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by Lisa Lewenz

For the past 19 years, I’ve been 
known as Ruxton’s ‘Grandee Toad 
Faerie,’ an alter ego I adopted as 
part of my efforts to help solve 
one of our community’s long-
standing environmental prob-
lems. As I’m about to explain, 
I have a three-word request 
to help us: “voluntary detour, 
please!”

During the final hours of April 1, 
1999, I discovered a gruesome 
scene along one of Ruxton’s 
darkest stretches of roadway 
and quickly found an agitprop 
solution. I’d passed that spot 
countless times, yet, curiously 
that night, it seemed a truck 
had accidentally dumped a slurry 
of ground beef along several 
hundred feet of the road. For 
the next two hours, cars crushed 
and eviscerated several hundred 
American toads as they daintily 
hopped across Bellona Avenue. We’ve since learned 
that springtime weather inspires these massive 
migrations, something we’ve dubbed a Toad Tsunami; 
1999 was a particularly intense year.

Given my lifetime penchant for April foolishness 
(April 1 is my birthday), the timing transformed me 
into that desperate kid crying “wolf!” – after all, 
would you venture out if a prankster called during a 
heavy deluge at 10 p.m. on a Thursday night, asking 
that you don rain gear and help carry bucket-loads of 
chirping toads across the street? One skeptical pal re-
sponded when I phoned, “that’s probably the darkest 
spot in Baltimore County, and you want me to what? 
When? Oh look, it’s April 1st!”

Fortunately, starting that night and every spring 
since, more than 130 volunteers have generously par-
ticipated. Since 1999, if you’ve slammed your brakes 
along Bellona Avenue near Lake Roland, panicked by 
the sight of a dozen sopping-wet lunatics scamper-
ing near the road’s edge, snatching at flopping blobs 
illuminated by a flashlight’s glare – no worries – it’s 
just us. We’re Toad Faeries, a flash mob of local kids 
and adults answering nature’s annual call (via text 
message) in what’s likely nature’s wildest conserva-

tion project – safely fer-
rying tens of thousands 
of toads across Bellona 
Avenue in order to avoid 
their almost inevitable 
demise. 

Our single purpose is to 
save and increase the 
community’s American 
toad population during 
its springtime commute 
to mate in a nearby 
murky pond. To get 
there, toads must cross 
this busy road and the 
Light Rail tracks. After 
ten days of near-Baccha-
nalian debauchery, the 
toads begin their reverse 
commute. We’re always 
happy to catch and 
move most before they 
reach the road, and re-
peat the process before 
they cross back again, 

headed towards solitary domesticity in your back yard 
or the woods. This spring, we’ll be gathering again, 
knowing the critters that survive will voluntarily pro-
tect Ruxton from nasty grubs, insects and pests. 

Until 2003, we’d be lucky to ferry as many as 300 
toads each spring. Yet since 2006, their popula-
tion has rebounded to between 2,000 to 3,800. On 
a single night last May, we successfully moved more 
than 800 stragglers back to the woods. Come late 
February or early March, we start by building barrier 
fencing and installing safe traps, all while ferrying 
the season’s earliest commuters: sluggish salaman-
ders, tiny spring peepers, and frisky frogs. 

Given that the male-to-female ratio is 7:1, we 
presumed during the early years that toads were 
expendable and had short life spans. Yet distinctive 
markings on females proved that we actually did 
recognize many individuals year after year. We also 
realized that most drivers had no idea their evening 
commute was causing any environmental distress. 

A Deeper History
If you remember Ruxton during the 1960s and before, 
iceboats raced along Lake Roland’s expansive frozen 

Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry
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Dear Neighbors,

Our communities have some very exciting 
projects in the works and the Association 
is pleased to sponsor an array of events 
throughout the coming year. 

Kaizen is the Japanese word 
for ‘improvement.’ Your As-
sociation seeks to improve 
our area through incremental 
efforts over the years. The 
Association’s committees 

Bare Hills/Lake Roland

Community Enhancements/
Historic Preservation

Events

Membership/Directory

Newsletter/Website

Nominating

Transportation (Traffic/Light Rail/
Pedestrian & Bike Paths)

Zoning/Development

Executive Committee

as well as the Greater Ruxton Area Founda-
tion (GRAF), have all been hard at work. We 
have met many of the goals set forth in our 
Community Plan 2010 (accessible via www.
rrlraia.org) and continue to set goals for the 
coming year to make a difference.

Planned improvements to the Royal Farms 
store at Joppa and Thornton Roads include 
improved parking and traffic flow and updates 
to the appearance of this prominent corner in 
our community. The Village of Lake Roland, 

a retail and residential development planned 
for the Bare Hills area, is moving forward and 
will complement the Falls Road corridor. Plans 
include residential and retail space as well 
as additional parking for and access to Lake 
Roland. 

Speaking of Lake Roland, Park attendance 
was phenomenal this winter! I 
encourage you to come out and 
see the brand new Nature Center 
which is ADA-compliant and ac-
cessible for all ages. Check out 
the array of activities that take 
place in the Park (visit www.
lakeroland.org) and consider 
participating in many of them!

If you have not yet attended 
one of our many community 
events, all I can say is, “Come 
on out and give us a try!” 

Check out the Events Committee profiles 
in this issue – there are some great events 
planned throughout the year and I hope you 
will join us! You will meet new neighbors, 
have some fun, perhaps shred some docu-
ments, clean a stream or street, free up a 
corner of your home previously filled with 
electronics/unwanted furniture or visit a store 
that may be new to you. 

Your dues and our volunteers enable us to ac-
complish all we do and your participation and 
input are important. You, our members, are 
our greatest asset. Thank you for your support 
and participation!

The best is yet to come!

Clark Parriott 
President
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by John Lalley

If you have driven along Bellona Avenue 
recently, you may have noticed a new 
fence that replaced a portion of the old 
fence on the east side of Bellona just 
north of Rolandvue Road. The Greater Rux-
ton Area Foundation (GRAF) is pleased to 
announce that this new fence represents 
the first phase of a project GRAF coordi-
nated with the property owner, the State 
Highway Administration and Delegate 
Chris West to remove the entire 
fence, partially replace it and 
install a new, more protective 
guard rail in its place. When the 
remainder of the old fence is re-
moved this spring and replaced 
with the new guard rail, the 
new, improved view along that 
stretch of Bellona Avenue will 
highlight a stand of redwood 
and bald cypress trees planted 
some years ago by the property 
owner. The new fence, which is 
complete, will weather to a gray 
over time. GRAF plans to install 
a garden at the corner of Rolan-
dvue Road and Bellona Avenue 
once the State completes its 
construction work this spring.

The drawing to the right 
depicts the view of this land 
in the summer of 1832 when 
the railroad was built through 
Ruxton. Prior to the construc-
tion of Lake Roland in 1860, 
Bellona Avenue (known then 
as Powder Mill Road) had been 
on the west side of the train 
tracks servicing the gunpow-
der works along Jones Falls. 
At the time, a railroad trestle 
had been built over the small 
stream just north of Rolandvue 
Road. When the lake was built, 
the stretch of Bellona Avenue 
at the bottom of the hill com-
ing down from Charles Street to 
the rugby field was moved to its present position on the east side 
to parallel the train tracks. The culvert traversed by the trestle 
was filled in with earth excavated to create the lake basin form-
ing a small causeway. Few realize or think about it today. You can 
see the raised section of land in relation to the lake in the photo 
(circa 1930). This portion of the lake began silting in during the 
road and construction boom of the 1950s and 1960s.

