Large stumps or wood/logs over 8” in diameter or 6’ long
Flammable/hazardous materials/liquids, paint, pesticides
Tires or any appliances

What other companies will be happy to receive your unwanted
items this year?
A Goodwill truck will accept donations of used clothing, toys, furniture (no upholstered furniture) and operational household items.
The Loading Dock, a non-profit building material re-use center,
will collect useable home construction items until noon or until
the truck is full, such as lighting fixtures, doors, flooring, plumbing fixtures, cabinets, etc. Check out acceptable building materials
at www.loadingdock.org (click on tab ‘Donate’ and then click on
tab ‘Materials Donations’) or call 410-558-3625, ext.17.
Defenders of Animal Rights (a no-kill animal shelter in northern
Baltimore County) would love items including dog and cat food,
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Cowboy Caviar
by Rachel Seba

There are recipes for everything these
days: potlucks, hors d’oeuvres, family
dinners, quick lunches and more. But few
recipes are as easy, versatile and delicious as this dish that fits the bill in
almost any situation. Serve this as a dip with chips or crackers, as
a condiment with tacos or even by itself on a bed of lettuce as a
single portion salad. We tried it at a recent RRLRAIA meeting and
enjoyed it so much we thought we’d share:
1 can black beans, drained and rinsed
1 can black eyed peas, drained and rinsed
1 can corn, drained
½ red, yellow or green bell pepper, chopped
3 green onions, sliced
1 tomato, seeded and chopped
1 avocado, chopped
4 oz. feta cheese
1/3 C. olive oil
1/3 C. apple cider vinegar
4 tsp. sugar (or less)
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Combine all but last three ingredients. In a separate bowl, mix
final three dressing ingredients and pour over bean mixture.
Serve cold.

Street Clean – May 14
On Saturday, May 14, all neighbors are encouraged to join us to
collect trash along Old Court Road and Falls Road, our second of
four street clean-ups this year. We assemble at the Brooklandville
Fire Station (10017 Falls Road, zip 21093) and begin at 8 a.m., but
you may come at any time between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Just look
for the brightly-vested volunteers along the roadsides. Two different teams of at least five people each are needed to attack the
trash along Falls Road from Ruxton Road to Meadowoood Park and
along Old Court Road from Ruxton Road to Ruxton Green Court.
All are welcome although children must be twelve years or older;
RRLRAIA validates school community service hours. Please wear
long pants and sleeved tops. Reflective hats and vests, protective
gloves, a pick-up stick and copious plastic trash bags are all provided to make the experience as safe and fashionable as possible.
The exercise is great, the company is wonderful and the contribution to your community is priceless. See you on May 14!
For more information, or if you have any questions, please call
410-494-7757 or visit www.rrlraia.org.

Greater Ruxton Area Foundation – Mission Success
by Tom Weadock

The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF) had a very successful year in 2015 thanks to our
supporters and our Board of
Trustees. We continued on our
mission of Historic Preservation,
Community Beautification and
Land Preservation. Below are
some of our 2015 achievements.
Historic Preservation. Thanks
to the Middendorf Foundation
and some significant individual
donors we were able to make
major improvements to the
historic ca. 1880 Rider House,
one of the original structures in
our area. These improvements
included a renovation of the
kitchen, walkway improvements and the addition of a shed for
storage. Rider House served as the post office for our community
in the 1800s and is now the headquarters for The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association and the Preservation Alliance of Baltimore County (formerly the Baltimore County
Historic Trust). It also serves as a conference facility for County
and community groups.

improvements at Rider House and are working with the Maryland
Historic Trust to facilitate much-needed renovations to the historic St. John’s AME Church
which is on the National
Register of Historic Places.
Mission Statement: The Greater
Ruxton Area Foundation is dedicated Land Conservation. We
to encouraging practices and
have several properties
policies that further enhance, restore under consideration for
development easements
and preserve the unique qualities
to protect the area from
and character of our community
development and maintain
to include: beautification of our
streetscapes, open spaces and vacant our beautiful vistas and
the rural feel to the Ruxton
land; preservation of historic vistas,
area.
structures and the historic record;
and the protection and preservation
GRAF would like to express
of our natural resources.
its appreciation to the Lake
Roland Garden Club for the
holiday decorations they
placed at the historic Rider House and at Roland Run Park on Ruxton Road. The evergreen decorations they bestowed on the Rider
House were historically accurate for this 1880s Landmark-listed
Victorian cottage. The holiday wreaths and garland placed
Continued on p. 8

Community Beautification. GRAF performed major landscaping
enhancements along the Bellona Avenue corridor. These enhancements included new landscape projects from Berwick Road to
Walnut Hill Lane, expansion of the garden area at Malvern and Bellona Avenues and a new landscape project at the stone entrance
of Rolandvue Road and Malvern Avenue. In addition to the new
2015 enhancements we spent significant resources and man hours
maintaining the improvements we have made in previous years.
Land Conservation. The environmental easement program continues. There are currently three easements being considered, representing about 13 acres impacting Lake Roland and the park. The
program emphasizes preserving properties of significant acreage
on public view corridors or with public access where subdivision
and new construction would have negative environmental impacts
on watersheds and forest land.
Thanks to the generosity of approximately 250 community supporters we are able to continue our mission in 2016 by implementing new projects and maintaining the work we have done to date.
Beautification. We will extend our efforts along Bellona Avenue
to fill in the areas that are still unsightly, focusing on the areas
closer to the Ruxton Road bridge. The entire corridor is very challenging from a landscaping perspective due to the steep incline
in areas, the rocky soil and the chemicals resulting from over 150
years of railroad usage, as well as the light rail and road maintenance. We are in early discussions with RRLRAIA to include a
corridor improvement plan in the Community Plan 2020.
Historic Preservation. We are planning some exterior painting

We provide you and your family
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE..
from eye glasses, contact lenses,
and exams through medical
eye problems and surgery

Better
Vision
for a
Brighter
Tomorrow

...all at one office for over 30 years.

