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Choosing the Wood Where Two Roads Diverged
by Barbara Guarnieri

It is always a pleasure to meet a person who has
taken the road less traveled and been better for it.
On a visit to the workshop of RRLRAIA Board member Thomas Brown,
photographer Nettie Washburn and I
were quickly aware that we were in
the presence of such a person.

eager to learn. “Never say never and always find
a way to rise to the challenge” became a working
mantra for him. He especially enjoyed the viola work
because it was a physical expression of two of his
passions, music and
history.

The instrument business at last folded, and
Tom eventually abanThe sign over the door to his busidoned academia and
ness was beautifully flourished in
found employment as
vintage script suggesting from the
a shaper operator with
start that this was no ordinary enterKnipp & Co. Founded
prise. His large workshop lies below
during the boom years
ground in a 1905 stone commercial
after the Civil War, this
icehouse in Remington – a cool
architectural millwork
respite on a warm day. At the rear of
firm was famous among
the shop floor we find Thomas’ small
other things for making
office, chock-a-block full of sketches,
woodwork for the Liberty
tools, wooden forms, drawing tables,
Thomas holds the globus cruciger he crafted
ships during WWII and
in 2015 for Archbishop Lori to present to Pope
books, awards, photos and a guitar –
for fabricating millwork
all thinly veiled in sawdust. Given the Francis. Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
for the major overhaul
unique title and signage outside, we were expecting
of
the
White
House
in
the
1950s.
This job opened a
to encounter a high-born Dickensian character but
world
of
opportunities
and
contacts
for Tom which he
instead we were met by a teddy-bearish, easy-going
has
fervently
nurtured
ever
since.
man eager to talk with us. Only later would we realize that his casual nature masked a very learned, if
unconventional, intellect.

When I asked how he got started in his career, he
recalled his ten-year-old self having an epiphany
during a trip to Williamsburg. For the first time, he
appreciated that everything not consciously and
carefully preserved can be lost to history. Henceforth
he was hooked on discovering the past – culture,
society, politics, literature, everything. Not surprisingly, Thomas Jefferson, America’s Renaissance man,
became his youthful hero. Like Jefferson, he wanted
to learn something about everything so he could
then preserve what was best or invent what was
needed. But this made for a restless mind. Indeed, he
confessed to having started but not completed seven
college majors at different universities. He ended up
on a different road to fulfillment.
Before trying college he had answered an ad stating “Man wanted to work with wood.” Jim Cox, a
local craftsman, hired him to help make Renaissance
stringed instruments such as the lute and the viola
da gamba, ancestors of today’s violins and cellos.
Thomas knew very little about woodworking but was