Our beautification ef-
forts will continue to 
focus on the Bellona 
Avenue corridor. As was 
communicated in our 
recent annual fundrais-
ing letter, we are fully 
dependent on tax-de-
ductible contributions 
to fund our preserva-
tion and conservation 
efforts. Going forward 
we also seek to more 
directly involve Ruxton 
area residents in our 
efforts. We plan to share 
gardening and landscap-
ing ideas and histori-
cal information about 
Ruxton in our forthcoming email newsletters. Please sign up to 
be on the list at www.ruxtonareafoundation.org. Information on 
contributing to the Foundation is also on our website.

Contributors: Bliss McCord and Joe Coale (author of Middling 
Planters of Ruxton 1694-1850).

Greater Ruxton Area Foundation Update

Train trestle in 1832 as illustrated by 
Gordy Collison in 2001.   
Photo courtesy Joe Coale

Bellona Avenue – Lake Roland circa 
1830 

Bellona Avenue at Rolandvue Road 
October 2016   Photo courtesy John Lalley

Bellona Avenue at Rolandvue Road 
January 2017   Photo courtesy John Lalley
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Join neighbors and friends for: 
• Burgers and Beverages 
 (including beer, wine and Southsides)

• Live music

FRIDAY  
JUNE 2, 2017

5:30 – 
7:30 p.m. 

A portion of proceeds will benefit the American Cancer Society  
and the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation

A neighborhood street party  
to kick off the summer...

Sponsored by The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland  
Area Improvement Association & Graul’s Market

Friday  
Night 
Lights

Preliminary conceptual plans to develop the 6200 block of Falls 
Road (an area north of Princeton Sports and south of Sunnyfields) 
into The Village of Lake Roland were unveiled by local real estate 
developer Vanguard Equities during a community input meeting 
last month. This site is currently home to Hollins Organic Products 
and several other commercial and industrial businesses. The rede-
velopment plans include upscale residential apartments, as well as 
spaces for retail shopping and restaurants.

Community Plan 2001 and Community Plan 2010
The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Associa-
tion’s Community Plan 2001 and Community Plan 2010 identify 
several opportunities to enhance our communities. A number of 
recommendations made in our community plans have become real-
ity, such as the revitalization of Lake Roland, an initiative spear-
headed by RRLRAIA.  

A major component of Community Plan 2010 is to steer redevel-
opment in Bare Hills away from the manufacturing and industrial 
uses allowed by much of the area’s current zoning to community-
friendly, mixed-use redevelopments. The plan’s intent is to attract 
interest in properties that RRLRAIA neither owns nor controls, 
and to propose potential future uses, understanding that not all 

suggestions would be economically feasible and that, in essence, 
the cost of the property would dictate certain future uses. Recent 
redevelopments along Falls Road including the 1407 Clarkview 
Road building (home to Earth, Wood & Fire and Atwater’s) and the 
Penniman and Browne site that is now the new home of Simply 
Beautiful Flowers, sidewalks on Clarkview Road, traffic lights and 
turn lanes at the intersection of Old Pimlico Road and Clarkview 
Road, a series of renovations in place of existing industrial struc-
tures on Clarkview Road for higher and better uses have been the 
result of Community Plan 2010 and the ongoing active role of 
RRLRAIA in the community. 

The Role of the RRLRAIA
During the 2016 Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (CZMP) – the 
quadrennial process that allows properties in Baltimore County to 
seek rezoning designations – the RRLRAIA worked with Vanguard 
Equities and County Councilwoman Vicki Almond to change the 
zoning designation of the site. Of significant importance for both 
the neighborhood and the environment, this change eliminated 
potentially undesirable uses of the property, such as automotive 
services and industrial storage and distribution, to make way for a 
mixed-use project. 

The Facts about the RRLRAIA  
and The Village of Lake Roland
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The zoning granted as a part of the 2016 CZMP still allowed the 
property to be used in a number of ways that are not compatible 
with the surrounding community. Consequently, the Association 
entered into a restrictive covenant agreement (RCA) with the 
developer that places significant additional restrictions on the 
property. Crucially, the RCA in no way restricts the Association, any 
of its members, or any member of the community from opposing 
or supporting aspects of the proposed project as it goes through 
the full Baltimore County development review process. The RCA 
accomplishes concessions from the developer in exchange for the 
Association’s support of the zoning changes, not support of the 
project, per se.

In addition to preventing dozens of otherwise permitted uses for 
the property, the RCA guides the location of commercial and resi-
dential buildings, imposes size and height restrictions (to prevent 
the opening of big box stores) and limits the height of buildings 
fronting on Falls Road to one story. Notably, the site elevation 
drops by more than 30 feet going from the front to the rear of the 
site, and to comply with the RCA, the highest structures are pro-
posed for the rear of the site. Moreover, the RCA prohibits change-
able copy signage within the development. Finally, Vanguard 
agreed to subject the entire project, commercial and residential, 
to the Baltimore County Design Review Panel (DRP) for review and 
approval, even though only the residential portion is subject to 
the DRP by County regulation. 

The developer has now embarked on the development review 
phase of the project, and in December 2016 filed an application 
for a Planned Unit Development (PUD). This multi-step process 
is estimated to take 12 to 18 months. The preliminary concep-
tual plan proposes to eliminate approximately 100 feet of curb 
cuts along Falls Road. In addition, traffic will be channeled into 

855-372-5392

Current site conditions of 6241-6247 Falls Road show extensive impervious surface and a mulch operation that is environmentally detrimental to Lake Roland.    
© 2016 Google

Continued on p. 10
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by Barbara Guarnieri

As we shed winter coats and set out for sunny spring walks, I 
encourage you to take a trek along your 
neighborhood stream. As you can see from 
the maps referenced at the end of this arti-
cle, our area is full of small estuaries. Some 
feed into larger streams such as Roland Run 
and Towson Run; others feed into runs like 
the Slaughterhouse and Moores branches. 
Most run south down the Rider Ridge and 
eventually feed into Lake Roland. Walking 
along your neighborhood stream can make 
you aware of the importance of maintain-
ing the health of our streams. Not only can 
you volunteer to help with clean-up efforts 
but you can also take responsibility and be 
a steward of your stream going forward. A 
little awareness and some small actions can 
go a long way.

I walk almost daily along paths that cross 
over an unnamed stream that begins 
on Blakehurst’s property, winds through 
Loyola’s woods, falls parallel to Greenwood Road, down and under 
Charles Street and meanders through Ruxton toward Lake Roland. 

Throughout the year I note with varying degrees of frustration 
different assaults on this stream. Some I can stop, while others I 

can only hope we will all stop one day. These 
behaviors can be intentional or inadvertent. The 
first and most noticeable offense is, of course, 
the litter thrown nonchalantly out car windows.

Trash from what appears to be lunches and 5 
o’clock happy hours is strewn routinely along 
the wooded edge of the road. Plastic contain-
ers, foil-lined food wrappers, aluminum cans 
and glass bottles, which do not deteriorate 
over time, can make their way into the stream, 
harm aquatic life and contaminate water. Once 
a month I bring along a bag to pick up the 
roadside trash – with a gloved hand!  When 
litter in a streambed reaches a critical mass, 
it can reduce the oxygen levels of the water 
enough to kill all the marine and aquatic life. In 
the spring, I still see evidence of bugs skim-
ming the surface of this stream – a good sign. 
But I no longer see actual fish. It could be my 
eyesight isn’t good enough now, but years ago 
our children used to marvel at little silver fish 

and tiny pink crayfish in this stream. I don’t think my grandchil-
dren will have that pleasure.