Ruxton Towers
Eye Associates

OPHTHALMOLOGY
OPTOMETRY
OPTICIANRY

Ruxton Towers • Suite 104 • 8415 Bellona Lane
Towson, Maryland 21204 • 410-828-9270 • www.ruxtoneye.com
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Lake Roland Nature and
Environmental Education Center Update
by Nancy Worden Horst and Peter Lev

If you have been to the park this winter, you have been able to
follow the progress on the Lake
Roland Nature and Environmental
Education Center located next to
the ranger station. Work began
last fall and continues with the

A schematic of the Lake Roland Nature and
Environmental Education Center facing the
Lake Roland Dam
Schematic courtesy Hord | Coplan | Macht

completion of site clearance and pile driving. The center will
provide classroom and education space for up to 280 people for
a variety of programs and events. Accessible via
a raised boardwalk connected to the Falls Road
light rail parking lot, the Education Center is the
first transit-oriented nature center in the Baltimore metropolitan area.

Looking like oversized pencils, the pilings to support
the new Education Center were being readied this
winter. The Education Center will have a dramatic
view of the Lake Roland dam and the serene park
beyond. Photo credit: Jeffrey Budnitz

Lake Roland, a 503-acre park located in Baltimore
County near the Baltimore City line, serves thousands of residents from both these communities
and from Harford, Carroll and Anne Arundel counties. The only existing indoor space is a repurposed restroom that serves as an office for rangers and a small public meeting space for about
12 people; there is no place to hold educational
programs during cold or stormy weather and no
place to shelter from thunder and lightning.

The new Education Center is designed to have a
minimal environmental footprint and to utilize
renewable construction materials. The cost of the
project is estimated at $1.3 million. The Education Center will be ADA accessible and will provide space for before- and after-school children’s
activities as well as for teenage, adult and senior programs.

The Lake Roland Nature Council asks for your help in funding this
project. We are pleased to report that $1 million has already been
committed thanks to generous contributions from the State of
Maryland and Baltimore County. However, the Lake Roland Nature
Council must raise the remaining $300,000 so the building can be
fully funded. To learn more and to see how you can help, please
visit our website at http://lakeroland.org/donate-lake-rolandnature-environmental-education-center/. Or, contact
our LRNC Board member Elise Butler at 410-303-8125/email
butlerelise@yahoo.com.

Greater Ruxton Area Foundation –
Mission Success
Continued from page 7

at these locations represented GRAF’s mission of historic preservation and beautification of our community and lifted the spirits in
our neighborhood. Thank you, Lake Roland Garden Club!
Thanks to our generous supporters we enter 2016 in a strong
financial position. As I mentioned earlier there were approximately
250 donors in 2016 in a community of approximately 2,000
households. The average donation was just over $200. If you have
not donated we urge you to support your community. The efforts
of GRAF to improve the attractiveness of our community have a
direct impact on the value of your home. Please visit our website
(www.ruxtonfoundation.org) to see the before and after pictures
showing the impact we have had, learn more about our mission
and team and make a donation. Thank you for your support.
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Our Architectural Heritage –
Victorian Houses
Continued from page 1

of Second Empire architecture include the Simple Mansard Roof, Centered Wing or
Gable, Asymmetrical, Towered
and Town House.

Photo #2 Straight Mansard roof with
flare

Sketch #1

Courtesy Patrick Jarosinski

The most obvious design
element of Second Empire
is the mansard roof, named
after the 17th century French
architect Francois Mansart. It
was actually considered very
modern for its time, allowing
for almost 100% use of
the attic. The roof in our
example (shown in Photo
#2) is a straight mansard
roof type with a flare, as
seen in Sketch #1. It is
defined by upper and lower curbs that frame and
accentuate the shape of

the roof. Other roof shapes
(shown in Sketches #1
and #2) include the plain
straight roof, concave,
convex and S-curves. The
S-curve roofs were used
Sketch #2 Courtesy Patrick Jarosinski
mostly for towers that
would be attached to the
front or side of the house
structure. Note the roof shingles utilizing both standard rectangle
and pentagonal shapes. Often different colors were incorporated
which you will see illustrated later in this article. The dormer windows took on many shapes and sizes but those on this house are
classic Second Empire. The window sashes were typically simple, as
illustrated on this house, leaving the ornamentation around them
to make the statement. (A sash window has one or more movable
parts to enable the window to be opened.)
Other than the Richardson Romanesque sub-style, of which we
have no known examples within our neighborhood, the remainder
of the Victorian sub-styles have similar detailing and are not as
easy to distinguish between.
The Stick sub-style was popular between 1860 and 1890. A combination of gabled roofs with deep overhangs, wooden wall cladding and some kind of covered porch are all recognizable details
of this sub-style. The three principal sub-types are the Gabled
Roof, Towered (a gabled roof with a tower) and Town House. The
Town House design typically has a flat roof and stands two or
three stories high. The face of the building at its top has a deep
overhanging cornice with the same decorative detailing as the
other Stick sub-types. Some Town House designs had a false roof,
typically a mansard. Today’s Town Houses are still popular but are

more varied in design.
This might mean having a
gabled roof, mansard roof
or any of the other shapes
we have discussed.
A prime example of the
Gabled Roof sub-type
is the house in Ruxton
shown in Photo #3. It
was built ca. 1873 and
has a steeply-pitched

Photo #3 Stick sub-style with gabled roof

gabled roof end on two sides of
the house, exposed decorative
trusses in
the gables,
known as
‘stickwork’
in Victorian
times (see
Photo #4 Decorative ‘stickwork’
Photo #4),
overhanging eaves
at the roof (also illustrated in Photos #4
and #5), diagonal porch supports or braces
Photo #5 Porch
(Photo #5), wooden wall cladding and vertibraces

SHE ALSO SINGS ALTO.
Our athletes are
also musicians,
mathematicians and
journalists. Uncovering
hidden talents,
broadening horizons —
this is how Friends
inspires in students
the confidence to
seize the world of
opportunities.
ADMISSION LATTE
AND LEARN
Tues., April 12, 9 to 11 am

410.649.3211 • friendsbalt.org/admission
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Our Architectural Heritage (cont.)

were created between and around windows and exposed rafter
ends. Brackets were also common.

cal banding at the corners. The goal of the stick design is to mimic
the exposed structure members of medieval half-timbered houses.
This house has a one-story entry porch with superb detailing. This
was considered a transitional style which linked the preceding
Gothic Revival with the subsequent Queen Anne.