By 1991, ready to start his own business, he
launched Thomas Brown Woodwright LLC from his
in-laws’ garage – a risky move since he had no
business training whatsoever. He confessed with a
wink to having borrowed the term woodwright from
a longstanding PBS show. The word isn’t found in
a dictionary, but he felt it gave the business a sort
of archival gravitas. At first working alone, within
the year he had hired his first employees and began
receiving major commissions, the biggest of which
came from Hollywood! He was hired to craft all of the
White House millwork (doors, window sashes and the
like) for the sets of the 1993 movie The Pelican Brief,
then being filmed in Baltimore. His shop worked from
copies of the original Benjamin Latrobe blueprints.
Continued on p. 22
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President’s Letter
Dear Neighbors,
This has been a very busy year that featured
many successful events throughout our communities.
Friday Night Lights, an annual
event held each spring at Graul’s
Market, was a wonderful success.
It was well-attended with live
music by Teachers for Sale. Sarapeutics Massage and Wellness,
one of our Patrons from Bare
Hills, donated massage chair
services. A few merchants including More Than Fine Framing and
Charles Cleaners donated items
to be raffled at the Foundation’s GRAFfle. The
RRLRAIA-sponsored Dumpster Day event in
April was also a crowd pleaser. Look for recaps
of these events in this issue of Neighborhood
NEWS. Many fun pictures are included! We’re
proud of our area street/stream clean-up
efforts and encourage you to participate in
these much-needed, well-organized events.
Our 2017 efforts are illustrated in this issue
– take a look and see how you can help maintain the beauty of our neighborhoods. Bare
Hills hosted an inaugural Passport Shopping
Event in June. This was terrific exposure for
new businesses and patrons had a chance to
see firsthand the renaissance that is happening in Bare Hills today.
Lake Roland continues to thrive with new
educational programs and increased public
attendance. Rebuilding of an historic stone
bridge and updated trail maintenance has
made this jewel of our community even better. The tremendous investment in the park,
both in terms of financial and volunteer
hours, is not lost on the Board. We take very
seriously any property development in proximity to Lake Roland Park.
Many zoning issues have come before the
Board. Most recently, in response to a
request submitted by members, we called a
Special Membership Meeting of the membership in July, the first in our Board members’
memory. The subject of the Special Meeting concerned the Village of Lake Roland, a
mixed-use project proposed for the current
Hollins mulch processing site on Falls Road.
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An overview of the meeting and its results is
provided in this newsletter. Another zoning issue of note is the Royal Farms Store at
the corner of Thorton and West Joppa Roads.
The Royal Farms Store will see significant
improvements including new lighting and
landscaping, additional parking and better access. These
improvements will take place in
the coming months.
On a personal note, this will be
my last President’s letter. Since
my family and I are relocating
to Florida, I cannot serve a
second term as President. After
25 years in this community, we
feel blessed to have been able
to experience this wonderful
neighborhood environment,
truly a very special part of Baltimore.
I leave knowing that our volunteer Board
is comprised of very dedicated, intelligent
members who devote countless hours to a
cause they deeply care about and do so willingly. I would like to thank the Executive
Committee and the Board for their wonderful
support. Last but not least, the true unsung
hero of our Association is our Executive Director, Peggy Squitieri. Peggy serves part-time
while often putting in full time hours. Her
grace and extensive knowledge of Baltimore
County workings allows her to accomplish an
astonishing amount of work on your behalf as
residents of the Ruxton, Riderwood and Lake
Roland communities.
Speaking of talented Board members, I hope
to see you at our Annual Membership Meeting
on Wednesday, September 27, at The Church
of the Good Shepherd at which Board member
Thomas Brown, featured in this newsletter, will inform and educate our members on
restoring and replacing historically significant
architectural elements of older homes.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as
President of our Association this past year.
Sincerely,
Clark Parriott

Newsletter Committee:
Courtney Middelton,
Chair and Editor
Laura Shmerler, Advertising
John Baer
Barbara Guarnieri

Nancy Horst
Lauren Madsen
Shannon Putman
Rachel Seba
Nettie Washburn

Graphic Production:
DesignConcept.com
Printing: 		
MtRoyalPrinting.com

Village of Lake Roland
Special Membership Meeting – A Recap
Thank you to all of our members for your engagement before and
during the Special Meeting of the Membership on Wednesday, July
12, which was convened at the request of several of our members
to vote on two issues concerning the proposed redevelopment of
6241-6247 Falls Road. We especially thank the many members who
placed their trust and support with the Board. Although we are all
volunteers, we take our duty to serve you and the community
very seriously.

What was the Special Meeting about and what
was the outcome?
In accordance with the Association’s bylaws and upon the request
of 30 or more members, a Special Meeting of the Membership was
held on July 12 to provide an opportunity for every dues paying
member to vote on the following motions requested by those who
called for the Special Meeting:
1. “Action: To oppose the Village of Lake Roland development in
its current form and to urge RRLRAIA to reject the Modification
Request in its current form.”
Outcome: The membership provided an overwhelming majority
of proxies to the Board to vote against this action allowing the
Board to take the action it deems appropriate.
2. “To consider, discuss and take a vote on the following bylaw
amendment (subject to amendment or modification at the
special meeting):
“Neither the Board nor the Executive Committee nor any officer of
the Association may enter into any contract or agreement (which
binds the Association) regarding or involving a zoning change or
proposed development with or involving a third party, unless or
until the issue has been first presented to the membership of the
Association for formal action at a regular or special meeting of the
membership with full and proper notice of the substance of the
issue. No agreement or contract regarding or involving a zoning
change or proposed development which bind the Association shall
be made or executed unless the majority of the membership present (in person or by proxy) at a meeting properly called (and with
a quorum present) affirmatively votes in favor of any such zoning
change or development issue and authorized the Board or the
Executive Committee or an officer to enter into/execute any such
agreement.”
Outcome: The Board is exercising its proxy votes to defeat the
issue so that the proposed bylaw amendment is not open for
consideration indefinitely.
By a count of 504 to 305, the membership of the RRLRAIA voted,
in person and through proxy votes, to support the Board in its efforts to promote the best interests of the community.
In light of the Special Meeting vote, the RRLRAIA has executed
the Amended Restrictive Covenant Agreement that locks in several
additional restrictions to the proposed development, beyond those
secured through the original RCA (please visit www.rrlraia.org
for full details of the original and amended agreements). These
additional restrictions were based on feedback from the February