Litter is easy to see and easy enough to clean. But unseen ‘litter’ 
can also be the cause of poor stream health. Upstream develop-
ment has been significant in the last 25 years. Roofs, driveways 
and parking lots, which displace water-absorbing ground with 
impervious surfaces, increase the amount of runoff from rainwater. 
Well-managed runoff is not a bad thing, but it carries with it the 
unthinking actions of homeowners and businesses. As the use of 
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides increase, so do their rates in 
the sediments carried away by runoff. Construction necessarily dis-
turbs vast amounts of dirt, often sending large quantities of sedi-
ment into streams during a hard rain. Preventive silt fences have 
become ubiquitous on construction sites, but these flexible plastic 
barriers are just as often compromised and neglected. Large 
amounts of sediment in streams, even when clean of pollutants, 
cause several problems. Sediment can cloud the water and make it 
difficult for aquatic life to breathe, find food or avoid predators. 
If sediment settles to the bottom, it can kill off the tiny diatoms 
and plant life that make up the base of the food chain, setting off 
disaster all the way up the chain. 

More human activity increases the possibilities for ground pol-
lution such as discarded household or construction items and 
uncollected pet waste. This last item may have you shaking your 
head as excessive. I often discuss this topic with my husband. He 
claims no one picks up after the deer or the foxes in these same 
woods, so why bother? He’s correct; of course we cannot control 
wild animal behavior but we can control that of our pets. Only 
recently have scientists been able to measure for the distinct 
sources of pollution in water. In particular, dog waste carries 
several specific bacteria: coliform, E. coli, salmonella and giardia. 
While other wild animals contribute to these bacterial measures, 
scientists can at a minimum provide the magnitude of a single 

Please Pass (on) the Salt

FREE INSTANT ESTIMATE
Go online to ProLawnPlus.com/no-risk

BE GREEN. SAVE GREEN.
ALL WITH A GREENER LAWN.

ProLawnPlus.com/no-risk 
443.579.5900

Mark Schlossberg
President

Celebrating 40 Years 
treating lawns in your 
neighborhood and ours 
We’re located right off 
of Falls Rd in Bare Hills 
and pride ourselves 
in providing superior 
personalized treatments 
and customer service.

HURRY! THIS OFFER 
EXPIRES APRIL 30
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Courses include an extensive 
art program, outdoor education, 
SAT prep classes, science, 
math, foreign language and 
sports camps.

Enrichment and skill-building 
programs for girls and boys 
grades K-12. Designed and 
taught by Gilman faculty and 
field experts.

LEARN MORE:
gilman.edu/gilmansummer

June 19 - July 28, 2017

source of contamination. It seems that dogs are most often the 
culprit. In late 2014 the County posted warning signs along por-
tions of Towson Run in West Towson because of a serious E. coli 
contamination. As is often the case, authorities suggested faulty 
sewer pipes were the culprits. Testing is still ongoing so I cannot 
state with certainty that dogs may be the culprit. But if it could 
be dog feces and we can control that, why would we risk ignoring 
it?

I can also not ignore the actions of those who hang out in the 
Loyola woods and unwittingly disturb the woods and dirt to make 
skateboard ramps. Whole tree trunks whose roots have become 
untethered over time are pushed down to provide height, and dirt 
is pushed against the trunk to create a ramp. All of this com-
promises the natural lay of the land, disturbs small habitats and 
causes unnecessary soil erosion. I realize these kids are having fun 
in a place that protects them from disapproving adults, but they 
are totally unaware of the harm they are doing to the woods and 
the nearby stream. The piles of loose dirt eventually wash into the 
stream, sometimes dragging the tree in with it. Such minor actions 
are taken unthinkingly every day and eventually our streams pay a 
cumulative price for them.   

Another polluting culprit to this little stream is road salt (40% 
sodium/60% chloride) dumped during ice and snow storms. We 
would all agree keeping the roads safe is a huge priority, and it is 
especially true for this stretch of road which is used daily by many 
new high school drivers from Loyola. But I often wonder if snow 
removal services and road crews are at all aware that they are 

endangering a nearby fragile streambed when they liberally dump 
salts on driveways and roads. Additionally, the salt on Greenwood 
Road tends to move south down the decline, accumulate at the 
speed bumps, then easily washes away to the stream during a 
thaw. According to the Baltimore County Commission on Environ-
mental Quality, “…salt use creates serious environmental prob-
lems, especially on water quality…” 

Salt changes the salinity of the nearby environment and affects 
people, plants, animals and fish. Road salt can raise the amount of 
sodium chloride found in reservoir drinking water. People with el-
evated blood pressure, who are most likely unaware of this change, 
can be quite seriously affected by these increased levels. Trees 
along the roadside can literally be starved for water because the 
excess chloride kills nearby vegetation that helps to retain water 
for them to absorb. There is also evidence that elevated chlo-
ride levels in soils may choke native vegetation and increase the 
propagation rate of invasive species. Obviously all of this harms 
wildlife food sources and habitats. In addition, animal activists 
believe deer can be attracted to the accumulated dehydrated salt 
crystals on roadsides making them more susceptible to car ac-
cidents. 

Thankfully, there are ways to lessen the impact of road salt. 
You may have noticed that on the major highways, such as I-83 
and I-695, the State has taken to salting the roads well before 
a storm. This technique prevents the salt from binding to the 
pavement, which is what occurs when salt is laid during or after a 

Continued on p. 12



by Nancy Worden Horst and Kay McConnell

You’ve heard or read about the benefits of using native plants – 
they help attract pollinators such as native bees and honeybees, 
hummingbirds and butterflies. Also, perennial or woody native 
plants don’t need to be replanted each year if they’ve found a 
happy place in your garden and, once established, native plants 
usually need little maintenance, requiring less water and pesti-
cides. They often have a subtle beauty and three- to four-season 
interest with flowers, fruits, seedpods and colorful autumn foliage 
and/or interesting bark. And, they are faithful markers of our 
changing seasons. 

But how can you find the perfect native plant for your yard – one 
that will thrive in that hot, sunny spot or that damp, dark nook? 

It’s simple, really – come to the Lake Roland Native Plant sale on 
May 13, 2017 (rain date May 14) between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and 
bring your ideas, questions, plans and, perhaps, some photos so 
you are armed with the tools for effective shopping – experts will 
be there to help with advice and encouragement. 

Study your site with a critical eye. Do you have dry sun, dry shade, 
moist sun or moist shade? That’s how the Guilford Garden Club 
and the Lake Roland Nature Council will have the plants displayed. 
Identify the healthiest, happiest plants growing in your garden to 
give clues about the site and inform your new choices. 

Another great way to prepare for your visit is to read some of 
these books, brochures or websites:

n  Bringing Nature Home by Doug Tallamy

n  The Living Landscape by Doug Tallamy and Rick Darke

n  Garden Revolution by Larry Weaner and Thomas Christopher 
(Larry Weaner is a lead consultant on the landscape plan for the 
Lake Roland Nature Center). 

n  The American Woodland Garden by Rick Darke

n  Landscaping with Native Plants from the Maryland Native Plant 
Society 

n  Chesapeake Bay Native Plant Center, www.nativeplantcenter.net
Hope to see you at the Lake Roland Native Plant sale in May!
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Integrating Native Plants Into Your Landscape

Shoppers peruse the vast array of plants at the Lake Roland 
Native Plant Sale  Photo courtesy Elise Butler

Baltimore County Update 
on the Towson Run 
Sewer Project
To accommodate the growth occurring in the Towson area, a 
project is planned that will extend the sewer line from Bosley 
Avenue west on Towsontown Boulevard across Charles Street and 
through our community to connect to the sewer at Lake Roland.  
Planning and design for the Charles Street-Lake Roland portion, 
which will run adjacent to the existing line, is currently underway.  
Baltimore County has applied to the State Highway Administration 
for access permits from Bellona Avenue and Charles Street and 
will build a road for construction vehicles. Once the design phase 
is complete, the County will apply for needed permits and will 
acquire easements. Construction of this portion of the project is 
planned for 2018.



by Lauren Madsen

Accompanying trail ex-
pansions, infrastructure 
improvements and the 
opening of a brand new 
nature center at Lake 
Roland is the instal-
lation of a top team 
of park rangers, each 
with their own area 
of expertise. Meet two 
of the Park’s rangers: 
Elizabeth Kadow, the 
Park’s animal specialist, 
and Joe Markiewicz Jr., 
the resident mainte-
nance whiz. 