As architecture developed during the Victorian period, the Queen
Anne sub-style became more prevalent. It, too, is broken down
into several sub-types: Hipped roof with lower cross gables,
Cross-gabled roof, Front-gabled roof and Town House. A dominant
front-facing gable on an asymmetrical form is typical, along with
a one-story wrap-around porch, a tower extending two stories or
more, patterned shingles and cutaway bay windows. (A cutaway
bay window is a series of windows hung from the side of the house
which do not have
a foundation.) This
sub-style also includes
steeply-pitched gabled
roofs (as did the prior
styles) along with roofs
of irregular shapes.
Basically any element
was incorporated into
the design that would
help eliminate a simple
Photo #7 Queen Anne sub-style
roof or smooth-walled
appearance.

One of the more interesting components of this house is the tower
(shown in Photo #6) with its steeplypitched roof, dormer window and the
patterned slate roof. Notice that the
pieces of slate become smaller and
are laid closer together as they move
up the roof, a very popular treatment
during this time. Different shapes and
colors of slate were used as decorative
elements to create texture. An iron
cresting at the roof peak is actually
more indicative of the Second Empire
style. This is a good illustration of
how design elements are shared between all of the Victorian sub-styles.

Photo #6 Patterned slate roof

The Stick sub-style focused more on the wall surface as a decorative element with detailing applied at the doors, windows and
cornices. Beyond the change in siding types and sizes, patterns

Not only is this style distinguished by shape sub-types, but also
by its decorative detailing sub-types including the Spindle work,
Free-classic, Half-timbered and Patterned masonry.
What better example could we have than the meticulously maintained house shown in Photos #7
and #8, built ca. 1891. Applewood
Manor, located in the Murray Hill area,
was the original manor house of the
neighborhood. Details include just
about everything mentioned above.
Spindle work ornamentation is used as
the frieze suspended from the beam
and columns of the covered porch.
You can also find it at roof gables or
beneath cutaway bay windows in other
examples. ’Gingerbread’ is a perfect
and commonly-used description of this
detail.

Photo #8 Round tower detail

The porch columns are also a differentiator for the Queen Anne style; some
are delicate turned or articulated posts and some more simple
such as the square columns in this example. Columns are either
full height or sit on raised pedestals. Towers are common in this
sub-style as well and may be round, square or polygonal. A round
tower placed at the front corner of a house, as in this example, is
most indicative of Queen Anne. The long continuous porch which
typically wraps one or both sides of the house is another design
element used to break up the mass of the structure. Window
sashes are simple with single panes of glass, as in most Victorian
architecture, and doors have some spindle work on or around
them.

This house does not stop giving in detail. Photo #9, the gable area
of the roof, shows several different types of wall shingles which
are used to break the massing of the walls and to create interest.
Similar to the Stick sub-style, wall surfaces are used as a primary
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Photo #9 Wall shingle patterns

decorative element. Patterned
shingles are commonly used in
the gable area, as in our fine
example, as well as on lower
areas of the walls (also seen on
this house above the porch roof).
Finally, please notice the finials
(pointed decorative elements, or
spires) on the roofs which are
considered a finishing touch.
Voilá, a perfectly articulated
Queen Anne house!

The Shingle sub-style was popular later in the Victorian time period from 1880 to the early 1900s. Differentiators of this style are
extensive or wrap-around porches, multi-level eaves (roof overhangs), shingled walls without interruptions at corners and irregular steeply-pitched roof lines. The five principal sub-types are the
Hipped roof with cross gables, Side-gabled roof, Front-gabled roof,
Cross-gabled roof and Gambrel roof. The Shingle sub-style does
not always incorporate
different wall siding and
shingles or gingerbread
details to make it interesting, but rather utilizes
irregular shapes such
as the roof(s), window
dormers, overhangs and
porches. The ‘shingle’ wall
cladding actually remains
consistent around the
entire house so as to tie
all of the irregular shapes
Photo #10 Shingle sub-style
together. Porch supports
were typically plain posts
or classical columns such as the Tuscan style. You will see this in
the example of a house in the Ruxton-Riderwood area ca. 1901 as
shown in Photo #10.

painted wood trim.
We saw this detail in
medieval house examples in a previous
newsletter. Because
of the unusually freeform style, Shingle
houses were considered a high-fashion
architect’s style and
did not become as
widespread as their
Queen Anne predecessor.

Photo #12 Roof peak overhang detail

As noted earlier in
this article, Richardson Romanesque was not a popular style for houses in our
neighborhoods. A few components of this sub-style may be seen
in some Shingle sub-style houses such as the round conical shaped
roofs, masonry foundations and porch supports. This sub-style
is generally designed with heavy rough-faced stone, boasts a
prominent tower and features multiple round-topped arches over
windows and other openings. Drive through downtown Baltimore
and see this sub-style in both small commercial buildings and
large residential townhouses.
Continued on p. 13

This house has steeply-pitched gable end roofs (see Photo #11)
with a shallow porch roof
that wraps three sides,
creating interest. It has
gabled dormer windows
which were the most
common style of dormer. A gable is simply a
roof that is created by a
triangular shape. What is
special about this house
is the partial or halftower (Photo #10) that is
Photo #11 Gabled roof
blended into the main volume of the roof creating a
large wide curved dormer.
This breaks up the extensive roof and provides usable interior floor
space. Notice the overhang detail at the roof peak in Photos #11
and #12. It is curved like the front dormer but, most importantly,
it breaks down the scale of the large gable end of the house.
Another detail that is used to do the same is the slight overhang at the wall above the second floor windows accentuated by
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Holiday Party in the Woods
cookies. The weather
cooperated, the bonThe Annual Holiday Party in the Woods, held on Saturday, December
fire was spectacular
19, was once again a very festive and fun event! The Old Rugby
and the caroling
Field was filled with joyous noise as neighbors and many new young
put everyone in the
families enjoyed grilled hot dogs, hot chocolate, apple cider and
Christmas spirit.
by Kelley Keener

Revelers gather around the bonfire

As always, Santa was
the main attraction
for the little ones.
And, truth be told, I
was just as excited
as the children! A
siren announced his
arrival as the fire engine “sleigh” pulled
onto the field and
children lined up
to tell him their
dreams and wishes.