Elizabeth, born and 
raised in Glen Arm, 
graduated in 2011 from 
Shepherd University 
in West Virginia with 
a B.S. in Environmental Science. She has worked for Baltimore 
County on and off for the past eight years, including stints at 
Cromwell Valley and Oregon Ridge parks. She joined the ranger 
staff at Lake Roland last September and feels proud to be a part 
of the award-winning green space in our neighborhood. She 
describes her new ranger position as a dream come true. “No day 
is ever the same,” she said. “There isn’t anything better than 
getting paid for doing what you love.”

Elizabeth has always relished being in the outdoors and spends 
her free time mountain biking, skiing, hiking, rock climbing and 
kayaking. At Lake Roland, she is the go-to ranger tending to the 
growing collection of reptiles, amphibians and insects. To help 
learn how to care for the broad collection, she has collaborated 
with the Phoenix Wildlife Center, a local non-profit organization 
dedicated to the rehabilitation and release of native birds, mam-
mals and reptiles. In addition, Elizabeth is working with fellow 
rangers on new exhibits highlighting the nature and history of 
the Park. “We have this wonderful nature center building and are 
working very hard to fill it with educational exhibits,” Elizabeth 
explained. 

Fellow ranger Joe was born in Baltimore, raised in Parkville 
and attended Frostburg State University in western Maryland, 
earning a B.S. degree in Parks and Recreational Management in 
2015. As part of his educational requirements, Joe embarked on 
a seasonal internship at Lake Roland more than two years ago. 
After graduation, Joe was hired as a ranger, focusing on trail 
maintenance, park safety and educational programs. His duties 
range from the mundane – removing snow on the boardwalk in 
the winter and clearing the surplus of trash that accumulates 
during the busy summer months – to assisting with more excit-
ing seasonal programs such as Fishing Fun Day, Earth Day and 
summer campouts. 

Joe, a baseball player 
in college, said he 
is also an “outdoors 
guy” who particularly 
enjoys fishing and 
hiking. “My favorite 
part of the job is 
being able to work 
outdoors and the vari-
ety that comes along 
with that. We have 
new projects with the 
different seasons.” 
Joe particularly likes 
the quiet of winter in 
the Park, when he is 
able to spend more 
time walking the trails 
and completing much-
needed maintenance. 

Both Elizabeth and 
Joe encourage lo-

cal residents to visit the Lake Roland Nature Center, enjoy the 
changing seasons on the trails or pop by just to say hello. 
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Schedule  
a visit today!

The world needs what our children can do.
410.649.3211 • www.friendsbalt.org/admission
A  C O E D  I N D E P E N D E N T  P R E - K- 1 2  S C H O O L

@ FR IENDS
First Look

Come for coffee.
Stay for graduation.

Park Ranger Profiles

Elizabeth Kadow   Photo courtesy Lauren Madsen Joe Markiewicz Jr.   Photo courtesy Lauren Madsen
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The Facts about the RRLRAIA and The Village of Lake Roland
Continued from page 5

a single access point at the signalized intersection of Falls Road 
and Clarkview Road, and a left-turn lane into the development is 
proposed to facilitate traffic flow. 

Potential Environmental and Quality-of-Life 
Improvements
At the present time, storm water from this site is not managed, 
leading to long-standing concerns about run-off into a nearby 
stream that empties into Lake Roland. Vanguard will have to meet 
strict storm water management standards for the entire six acres 
when this site is redeveloped. 

Further, the developer has proposed to construct a parking area 
on adjacent Park property along with a path to connect with the 
Park’s Orange Trail. This will provide safe pedestrian access to the 
west side of Lake Roland by small maintenance vehicles and will 
allow much needed park and trail maintenance. In addition, this 
redevelopment should significantly reduce the heavy commercial 
truck traffic that currently traverses Falls Road to reach both the 
existing mulch processing facility and other industrial activities 
that currently occur on the site. 

The development review phase, as a Baltimore County requirement, 
will address any and all issues related to the impact this project 

could have on traffic, the environment, municipal infrastructure 
ranging from sewer to water supply, among other concerns.  

Concerns Going Forward
A number of residents have contacted us with concerns about the 
impact this redevelopment will have on traffic, storm water and 
the environment, and the visual impact of the proposed residen-
tial building on the Park. We have communicated these concerns 
to both the developer and Councilwoman Almond, and we will 
continue to work with them, our members, and the community as 
a whole as the project proceeds through the development process. 
To that end, there will be more opportunities for both the Asso-
ciation and residents to provide input. These include the concept 
plan conference with Baltimore County agencies, another commu-
nity input meeting, a hearing before a hearing officer, and before 
the Baltimore County Design Review Panel.   

If you are interested in receiving notifications about the com-
munity input meeting and other opportunities for input, please 
send your email address to office@rrlraia.org or call our office at 
410-494-7577.
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A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

1003 Monaghan Court
1003monaghan.HShomes.info

WATERFORD PRESERVE   $1,595,000

111 Castlewood Road
111castlewood.HShomes.info

THE ORCHARDS              $1,050,000

3800 Fenchurch Road
3800fenchurch.HShomes.info

GUILFORD                               $595,000

3908 N. Charles Street #1203
3908charles1203.HShomes.info

THE WARRINGTON     $699,000

2304 Cavesdale Road
2304cavesdale.HShomes.info

CAVES PARK                         $599,000

6821 Newstead Lane
6821newstead.HShomes.info

ROCKLAND RIDGE              $849,900

Michael Yerman
410-979-9790

Brandon Gaines
410-804-9600410-583-0400 | YWGTeam.com

by Courtney Middelton

Unsightly graffiti (although beauty is in the eye of the beholder) 
periodically appears on utility boxes, sound barriers and bridges 
throughout our communities. Once spotted, RRLRAIA coordinates 
graffiti clean-up efforts with the appropriate governmental agen-
cies – Maryland Transit Administration, State Highway Administra-
tion or Baltimore County – or the appropriate utility. These ‘before 

and after’ pictures illustrate some examples of recent graffiti 
removal.

RRLRAIA relies heavily on you, our community members, to tell us 
about graffiti and other instances of property defacement. Please 
email rrlraia@comcast.net with any reports (and photos,  
if possible).

Now You See It – Now You Don’t
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Courtesy Earth, Wood & Fire 

Serves 8

Ingredients:

4 bunches jumbo asparagus (5 stalks per 
person), peeled and root end snapped 
off

1 lb. jumbo lump crabmeat (2 oz. per 
person), picked free of shells

1 lb. Shiitake mushrooms,  
stems removed and thinly sliced

1 lemon, zested

¼ stick butter, unsalted

¼ c. vegetable oil

salt, kosher or sea salt –to taste

black pepper – to taste 

Peel asparagus and blanch for 5 minutes in boiling salted water. 
Shock in iced water. Drain, pat dry, refrigerate.

Sauté mushrooms in vegetable oil until tender. Season with salt 

and pepper. Cool, refrigerate. Steps 
above can be done 3 days in advance.

Light charcoal grill (preferably using 
hardwood charcoal).

In a small pan on stove, add butter, 
crabmeat and mushrooms. Warm on low 
heat and season with lemon zest, salt 
and pepper.