Photo courtesy Clark Parriott

Board member, and party organizer extraordinaire,
Kelley Keener with husband Mark
Photo courtesy Clark Parriott

The night is always
special for those
who attend and
this year’s event
did not disappoint!

Three-year-old Bruce Sheridan happily entertains
Santa Claus Photo courtesy Jen Barta

(L to R) Erin Knott, Jen Barta, Katie Poe and Hunter
Boone enjoy the warmth of their drinks and the bonfire
Photo courtesy Katie Poe

L to R: Piper Higgins, Gray Sheridan, Jane Poe, Grace
Barta and Coleman Poe get into the Christmas spirit Photo
courtesy Jen Barta
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Miss Addy Knott in deep conversation
with Santa Claus
Photo courtesy Jen Barta

Parker Barta (L) and Drew Klima enjoy the festivities
Photo courtesy Jen Barta

Congratulations to Local Teacher Dana Levitt!
submit a significant amount of written and videotaped work as a
portfolio. Topics included examining children’s literacy development, building a learning environment,
integrating mathematics and science
and documenting accomplishments
that contributed to student learning.
In addition, Dana completed content
area exams covering literacy, math,
social studies, science, children’s play
and physical education.

by Courtney Middelton

If you have a child or children who
attend Riderwood Elementary School
(or has within the past eight years),
chances are you know Dana Levitt. Currently a kindergarten teacher at Riderwood, Dana switched careers almost
a decade ago in order to pursue her
interest in early childhood education.
Late 2015 marked an impressive and
significant milestone in Dana’s teaching career as she attained National
Board Certification. She’s one of only
127 Baltimore County Public School
teachers to have achieved this accreditation (BCPS has over 8,500 teachers!)
and represents only a small fraction of
the nation’s teaching workforce.

Dana Levitt

Deciding to test her own ability as a
teacher, Dana asked herself, “Do I have
what it takes to become Board certified?” While it took her a tremendous
amount of planning, collaboration,
reflection and persistence to complete
her journey, she’s eager to continue increasing her effectiveness as a teacher.
Her hope is to encourage other educators to pursue National Board Certification, too.

Photos courtesy Jackie Kendall

National Board Certification is sponsored by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards and
is recognized as the gold standard in teacher certification. Dana
chose to pursue this esteemed certification in order to “improve
pedagogy, become a better teacher and bring my best to the classroom.” While the reasons for pursing the certification were easy
for Dana to list, the amount of work and time that was required of
her was not.
Over the course of three years, Dana sought the Early Childhood
Generalist certification. This particular program required her to

If you know Dana or happen to meet her, please offer your congratulations. Her achievement is one that benefits all children who
pass through her classroom and will, hopefully, be an example to
other educators both locally and nationally. Now that she’s Board
certified, Dana hopes to make a significant difference in the education of local children and advocate for supportive policies and
programs in the Baltimore County Public School system. Hats off
to Dana for challenging herself to make our children’s educations
more enriched and effective.

Our Architectural Heritage – Victorian Houses
Continued from page 11

The last sub-style of architecture from this period is the Folk
Victorian, ca. 1870 – 1910.
Its five sub-types are the
Front-gabled roof, Gable front
and wing, Side-gabled roof
both one and two stories and
the Pyramidal. This sub-style
likens the Folk style from the
early 1800s. Although the
shapes of these houses are
of simple form, they employ
Photo #13 Chamfered posts
decorative details to differentiate themselves. Like the
Queen Anne sub-style, Folk
Victorian utilized spindlework on porches, asymmetrical façades
and brackets at the cornice or roof overhangs. Porch supports are
either turned spindle-type Queen Anne posts or square posts with
the corners beveled. The bevel — where the corner of a plain
square post is chamfered, creating an angle to provide detail
— serves the functional purpose of protecting the corner which
receives more wear and tear. This is seen in Photo # 13 on the

front porch of a house in
the Ruxton-Riderwood area.
What is most interesting on
this house is the lace-like
railing detail which replaces
the turned spindle balusters
typically used. This railing
was created by craftsmen
Photo #14 Flower cutout on eave board
using a jigsaw and traditional lumber components
and is not easy to replicate. Another interesting detail is the continuous flower-like cutout on the board along the eave as shown
in Photo #14. Also notice the exposed brackets under the eaves;
you don’t see this detail on too many houses.
I hope you enjoyed our tour of Victorian houses in our neighborhoods. A big thank you to our residents who permitted us to use
photographs of their homes to illustrate this article. Please contact me at the Rider House if you know of an interesting
house for our next design period, Eclectic Houses, dating from
1880 – 1940.
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Bare Hills Business
Community Happy Hour
Brandon Jones (Delbert Adams Construction Group), RRLRAIA President Patrick Jarosinski, Nettie
Washburn (former Board member and newsletter photographer!) and Laura Burden (Pepe’s Catering
Manager) Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