Lightly brush asparagus with oil. Season 
with salt and pepper. 

Grill asparagus. 

Place asparagus on platter.

Spoon crab-mushroom mixture over asparagus and serve.

Wood-Grilled Asparagus with Lump Crab,  
Shiitake Mushrooms and Lemon 

111 S. Calvert St.  |  Suite 1720 
Baltimore, MD 21202   
P 410-347-5559  |  TF 855-347-8309 2015-0655 Exp. 12/31/2018 Member SIPC  

benjaminfedwards.com

Proudly Serving  
Our Clients In  
Baltimore
        ounded in 2008, Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. is a national 
wealth management firm that is committed to client-first  
service and providing the investment advice you deserve. 

Trust. Integrity. Mutual Respect. These are the principles  
that keep us focused on what matters—our clients and their 
financial well-being.

Rick Faby  |  Senior Vice President- Investments and Branch Manager  
Nancy Eshmont, CFP®  |  Managing Director- Investments  
Brian Rubin, CRPC®  |  Financial Consultant  
Jeffrey Weiner  |  Managing Director- Investments

storm. Binding makes the job of clearing the snow much more dif-
ficult and the additional plowing tears up the pavement. Pre-treat-
ment reduces the number of times salt is needed, saves money and 
minimizes abuse of the road surfaces. Some highway crews, includ-
ing those in Maryland, even mix the salt with water to further 
reduce the chloride content. Baltimore County is also aware of the 
environmental issues surrounding over-salting, and has created its 
own program to lessen salt’s impact. Before our first snowfall this 
winter, I was very happy to see the striped evidence of this salt 
minimizing pre-treatment on a road as minor as Greenwood.  

Please take a nice, long walk along your neighborhood stream. It 
is a difficult balance we seek between the aesthetics and health of 
our green spaces and the well-being and safety of those who use 
them. Give thought to how your actions or those of the neighbor-
hood might be affecting the stream environment. There is little 
doubt that we must come together to conquer the environmen-
tal challenges of our precious Chesapeake Bay watershed (see 
Neighborhood NEWS, Fall 2013).The streams present the perfect 
opportunity to think globally and act locally. Get your wellies and 
go enjoy a good wade into your local stream!

To report incidents of water pollution in your local stream, please 
visit: bluewaterbaltimore.tfaforms.net/336773 

Maps can found at:

www.topozone.com/maryland/baltimore-md/stream

Information for this article was obtained from:

www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/ceq/currentprojects.
html#roadsalt

www.roads.maryland.gov/oom/statewide_salt_management_
plan.pdf

www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/what-happens-to-
all-the-salt-we-dump-on-the-roads-180948079

Please Pass (on) the Salt
Continued from page 7

Photo courtesy Earth, Wood & Fire
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Meet the RRLRAIA Events Committee Members!
by Courtney Middelton

Welcome to the first of many introductions 
to the RRLRAIA committees (and their 
members) who comprise your RRLRAIA 
Board. We’re featuring the Events Commit-
tee as our first group, as the Association 
is proud to sponsor many popular neigh-
borhood events throughout the year.

Perhaps you’ve brought boxes of your 
old tax returns to Shredder Day, disposed 
of outdated electronics at our E-Cycling 
Event, were motivated to clean out your 
garage or basement in time to dispose 
of unwanted items at Dumpster Day or 
donated items to Goodwill or The Loading 
Dock. Or maybe you’ve watched your child 
enjoy a visit with Santa at the Holiday 
Party in the Woods, collected interesting 
bits of trash during one of our frequent 
Street & Stream Clean-Up events or 
enjoyed some libations and live music at 
Friday Night Lights. Whether you’ve had 
the opportunity to participate (or not) in 
any of our fantastic events, we want thank 
the committee that works so hard to bring 
them to you!

A listing of events that are sponsored 
by RRLRAIA and organized by the Events 
Committee, chaired by Shannon Putman, 
include:

Street & Stream Clean Ups  
(co-chaired by Carlton Sexton, 
Environmental Chair)

Friday Night Lights

Dumpster and Donation Day

Shredder Day/Electronics E-cycling Event

Annual RRLRAIA Meeting  
(open to all RRLR residents)

Bare Hills Business Happy Hour

Holiday Party in the Woods

Dates for upcoming 2017 events are included in 
this newsletter. We hope to see you at many of 
them – and please take a moment to thank the 
Events Committee members who devote a lot of 
time to plan each one. Also remember that our 
members’ dues fund or defray the costs of these 
events. Kindly consider becoming an Association 
member or renewing your membership if you 
have not already. See you in the neighborhood!

Shannon Putman, Chair
I work part-time in the Johns Hopkins Emergency Room and 
spend the remainder of my time as an ‘unpaid Uber driver’ 
bringing my three sons to all of their activities.

Carlton Sexton, Co-Chair/
Environmental
Just north of the Kelly Avenue 
bridge, I was in the stern of a 
three-person canoe on the Jones 
Falls. I was billed as the expert 
aboard, until I dumped us in the 
rapids. Luckily, the river is only 
knee deep there. The only injury 
was to my pride!

Courtney Middelton
Born in El Salvador and having 
grown up throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, I’m 
proud to have called Baltimore home for over 20 years!

Clark Parriott
In high school, St. Louis Country 
Day School, I was in a Russian 
dancing troupe and performed in 
Busch Stadium at halftime during 
a professional outdoor soccer 
game. (Editor’s Note:  Perhaps 
Clark will reprise his performance 
at Friday Night Lights!)

Joe Derr
My wife, Sharon, and I celebrated 
our 50th wedding anniversary 
last November!

Susan Law
Bridge enthusiast

Shannon Brown
I love walking, running and kaya-
king in and around Lake Roland

Mary McKenna
I enjoy frequent walks on the trails and roads in 
and around Lake Roland

Gina Adams
I love being on the RRLRAIA Board and am partial 
to my morning Starbucks coffee!

Committee members not pictured: Gina Adams, Cynthia Allen, Shannon Brown 
and Mary McKenna.

Shannon Putman

Clark Parriott  

Joe Derr

Carlton Sexton  

Courtney Middelton  

Susan Law
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Properties sold from October 2016 – January 2017

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group of Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage and the Maryland State Department of Assessments  
and Taxation

Address List Price  soLd Price

1610 Alston Road        323,000 

8112 Bellona Avenue        430,000 

8231 Bellona Avenue        370,000 

1300 Berwick Road     1,400,025 

303 Brightwood Club Drive        235,000 

607 Brightwood Club Drive        825,000 

22 Buchanan Road     1,600,000 

6104 Buckingham Manor Drive       368,000        364,000 

8234 Burnley Road       519,900        503,750 

6800 N. Charles Street        492,500 

505 Charles Street Avenue        220,000 

Address List Price  soLd Price

607 Charles Street Avenue       595,000        525,000 

615 Charles Street Avenue       484,800        489,900 

617 Charles Street Avenue        435,000 

629 Charles Street Avenue        300,000 

9 Coldwater Court        482,500 

17 Coldwater Court        315,000 

Darnall Road (lot)        615,000 

1607 Dennis Avenue        412,000 

7 Devon Hill Road, Unit A7       579,000        555,000 

7835 Ellenham Road       749,000        770,025 

6702 Fairford Lane       586,551        614,000 

18 Halston Court       615,000        600,000 

8103 Halton Road        425,000 

2012 Indian Head Road       515,000        515,000 

1505 Jeffers Road       485,000        475,000 

1501 W. Joppa Road        749,000 

1708 Killington Road        490,000 

1008 W. Lake Avenue       599,000        583,000 

1095 W. Lake Avenue       825,000        825,000 

6003 Lakehurst Drive        225,000 

1821 Landrake Road        250,000 

6506 Montrose Avenue     2,850,000 

6420 Pratt Avenue     1,225,000 

3 Railroad Avenue        170,000 

8100 Rider Avenue        241,500 

8113 Rider Avenue       389,900        385,000 

1711 Roland Avenue        290,000 

3 Ruxton Ridge Garth        442,000 

7911 Springway Drive       499,500        482,625 

1611 Templeton Road        377,500 

1206 Trappe Lane       598,900        580,000 

308 West Wind Road        700,000

We provide you and your family  
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE..

from eye glasses, contact lenses, 
and exams  through medical  
eye problems and surgery

...all at one office for over 30 years.