Michael Weinfeld (Kittredge Properties), Delbert
Adams (Delbert Adams Construction Group and
Sunnyfields) and Patrick Jarosinski (RRLRAIA
President) Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

by Kelley Keener

An important goal of
our Community Plan
2010 is to promote
relationships between
residential and business communities as
a way of enhancing a
sense of community.
On November 12, 2015,
Paul Davis (Princeton Sports), Taylor Classen (Co-Owner of
RRLRAIA, Sunnyfields
Delbert Adams Construction Group and Sunnyfields) and
Cabinetry, Simply
Board members Mike Muldowney (L) and Kelley Keener, Tim
Kevin Brown (Sunnyfields)
Beautiful Flowers and
Hodge and Board member Gina Adams
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
Photo
courtesy
Nettie
Washburn
Pepe’s Catering spongiftware. The food from Pepe’s Catering was a delicious
sored our third anarray of fare that was creatively displayed throughout
nual Bare Hills Business
the
showroom
and the flowers from Simply Beautiful Flowers, our
Community Happy Hour. The event was graciously hosted by Gina
new Bare Hills florist, were the pièce de résistance. Thanks to all
and Delbert Adams of Sunnyfields Cabinetry in their beautiful new
Board members, area business people and neighbors who showed
showroom at 6305 Falls Road. If you haven’t been in, please stop
up for this great event!
by and see their custom cabinetry and exclusive Simon Pearce

A Salute to our Community Business Partners
partner of Lake Roland, replenishing wood chips for the dog park
on an as-needed basis. Another generous neighbor, Eastern Sales
Kudos and thank you to several neighborhood
and Engineering, has provided equipment
businesses that have generously collaborated
for sod projects at Lake Roland. Last but
on local projects aimed at bettering our
certainly not least, Pepe’s Catering has
community. The Lake Roland Nature Council
generously provided catered food for
(LRNC) is indebted to Capital Funding Group,
many Park events. Jeffrey Budnitz, Board
Inc. and Continental Realty, both located
member of LNRC and Managing Partin the Bare Hills business complex, for the
ner of Lake Falls Financial, praises the
financial contributions that helped to pay for
philanthropy of local businesses saying,
a much-needed bulldozer for Lake Roland.
“We are looking out for one another and
The bulldozer was also used to help Brown
that kind of help is catalytic, creating
Memorial Weekday School on Charles Street
winning solutions for the community and
create a unique outdoor nature space for its
the businesses.” How wonderful it is to
preschool children. Davey Tree played a critilive in a neighborhood where the spirit
New in 2015, the children’s natural playground at
cal role in the project by providing large logs Brown Memorial Woodbrook Presbyterian Church
of charity and goodness can be found
for the playground structure. In addition,
Photo courtesy Siobhan Budnitz
around every corner!
Davey Tree remains a regular and valuable
by Shannon Putman
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A Park Ranger’s Profile: Jeffrey Ruark
Continued from page 4

there. He notes, “I get to hear a lot of park history from visitors
returning to Lake Roland for the first time since they were younger, or since Baltimore County took over management of the park
in 2010.”
Like all the park’s rangers, Jeff may open the park at sunrise or
close at sunset, although he sometimes stays all night during a
campout. “The park is
a special place at the
beginning and end of
[the] day. Wildlife is
moving around and
there are more natural
sounds.” After opening
the gates, Jeff “reviews
notes left from the
previous shift, inspects
the park for safety and
cleanliness, prepares
equipment and materials for the daily operations and/or programs
Ranger Jonathan Wood and Ranger Jeff Ruark and greets the first
(center) in ‘civilian’ garb from the 1812 period;
visitors.” Rangers also
Ranger Bart Viguers (R) attired as for the War
supervise volunteers
of 1812 on the occasion of the park’s Battle of
and interns and render
Baltimore event in 2014
Photo courtesy Joe Stewart (Baltimore City Historical Society)
first aid, give directions and enforce dog
regulations as part
of their daily routines. “The ranger station has some reptiles and
amphibians on display that need daily care and feeding,” he adds.
No two days are ever the same. One day may find Jeff demonstrating the process of making maple sugar – drilling into a maple tree
to insert a spile, then letting the sap drain into a bucket before
boiling off the excess water to make maple syrup. Another day
might be spent clearing snow to provide safe roads and walkways
(remember the record 30 inches we got in February?) or clearing
downed trees or invasive vines. The efforts of Jeff and his fellow
rangers don’t go unnoticed. Jeff was happy to mention that “we
receive many compliments from the public” on such things as
Acorn Hill [children’s park], Paw Point [dog park] and the general
condition of the park.
I wondered where the ideas for the fascinating programs provided by the rangers, volunteers and Lake Roland Nature Council
come from. “Some ideas come from your experiences in the past
but most reflect the natural and historical features of the park.
Finally, ideas come from your own strengths, interests and passions. The features of the park, the themes that can be presented
about the features, the tangibles and intangibles of those themes,
the staffing needed, the equipment and materials needed, what
audience is going to be targeted and your budget” are what drive
the programs, he says. A natural storyteller, Jeff is a historian
extraordinaire and loves regaling visitors with stories of adventure
and tidbits of history in which the park area played a predominant
role.

Where are the restrooms?
Spot-a-pots are next to the ranger station and near Acorn Hill.
How do I reserve the pavilions?
Visit the Lake Roland Nature Council website at
http://lakeroland.org/pavilion-rental or call 410-887-4156.
Do you have maps of the trails?
Black-and-white copies are available at the ranger station or you
can download color copies from the website.
What kind of fish are in the lake?
Blue gills, black crappie, sunfish, large mouth bass and lots of
carp. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) stocks rainbow
trout below the dam in the Jones Falls in the spring.
Where does all the water come from?
The water comes from the confluence of three streams: Roland
Run, Jones Falls and Towson Run.
Is the dam used to generate electricity?
No. The dam and resulting reservoir were built as Baltimore’s
first water supply. Electricity was never generated by the dam.
Ranger Jeff says he enjoys “sharing the unique features of the
park with visitors” and “giving them just a spark of information”
to give them an understanding of how important and meaningful parks are. “A bad day in the park is still a good day when you
appreciate being able to work outside in a wonderful place helping
people enjoy their leisure time,” he says.

Absolute Painting LLC
Master Painters
Lead Paint Hazard Specialists
MDE and EPA Certified

Mark Johnson
410-332-8493
markj6290@gmail.com
AbsolutePaintersLLC.com
MHIC #41333

Jeff chuckles when asked about the most common questions
he gets:
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A New Vet in Town
Community Business Profile
the first level with boarding pens, a
grooming station and a surgical suite
on the basement level.

by Shannon Putman

Upon crossing the threshold of Ruxton
Animal Hospital, it is clear that this is a
Dr. Zimmerman always knew she
place where people love their jobs and
wanted to be a vet. She is a Marythe animals for whom they care. Conveland girl who grew up in Gambrills
niently located at 8014 Bellona Avenue,
in a family of five and spent a lot of
sandwiched between the Riderwood Post
time with animals big and small. She
Office and More Than Fine Framing, this
enjoyed time in southern Maryland
veterinary establishment has been in
at the boarding stable where her
its current location since 1996. But…
sister kept her horse. Her older sister
there’s a new vet in town! Dr. Rachel
was a registered vet technician and,
Zimmerman purchased the practice in
as a teen, Dr. Zimmerman would
January 2015 from the original owner,
go to work with her, especially on
Dr. Michael Kaplan. Her thoughtful atweekends, to help look after the
tention to detail is obvious at the entry
Lisa Perez assists as Dr. Zimmerman examines a furry friend
sick animals, many of whom were
with separate doors for cat and dog
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
‘exotics’ such as rabbits, guinea pigs,
owners and a waiting area divided by
ferrets and birds. And she hasn’t lost
a large central desk. Ruxton Animal Hosany of that passion along the way,
pital is a light-filled, welcoming space
providing a home these days to four rescue cats, one rescue dog
that is strikingly and surprisingly calm and fresh smelling. It also
and her own pet dog.
is unexpectedly large, encompassing four exam rooms and a lab on

KEEPING THE NEIGHBORHOOD DELICIOUS
From great eats to sweet treats, Eddie’s has a unique selection
of tastes from the region and beyond. It’s the flavor with flair
that neighborhood families have savored for generations.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE • PERSONAL SHOPPING
GOURMET TO GO • DELIVERY • CATERING
5113 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-323-3656
Mon-Sat 8-7, Sun 9-6

6213 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21212
410-377-8040
Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-7

BALTIMORE’S GOURMET GROCER
• SINCE 1944 •
E D DI E S O F R O L A N DPA R K .C O M
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Staff Lyle Ondayko, Lisa Perez, Dr. Rachel Zimmerman, Colleen Rose (with
Judy the cat) and Wanda McGrath Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn

In addition to Dr. Zimmerman, there are several full-time employees – two client care representatives, two veterinary assistants
and one certified veterinary technician. Dr. Kaplan still maintains
abbreviated office hours on Wednesday mornings and Dr. Ronald
Fallon provides scheduled orthopedic assessments on an as-needed
basis. Additional part-time staff come in for cleaning and to
provide evening and weekend care for boarded animals. Although
Ruxton Animal Hospital is not a twenty-four-hour veterinary office,
the staff is capable of providing kennel care for sick animals and
animals boarded while their owners are out of town.

Dr. Zimmerman limits her practice to the medical care of dogs and
cats, many of which live in the surrounding neighborhoods, as well
as patients who followed her from her prior part-time practices at
Celebrie Animal Hospital in Kingsville and Erdman Animal Hospital
in Baltimore City. Dr. Zimmerman graduated in 2005 from VirginiaMaryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine and has been
practicing in Maryland ever since. Until 2015 she worked part-time
in several clinics, including Ruxton Animal Hospital and, when Dr.
Kaplan was ready to retire, purchasing the practice seemed like a
natural next step.
Dr. Zimmerman speaks highly of her staff, “The people you work
with can make or break a good opportunity and this group is
amazing.” She values the personal relationships she has developed
with her clients and wants to maintain Ruxton Animal Hospital
as a small family practice that can provide individual attention to
each pet. Caring for animals has been her lifelong passion and she
clearly is committed to providing high quality, “fear-free” medical management for her patients and their owners. Dr. Zimmerman
talks passionately about Ruxton Animal Hospital being a safe and
cozy place through the use of treats, music and even pheromones.
The animals Dr. Zimmerman routinely treats have gotten to know
her well and many will not leave until they receive a reward of
freshly cooked chicken that they know she routinely keeps in
her pockets.
Ruxton Animal Hospital stresses the importance of preventative
care and health maintenance for keeping beloved pets vigorous
and ailment-free. Dr. Zimmerman counsels that the spring is an

important time to protect your pet from mosquitoes and ticks
that can cause heartworm and Lyme disease. (Remember our
“Lyme Disease in Animals” article in Neighborhood NEWS Spring
2013?). Regular screening for parasites may also be important,
particularly if your pet is exposed to other animals at parks or on
trails. All physical exam appointments are thirty minutes, allowing a thorough and calm assessment. Basic laboratory studies and
pet electrocardiograms can be done on-site and a Board-certified
radiographer comes in weekly for official interpretation of plain
films and ultrasound images. Dr. Zimmerman performs simple
spays and neutering, as well as removal of masses for diagnostic
purposes. For specialty care, Dr. Zimmerman works with The Pet ER
on Cromwell Bridge Road and will make referrals as necessary for
more complex procedures or chronic illnesses. In the future, she
hopes to offer more holistic care for aging animals including acupuncture for pain management and laser treatment for minor skin
conditions. She is sensitive to pet behavioral health and works
with local trainers and behavioral therapists to help with anxiety,
aggression and other forms of pet stress.
Ruxton Animal Hospital and Dr. Zimmerman welcome new clients;
a comprehensive list of services, hours and fees can be found on
their website at www.ruxtonanimalhospital.com. For a new client
appointment or questions, call 410-296-0890 or stop by – you,
too, will be greeted with a smile from the staff and a purr from
Miss Judy, the resident cat, and your pet is likely to leave wagging
his tail.
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Debris Clean-up

Kids Corner

Towson Run at
Bellona Avenue

by Wes Seba (age 10)

Kudos to the State
Highway Administration for its excellent
response to our re-

Here are a few jokes to bring on those lighter spring days!