Better  
Vision  
for a 

Brighter 
Tomorrow

Ruxton Towers  
Eye Associates
Ruxton Towers • Suite 104 • 8415 Bellona Lane   
Towson, Maryland 21204 • 410-828-9270 • www.ruxtoneye.com

OPHTHALMOLOGY 

OPTOMETRY 

OPTICIANRY

Come meet 
Dr. Erin Lee, 
our newest 

doctor!
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by Courtney Middelton  
(with excerpts from an original article by Jessica Paffenbarger)

Throughout each week, you probably toss recyclable items into a 
designated bin in your home. When the day comes each week for 
that bin to be picked up, you place it on the curb and know that 
the County will be by to empty it. Have you ever wondered what 
happens after that?  How do the items get sorted (plastic vs 
glass, etc…)? Where does all that material go? Who knows 
what to do with it?

A Neighborhood NEWS article in the Winter 2015-16 
edition chronicled a tour of the Baltimore County 
Resource Recovery Facility (located in Cockeysville) 
by some members of the RRLRAIA Board. The tour 
revealed that the process of sorting, packaging, reject-
ing and preparing the tons of items is very organized and 
meticulous. In fact, it’s quite fascinating! 

The ‘single stream’ recyclables are sorted into like materials 
which are then compressed and machine-tied into large bales and 
prepared for shipping. The pre-sort area is the first step in the 
process. Workers pull out non-recyclable materials as they travel 
past them on conveyer belts – stuff that we recyclers think can be 
recycled but, in fact, cannot be. Rejected items include clam shells 
such as those used to package items such as berries and take-away 

salads, polystyrene containers and plastic bags to name just a few. 
It takes about 35 people to staff the sort line. Many of these work-
ers are part of a work release program from the Baltimore County 
Detention Center in Towson and are paid a small stipend for their 
work. Most of the sorting is done by automated sorting equip-
ment which consists of five inclined rotating star screens (IRSS) 

that separate cardboard and paper, two optical sorters (for #1 
plastics), another IRSS to separate glass, a magnetic belt 
for steel cans and electrical eddy currents for aluminum 
separation. In addition, workers sort various plastics. It 

takes 85 conveyor belts to move the material between 
pieces of equipment, but it only takes a mere three 
minutes for material to pass through the whole sort-
ing system! Finally, the sorted materials are ready to 

be baled by two baling machines. A tip provided by the 
recycling facility tour guide was to replace caps on plastic 

bottles once you have lightly rinsed them. The caps are small 
and are likely to drop out of the sorting system if they are not at-
tached to the bottle.

If you’re interested in taking a tour of the facility, please send an 
email to rrlraia@comcast.net.  We’re happy to organize a guided 
tour if there’s enough interest (minimum attendance must be 10 
people).

Where Do Your Recyclables Go?



by Shannon Putman

It will come as no surprise 
to anyone who patronizes 
the Riderwood post office to 
hear of its staff receiving an 
Award of Excellence from the 
Maryland District post office 
Administration. Well-known 
for providing exceptionally 
friendly and polite service, 
Riderwood staff secured 
16 straight scores of 100% 
from secret shoppers sent 
by the district’s retail and 
marketing division to rate 
their experience. Employ-
ees and offices are ranked 
on efficiency, courtesy and 
consistency in asking cus-
tomers the right questions 
about mailing and insurance 
options. Riderwood scored 
higher than any other post 
office in the district, ranging 

from Frederick to the Eastern 
Shore. For its efforts, the 
Riderwood post office received 
a roving trophy, and is hope-
ful of becoming the perma-
nent winner by the end of the 
fiscal year.

Riderwood post office houses 
post office boxes and pro-
vides mailing services. It 
is not a delivery depot as 
most of the neighborhood 
mail comes through the Loch 
Raven post office. It sells 
packaging materials, stamps, 
envelopes and, most im-
portantly, mailing services. 
Longtime employee David O. 
Dada describes these services 
as follows: “How something 
is mailed depends on the 
amount of money someone 
wants to spend and how 
quickly the item needs to 
arrive at its final destina-
tion. I offer clients options 

such as insurance and requiring a signature at delivery.” Walking 
the customer through the options thoroughly and efficiently is 
critical for the post office to run smoothly and for the client to 
be satisfied with the end result. Additionally, Riderwood is a post 
office box site with three box size options (3” x 5.5”, 5” x 5.5”, 
and 11” x 5.5”) with six- to twelve- month contracts. The benefits 
of receiving mail in a post office box are the security provided and 
guaranteed mail delivery by 8:30 a.m.

Who are these superstars providing such high quality services? 
Ronald Dodson, fondly known as Ron by most customers, is the 
postmaster. Ron’s original career was in human resources with the 
U.S. Air Force, but he joined the post office more than ten years 
ago. He began working in Annapolis and moved to the Rider-
wood post office in 1999 originally as a clerk then as postmaster 
for two years. In 2006, he moved to Sparks as postmaster, then 
Randallstown, followed by a short stint in human resources for 
the Baltimore City post office, finally returning as Riderwood’s 
postmaster in May 2014. In addition to working as postmaster, 
Ron also serves at times as a mystery shopper to other branches 
and coordinates management feedback. His motto is: You must 
listen to improve quality. He cites that his love for the Riderwood 
office stems from the personal feeling of the small space and the 
long-term relationships he has made with customers. Contrary to 
larger post offices where postmasters rarely have an opportunity to 
engage with clients, Ron values his ability to interact with them 
and to advocate for their mailing needs. Ron prides himself on 
getting to know all of the regular customers by name, which was 
apparent many times during our interview as he greeted people 
coming in to check their post office box or to mail items. Ron’s 
smile is infectious and it is clear that being a people person is a 
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EDDIESOFROLANDPARK.COM

OUTSTANDING SERVICE • PERSONAL SHOPPING 
GOURMET TO GO • DELIVERY • CATERING  

From great eats to sweet treats, Eddie’s has a unique selection 

of tastes from the region and beyond. It’s the flavor with flair 

that neighborhood families have savored for generations.

BALTIMORE’S GOURMET GROCER
• SINCE 1944 •

5113 Roland Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21210  

410-323-3656  

Mon-Sat 8-7, Sun 9-6

6213 N. Charles Street 

Baltimore, MD 21212  

410-377-8040

Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-7

KEEPING THE NEIGHBORHOOD DELICIOUS

Getting to Know You – Getting to Know All About You

Postmaster Ronald Dodson  Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
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I Spy…
Isn’t it fun to get to know your neighborhood?  Spot some-
thing – an architectural feature, a planting, a sign, a natu-
ral wonder while walking or driving – that you may not have 
noticed beforehand? Here’s a new section of our newsletter 
that features a picture of just that – an ‘I Spy‘ item. Have 
fun figuring out what/where it is. For the answer, check out 
www.rrlraia.org.

natural talent. Ron reports he learned at a young 
age from his mother “that you catch more bees 
with honey than with vinegar,” and he finds that 
listening kindly diffuses many complicated, mail-
related complaints.