After

Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz

quest that accumulated
debris be cleared from
Towson Run at Bellona
Avenue (your membership dues at work!).
Before Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz
This will reduce the
amount of debris that
flows into Lake Roland and should lessen flooding in this area.

Q. Why did the tomato blush?
A. Because she saw the salad dressing.
Q. How many teenagers does it take to screw in a
lightbulb?
A. Ten: One to screw it in, and nine others to post it on
social media.
Q. What do you call a bird on an airplane?
A. Lazy.
Q. Why was the cook fired?
A. He was beating the eggs and whipping the cream.
Q. What does ninety-nine, thump, ninety-nine, thump?
A. A centipede with a wooden leg.
Q. Knock Knock…
A. Come in, the door’s open.

410-889-5525

www.fickbros.com
Awarding Winning Craftsmanship for 100 Years

Roofing  Exterior Remodeling  Masonry
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Go Native! Third Annual
Native Plant Sale at Lake Roland
The Lake Roland Nature Council and
Guilford Garden Club will hold a sale
of plants native to the Chesapeake
Bay watershed and the Piedmont
region of Maryland on Saturday, April
30, 2016 (rain date is Sunday, May 1)
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. across
from the ranger station near Lake
Roland dam.
The Garden Club members have used
their knowledge of native flora to
carefully select plants for sale. These
will include deer-resistant perennials and shrubs, plants for wet or dry,
shade or sun and plants such as the
white turtlehead that attract butterflies including the Baltimore Checkerspot (which is the Maryland State
insect) shown in the drawing.
You may bring photos or sketches
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of your garden for planting ideas and advice
from trained experts. Learn about native
plants and how specific selections influence the lives of butterflies, birds and other
wildlife.
To get to the event, enter from the Lakeside
Drive entrance to the park or from the Falls
Road light rail station and the boardwalk that
leads to the park. Visit http://lakeroland.
org/ for further details. Proceeds from the
sale go towards improvements at Lake Roland
park and the Guilford Garden Club scholarship
fund.

The white turtlehead (Chelone glabra) is the primary host
plant for the Baltimore Checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas
phaeton) Drawing courtesy USDA NRCS. Wetland flora: Field office illustrated
guide to plant species. USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. Provided by
NRCS National Wetland Team.

While at the sale, check out progress of the
Lake Roland Nature and Environmental Education Center which will soon provide yearround education and meeting space for the
many programs provided by the rangers and
the Nature Council.

Bellona Avenue Storm Water Project Update
by Peggy Squitieri

In the cover story of the winter edition of Neighborhood NEWS, we
reported that Baltimore County consultants from Brudis & Associates, Inc. were conducting a study to determine potential solutions to the storm water runoff problems that have long plagued
some Riderwood residents who live on the north side of Bellona
Avenue between Ruxton Crossing and Ridervale Road.
On December 16, 2015, the Riderwood residents were invited to
a presentation by officials from Baltimore County’s Storm Drain
Division to hear recommendations for addressing the storm water
drainage problem. Two proposals were presented that would
essentially offer a partial solution to the problem. The officials explained that, regardless of what is done, there is no total solution
to the situation due to existing topography and the watershed
effect.
The preliminary recommendation is to install a curb and gutter
system along the north side of Bellona Avenue between Ridervale
Road and Ruxton Crossing Road. Inlets (covered drains connected
to an underground pipe system) placed along the proposed curb
line would be part of this proposal. There are two options for this
preliminary recommendation. The first would also include a pond
to collect water; the cost for this option would be approximately

$2 million. The second would include the above-noted curb and
gutter system along with bio-retention facilities to treat impervious surface runoff and thus improve the water quality of this
tributary to Roland Run. The cost of the second option is estimated to be approximately $3 million.
Funds are not currently in the County budget to enable the Department of Public Works to begin this project which will be competing for funding with project requests from many other neighborhoods in the County with similar needs. We will continue to lobby
our County officials to fund this long overdue project.

Please Slow Down
Now that spring is here, more people are likely to be outside
walking, running and biking. Please be respectful of your
neighbors and drive courteously (slowly and cautiously)
throughout our neighborhoods. If you have young drivers in
your household, please remind them of the importance of
keeping their attention on the road at all times.

Take a First Look
at THE PARK SCHOOL OF BALTIMORE

THURSDAY, MAY 5
8:45– 10:30 A.M.
PARENTS, REGISTER FOR THIS SPRING EVENT AT PARKSCHOOL.NET
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Properties sold from October 2015 – January 2016
Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group of Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage and the Maryland State Department of Assessments
and Taxation