Ron lives in Owings Mills 
with his wife Donna, is the 
proud father of Ron, Jr., 
Deena and Dana and is the 
doting grandfather of four 
grandsons and two grand-
daughters. Ron is a mem-
ber of his own neighbor-
hood association board and 
is involved as an advocate 
at a men’s shelter in West 
Baltimore. Five years ago, 
Ron became pastor at West 
Baltimore United Method-
ist Church in Catonsville 
and, in that capacity has 
become a good friend and 
colleague of Gary Sheffield-
James, pastor at Hunt’s 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church on Old Court Road. 

David O. Dada is another full-time 
employee at Riderwood post office. He 
immigrated from Nigeria six years ago and 
moved to Baltimore three years ago from 
New York City. David, who has worked for 
the post office since May 2014, describes 
himself as the “quiet type,” and enjoys 
“listening more than talking.” He prides 
himself on always doing his best to make 
every customer’s experience a good one 
and providing as much information as 
possible about mailing services. David 
married in June 2016 and welcomed a 
daughter in early February.

The employees at the Riderwood post of-
fice define excellence in customer service 
in their manner, efficiency and personal 
engagement. As Ron states, “It costs us 
nothing to be pleasant,” and our neigh-
borhood reaps the benefit of their com-

mitment to kindness. Next time you enter the post office, be sure 
to greet them by name and congratulate them on a job well done.

NOTE: Another employee at the Riderwood post office was not 
available at the time of our interview.

The customer service 
trophy and accompany-
ing certificate, both dis-
played at the Riderwood 
Post Office.

Photos courtesy Courtney Middelton
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,

Mon - Thurs 11:30 AM - 9 PM
Fri - Sat 11:30AM-10PM
Sunday 12PM-9PM

1407 Clarkview Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21209

410-825-Fire (3473)

www.earthwoodfire.com

Convenience store robberies continue to be a problem in the entire 
Baltimore area; the Royal Farms store on Falls Road is no exception. 
RRLRAIA has been working with the command staff of Baltimore 
County’s Towson Police Precinct and Royal Farms’ management 
to address the disturbingly consistent attempted and successful 
robberies that have taken place at that location over the past few 
years. Within the past year, Royal Farms has upgraded security 
measures at the Falls Road store including the installation of a 
buzz-in system for overnight hours. In light of continued robber-
ies, Royal Farms agreed to our Association’s request to close this 
store overnight. The store will now be closed between the hours of 
midnight and 5 a.m., Sunday through Thursday. It will remain open 
overnight on Fridays and Saturdays. We will continue to monitor 
this situation and work with Royal Farms and the Towson police in 
an attempt to address this situation in our community.

Speaking of crime, please be vigilant about locking all doors: 
house, shed, garage and cars. Capt. Jay Landsman, Commander 
of the Towson Police Precinct, asks us to remind residents to call 
9-1-1 and report anything or anyone suspicious at any hour. Capt. 
Landsman says his police officers would prefer to respond to a call 
and find nothing as opposed to not receiving a call when a call 
would have been helpful. 

Making Our  
Communities Safer

Dues Reminder
If you have already paid your 2017 dues, thank you! If not, 
please send them now along with your directory listing card 
and let us know if you would like to be listed in the Member-
ship Directory which will be updated later this fall. Plus, if 
you provide your email address, you will receive notices about 
upcoming events and other useful information.

Send your check payable to RRLRAIA ($75 – or $140 for two 
years) to

RRLRAIA

P. O. Box 204

Riderwood, MD  21139

Or pay via PayPal at www.rrlraia.org.

Thank you for your support!



19

Local Baltimore Business Offering: 
Custom Landscape Design | Installation  

Patios | Walkways | Walls | Decks
Fences | Shade Structures | Water Features

Ponds | Grading | Drainage
Seasonal Maintenance | Snow Removal

btscapes@msn.com   turnerscapes.com
MHIC# 43768   MDA# 1636

 WM F 

  TURNER LANDSCAPE INC 

         Design & Construction

 
410 472 9333

Woodbrook office: 410 472 9333houzz

Since 1986

 
When: Saturday, April 8, rain or shine

Time: 8:30 a.m. until noon

Where: Riderwood Elementary School

1711 Landrake Road, Towson, MD 21204

Start your spring cleaning at our annual Dumpster Day! Baltimore 
County will again provide RRLRAIA with dumpsters for disposal 
of your bulk trash items. The dumpsters will be located in the 
parking lot nearest to 
the tennis courts at 
Riderwood Elementary 
School. The follow-
ing items will NOT be 
accepted:

• Large stumps or 
wood/logs in 
excess of 8” in 
diameter or 6’ 
long

• Flammable/
hazardous 
materials/liquids, 
paint, pesticides

• Tires or any 
appliances

n A Goodwill truck will accept donations of used clothing, toys, 
furniture (no upholstered furniture) and operational household 
items.

n The Loading 
Dock, a non-profit 
building material 
re-use center, will 
collect useable 
home construction 
items (such as 
lighting fixtures, 
doors, flooring, 
plumbing fixtures, 
cabinets, etc.)  
until noon or 
until the truck is 
full. Check out 
acceptable new 
and used building 
materials at www.
loadingdock.org (click on tab ‘Donate’, then click on tab 
‘Materials Donations’) or call 410-558-3625, ext.17.

n Defenders of Animal Rights (a no-kill animal shelter in 
northern Baltimore County) would love items including dog and 
cat food, treats, collars, leashes, bowls and travel carriers, along 

with clean new or used sheets, blankets and towels. Former 
Board member Anne Rouse has again volunteered to collect the 
donations and deliver them to the shelter.

n Planet Aid will return for the third year. Planet Aid is a non-
profit organization 
that supports 
sustainable 
development in 
impoverished 
communities around 
the world and will 
accept clothing 
in any condition, 
so drop off your 
unwanted clothes 
and shoes, even if 
they are torn or have 
stains. They will not 
end up in a landfill!

To volunteer for this 
event, please contact 
our office at 410-
494-7757 or office@

rrlraia.org. Volunteers should bring a pair of work gloves.

Dumpster Day 2017

Jason DeGraw (L) from Planet Aid with 
RRLRAIA neighbor Sarah Sarubin and for-
mer Board members Anne Rouse and Kelley 
Keener  Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

Myron Morman from Goodwill (on truck) with 
Board members Gina Adams, Clark Parriott 
and resident Barbara Stricklin 
Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

Former Board member Anne Rouse with dona-
tions for Defenders of Animal Rights   
Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton
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by John Baer

We live in picturesque neighbor-
hoods that offer urban appeal with a 
country feel. Many efforts are made 
by neighbors and community associa-
tions to maintain lawns, walkways, 
sidewalks and green spaces – which 
is where this friendly reminder comes 
into play. Many of us have dogs who 
like exercise and taking a much-
needed walk (in a lot of our cases, 
multiple walks) around the neighbor-
hood. Outdoor escapades are good 
for both pet and owner, especially on 
nice days. 

It has come to our attention that 
some pet owners have not been very 
diligent in picking up and disposing 
of their dog’s waste during jaunts 
throughout our Association’s commu-
nities. In fact, there seem to be more 
and more instances of dog waste in 
prominent spots – including private 

property and, believe it 
or not, the middle of the 
street! While not only dis-
respectful, these instances 
can lead to the spread 
of diseases and a lot of 
unhappy fellow dog walk-
ers who may happen to 
unknowingly step in that 
pile of ignored waste. 

Along with common 
courtesy and being a good 
neighbor, there actually 
are Baltimore County laws 
that dictate the removal of 

pet waste, walking pets on leashes, noise levels and 
other related topics. Oh, and one more thing – please 
don’t drop your pet’s waste in trash cans other than 
your own.