Address
1 Acorn Hill Lane

List Price		Sold price
749,900
720,000

3 Acorn Hill Lane

815,000

795,000

8305 Alston Road

385,000

385,000

904 Applewood Lane

725,000

680,000

7820 Ballston Road		

350,000

8201 Bellona Avenue

425,000

425,000

106 Brightwood Club Drive

500,000

445,000

201 Brightwood Club Drive

200,000

100,000

2,100,000

2,089,500

6103 Buckingham Manor Drive

399,000

399,000

8224 Burnley Road

525,000

520,000

8229 Burnley Road

385,000

375,000

6321 Canter Way

600,000

560,000

6 Buchanan Road

Address
6322 Canter Way

List Price		Sold price
650,000
625,000

6806 Charles Street

790,000

710,000

517 Charles Street Avenue

325,000

300,500

621 Chestnut Avenue

669,000

669,000

624 Charles Street Avenue

194,000

183,000

1747 Circle Road

849,000

904,000

1200 Copper Hill Road

695,000

675,000

7 Devon Hill Road		

404,000

7901 Ellenham Avenue

525,000

490,000

810 Eton Road

375,000

375,000

6221 Falls Road

399,900

375,000

1 Farview Road

1,495,000

1,300,000

1506 Jeffers Road

347,000

347,000

1617 Jeffers Road

339,900

310,000

1628 W. Joppa Road		

133,000

33 Judges Lane

475,000

499,995

613 Meadowridge Road		

875,000

617 Piccadilly Road

310,000

310,000

6210 Pleasant View Avenue		

120,000

8215 Rider Avenue

350,000

350,000

2004 Ridgecrest Court

635,000

550,000

1602 Ruxton Court		
1908 Ruxton Road

189,000

1,950,000

1,665,000

8213 Ruxton Crossing Court

270,000

255,000

4 Sunset Knoll Court

835,000

835,000

1707 Thornton Ridge Road (lot)

399,000

320,000

812 Trafalgar Road

390,000

370,000

1206 Trappe Lane

400,000

330,000

1227 Wine Spring Lane

405,000

405,000

110 Woodbrook Lane

575,000

500,000

Due to incorrect information posted on the State Department of Assessments and Taxation website, we reported in
the Winter 2015-2016 edition of Neighborhood NEWS that
the home at 1 Riderwood Station was sold in June 2015
for $170,000. This information is incorrect. The home was
not recently sold and the reported sales price appears to be
the price of the home when it was sold in the 1980s. Our
sincere apologies to the homeowner.
Newsletter Editor
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CZMP Proposed Zoning Changes
Every four years Baltimore County goes through the Comprehensive
Zoning Map Process (CZMP) which permits anyone to apply for a
change in zoning for any property in Baltimore County. We are currently in the midst of this process and two properties within our
boundaries are the subject of such requests.

Issue No. 5-113, Southeast corner of Greenwood Road and
Charles Street (Board of Education property)

The Association has been, and will continue to be, actively involved with both of the following projects. Our active role includes
organizing and participating in many meetings with stakeholders
(including directly impacted neighbors) as well as providing input
to, and working with, the County’s Department of Planning and
Councilwoman Vicki Almond.

Requested zoning: DR1-NC

Issue No. 2-008, 1628 W. Joppa Road

Existing zoning: DR2 (residential/two houses per acre)

Requested change: From DR3.5 (residential) to CB (community
business)

Proposed zoning: DR2 (to be discussed)

Purpose of request: Royal Farms purchased the property next to
its store (0.31 acres with vacant blue house) with the intent of
enlarging and reconfiguring its parking lot.

Size: 15.09 acres

Discussions are ongoing with the goal of bringing significant upgrades to this prominent corner including improved ingress/egress,
landscaping, better lighting and signage.
Issue No. 2-018, 6241-6247 Falls Road
Requested change: From BR-AS (Business Roadside/Automotive
Service) to BM-CT (Business Major/Commercial Town Center Core)

Size: 26.02 acres
Existing zoning: Primarily DR1 (residential/one house per acre)
Note: NC = Neighborhood Commons (which is basically open space
zoning)
Issue No. 5-157, 1005 W. Joppa Road (Blakehurst)
Size: 20.68 acres

Issue No. 5-161, 100’ buffer around the western edge of GBMC
Existing zoning: DR2 (residential/two houses per acre)
Proposed zoning: DR2 (to be discussed)
Please visit www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/planning/
zoning/czmp2016/ for the latest on these zoning requests and
for dates of public hearings. We will also post information on our
website www.rrlraia.org. We encourage you to contact us at
office@rrlraia.org to share your opinions of these requests.

Purpose of request: Vanguard Equities, Inc., the contract purchaser
of this six acre property (which is currently occupied by Hollins
Organic and several commercial tenants), wishes to re-develop this
property as a mixed use project, including retail and residential
components and additional public parking for Lake Roland. The
change in zoning is needed to permit residential use together with
retail.
This zoning request represents an upgrade from the current zoning
and the proposed concept plan for mixed-use fits well with our
Community Plan 2010 which has a goal of upgrading the Bare
Hills area with more mixed-use development. The purchaser has
been working closely with our Bare Hills committee to design the
project in such a way as to meet or exceed the goals of our Community Plan 2010 and will provide several opportunities to hear
our community’s comments.
The proposed development would eliminate several curb cuts
along Falls Road and would funnel traffic to an existing signalized
intersection at Falls Road and Clarkview Road. The project will be
required to go through the full County development process ensuring opportunities for public input.
Councilman David Marks (5th Distict) also raised a few zoning
issues within our area. Councilman Marks’s goal “is to lower the
development potential in these areas. For Greenwood, the proposal
is to place the property into the Neighborhood Commons zoning
classification, which is essential open space zoning. In west Towson, I am looking to lower the development potential of the Joppa
Road ridge line, undeveloped land near Blakehurst and land along
Charles Street near Towson University.”

23

THE RUXTON � RIDERWOOD � LAKE ROLAND AREA IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
8013 Bellona Ave.

�

Post Office Box 204

�

Riderwood, MD 21139

�

TEL 410-494-7757

�

office@rrlraia.org

Presort
Standard
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Permit No. 1262
Baltimore, MD

Your dues help fund this newsletter, which we
hope you enjoy. If you do not see a gold seal here,
you have not yet paid your annual dues.
To join/renew, please send your check for $75 (or
$140 for two years) to RRLRAIA, P. O. Box 204,
Riderwood, MD 21139 or pay via PayPal at
www.rrlraia.org.

NON-MEMBER

7321 Brightside Road

1306 Boyce Avenue
Maureen Lalley, 410-790-5053

1820 Circle Road

1212 Boyce Avenue

7900 Ruxwood Road

1421 Wine Spring Lane

Karen Hubble bisbee

1206 Malvern Avenue

nancy c. Hubble

Associate Broker, GRI, ABR

Associate Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

443-838-0438

443-465-1424

www.HubblebisbeeGroup.com

| Voted baltimore’s best upscale realtor
remarKable serVice, remarKable results
Greenspring Station 410-321-1411