For complete information on Baltimore County animal 
laws, please visit www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
Agencies/health/animalservices/animallaws.html

Walking the Dogs

Weaver and Mallet Middelton enjoying an  
afternoon walk   Photo courtesy Hadley Middelton

Don’t make someone else 
scoop for you!



21

RRLRAIA Dumpster (and Donations) Day – Saturday, April 8

Time:  8:30 a.m. – noon

Location:  Riderwood Elementary School

For more details, see p. 19

Towson Gardens Day – Thursday, May 4

Time:  10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Location:  Towson Courthouse Plaza on Pennsylvania, Baltimore 
and Washington Avenues 

Enjoy wonderful summertime foods including pit beef, ethnic 
delights, cheese steaks and more; purchase flowers, plants, unique 
crafts and jewelry; and enjoy a variety of entertainment.

Towsontown Spring Festival – Saturday, May 6, and Sunday, May 7

Time:  Saturday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Sunday 1 – 6 p.m.

Location:  Downtown Towson from York Road to Bosley Avenue and 
Susquehanna Avenue to Allegheny Avenue. 

Enjoy carnival food, rides and games, 500+ vendors, live music 
on four performance stages, antique classic cars, beer gardens 
and much more. For more information, please visit www.towson-
townspringfestival.com or call 410-825-1144.

RRLRAIA Street Clean-up – Saturday, May 13

Time:  8 – 10 a.m.

Location:  Old Court Road and Falls Road

Native Plant Sale – Saturday, May 13 (rain date May 14)

Time:  9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Location:  Across from the Lake Roland Nature Center.  For details, 
see article on p. 8

Feet on the Street – Beginning Friday, May 20

Time:  6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Location:  Allegheny Avenue near the traffic circle

Towson’s Friday night block parties – food from local restaurants, 
children’s activities and live music.  For a list of bands, visit www.
towsonchamber.com (band list updated in late April).

Friday Night Lights – Friday, June 2

Time:  5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Locations:  Graul’s parking lot

A neighborhood street party to kick off summer. Join neighbors 
and friends for burgers and beverages. Details on p. 4.

Towson 4th of July Parade – Tuesday, July 4

Time:  10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Location: Parade route includes the block around Bosley, Allegheny 
and Washington Avenues.

Bring your friends and family and enjoy parade floats, antique 
cars, costume characters, bands and more.

For more information about the Parade, please visit www.towson-
parade.com or call 410-825-1144.

Volunteers are needed for Gardens Days and the 4th of July Parade.  
Contact Nancy Hafford at the Towson Chamber of Commerce now 
if you would like to help. For more information on these events, 
please visit www.towsonchamber.com or call 410-825-1144.

Towson’s Farmers Markets 

Thursdays, June 8 through November 16

Time:  10:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Location:  Allegheny Avenue between Washington Avenue and York 
Road (June 8 – October 26)

Location:  Old Courthouse, 400 Washington Avenue  
(November 2 – 16)

Over 25 local farmers and businesses offer their locally grown veg-
etables, flowers, spices, meats, crafts, homemade food and more.

Upcoming Events
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surface, uninterrupted by sandbars, trees, 
and bushy growth that has now transformed 
its northern bounds into a sluggish rivulet. 
Around that time, the community voted 
down an option to dredge the sludge. Mean-
while, wildlife photographer Robert Wirth 
documented the lake’s gradual transforma-
tion, slowly colonized by cattail stands 
and eventually becoming thick mudflats. 
In those days, people were becoming more 
cognizant of nature’s benefits and our com-
munity became supportive of the ecosys-
tem’s wild growth and trees that provided 
new habitats for birds and other creatures. 

During those years, Ruxton’s largest an-
nual toad migration centered on a vernal 
pond along the lake’s northwestern bounds, 
although once that filled in towards the 
1980s, the toads’ metaphoric disco ball 
moved to the lake’s central and eastern-
most edge, along what once was the deepest 
water of its northern branch. In 1972, 
Hurricane Agnes started filling in these 
ponds, so most of those toads resettled to 

neighborhoods east of Bellona Avenue. 
Their migration was mostly unhindered 
for the next two decades until Light 
Rail construction blocked a longstanding 
access point to the lake. By 1999, this 
population was far smaller than at any 
other time in memory and seemed to be 
at risk for decimation or annihilation. 

Why You Should Care
It’s said that adult toads eat 25 
mosquitos every night – that’s a lot 
of ‘skeeters to combat insect-borne 
disease (sans chemicals to harm the 
ecosystem).

Our aim is simple: to save as many 
toads as possible during their migra-
tion since they, their eggs and tadpoles 
serve as a veritable smorgasbord to 
migrating Canada geese, local herons, 
ducks, turtles, fish and the like. The 
equation is simple: decimate our toad 
population and the region’s delicate 

The American toad is probably the most commonly 
seen amphibian in our area. It can frequent lawns and 
gardens and is often seen crossing roads. American 
toads are large, growing up to 41/2 inches long. These 
toads vary in color but are usually brown, brick-red or 
olive-colored. All of them have warts (paratoid glands) 
with a pattern of lighter colors on their bodies, as well 
as brown spots. American toads have lungs to breathe 
out of water but, like all amphibians, they need to keep 
their skin moist. These toads can live up to 30 years.   
Photo courtesy Lisa Lewenz

Continued on p. 23

Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry
Continued from page 1
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Recap of a Successful November 2016  
Street & Stream Clean…  
On a November morning that began with sunshine and a light frost, 
we had 16 volunteers clean our streets and streams, collecting 21 
bags of trash and a tire, thanks to volunteer Hadley Middelton. Five 
Board members and Hadley cleaned our Falls Road and Old Court 
Adopt-A-Road commitments. A group from the Sheppard Pratt Retreat 
in Ruxton, six Boys’ Latin School freshmen and two faculty members 
bushwhacked and waded along the stream at Coppermine Terrace and 
along Roland Run north of the Royal Farms and along Slaughterhouse 
Run and the Sheppard Pratt branch of Towson Run. 

Of special note, an arrangement of shiny party balloons snagged in 
Roland Run at Essex Farm Road was retrieved by J. T. from Boys’ Latin 
– in full waders!

Left to right: Jennifer Streeter, Michael Scandora, Walker Campbell, JT Morton, 

CW Smith, Jack Erwin and Mac McDonald   Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry
Continued from page 22

ecosystem will suffer. Meanwhile, it’s likely that several of our tiny 
grub-eating pals may live in your garden, eliminating the need for 
pesticides. 

What You Can Do
During March, April and early May nights when it’s rainy or 58 
degrees or warmer, after dusk PLEASE avoid traveling on Bel-
lona Avenue along the lake (between Rolandvue Road and Charles 
Street). If you’re heading to Charles Street, why not detour and use 
Boyce or Malvern Avenues? 

The solution is easy: no traffic means no squashed toads. 

Conservation-minded communities throughout the USA and Europe 
close their roads during migrations, yet how great if you’ll vol-
untarily detour and encourage friends to do the same – our team 
volunteers would prefer spending March to May doing anything 
but saving wayward toads!

You are welcome to join us as a volunteer or to help finance an-
nual out-of-pocket expenses for equipment and supplies. Please 
don’t just show up unannounced, as we need to share safety tips 
first before your arrival. I’m delighted to announce that 2017 
marks Ruxton’s 19th Annual Project Toad Ferry and hope you’ll 
help eliminate all traffic hazards so these critters can follow na-
ture’s call without human assistance.

Want to join us? Please email ProjectToadFerry@gmail.
com with your name and mobile, and we’ll let you know 
more, or see our wish-list: www.amazon.com/gp/registry/
wishlist/2TEQJ3YQBPWQY/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
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