Community Input Meeting, from Save Lake Roland supporters and
from the overall community.
As the project proceeds through the Baltimore County Development Review Process, it may be necessary to further modify the
RCA to conform to the needs and requirements of Baltimore
County. Should further modifications be necessary, we will keep
you apprised of the process through emails and our website.
At the special meeting, many of you shared your concerns about
the proposed development and its potential impact on Lake
Roland, your homes close to the project and the businesses you
frequent along Falls Road that are adjacent to the project.
To date, the Association’s role has been exclusively focused on
zoning and restricting uses of the property. It has not taken a position on the project because the developer has not yet initiated
the County Development Review Process to gain approval. The first
step in this process is the filing of a concept plan. The project
will evolve from a concept plan to a full development plan. As key
information mandated by the review process becomes available,
the Association will assess it and work to ensure that concerns
and opinions of all residents are conveyed to the County and to
Vanguard Development.
We want to reiterate that there will be more opportunities for the
community to provide input through the County’s development
process and design review process. In addition, the developer will
be required by this process to hold one or more community input
meetings regarding the project. We encourage you to get involved.
We all treasure our community, in particular Lake Roland, as
reflected in our efforts in the rehabilitation of the Park in past
years. The Association will continue to work with the developer
and Baltimore County and provide input as the project goes
through the development review process. To that end, the Association is committed to sharing all comments provided to it regarding
this development with Baltimore County and with the developer.

Shredder/E-Cycling Event
Date to be announced
Check www.rrlraia.org
for updates
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Fantastic Friday Night Lights!
Board member John Baer with twin daughters Emily and Rachel.

by Courtney Middelton

The disappointment of last year’s Friday Night Lights cancellation (thanks, Mother Nature) was but a distant memory on Friday,
June 2, as many neighbors gathered for an evening of camaraderie, food, festivities and fun. Held in the Graul’s parking lot, the
annual event is co-sponsored by Graul’s and RRLRAIA and, while
meant to provide a reason for community members to gather for

some enjoyment, it is
also a very important
effort to raise money for
cancer research.

Mac Barrett won an RRLRAIA annual membership at the event.

This year’s event featured
Teachers for Sale, a band
comprised of Gilman and
St. Paul’s educators who
moonlight as rock stars.
Their set list featured
songs from all decades and
provided entertainment
for everyone throughout
the beautiful evening.
Neighbors enjoyed grilled
burgers and other edibles
along with an assortment
of beer, wine and Southsides for the libationoriented.

John Pope enjoys a balloon char
acter.

A balloon artist kept the
little ones entertained by
constructing intricate designs and Bare Hills-based Sarapeutic
Massage Therapy offered complimentary massages for adults who
sought a much-needed break.
The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF) sponsored a table that
featured some fascinating maps of the RRLR area throughout the
years including topographical renderings and where-things-are today information. Perhaps the Foundation’s most popular draw was
the ‘GRAFle,’ through which attendees purchased tickets and won
coveted items such as a year-long membership to RRLRAIA (worth
$75), beautiful hanging baskets full of colorful blooms, a beautiful frame donated by More Than Fine Framing and gift certificates
from Charles Cleaners. GRAF t-shirts were given those who made a
donation to GRAF.
Thank you to everyone who joined us that evening and for all of
the volunteers, including Graul’s employees and RRLRAIA Events
Committee members, for their hard work before, during and after
the event. We hope to see you at next year’s Friday Night Lights!
Photos courtesy Courtney Middelton
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Chloe, Paul, Sandy, Courtney and Sophie Murray having a fun time.

Tom McCord poses with Cecile and Rinse
Brink, winners of a lovely hanging plant.

Teachers for Sale performs on a beautiful evening.

Events Committee members toast to
another successful Friday Night Lights.
Julie, Meredith and
Freddy Mills are all
smiles.

Sara Rossio, of
Bare Hills-based
Sarapeutic Massage
and Wellness,
provides relief to a
Board member.

855-372-5392
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Ruxton, Riderwood and Lake Roland Neighborhoods
A Photo Recap of Summer

Photos courtesy Courtney Middelton

Right: Early morning on the
first day of summer.

Above:
Historic marker flanked by
sunflowers.

Right:
Hydrangeas
in full bloom.

BE GREEN. SAVE GREEN.
ALL WITH A GREENER LAWN.

Fourth of July decor.

www.prolawnplus.com
443.579.5900

Fall is a great time
to start a lawn
program. Call us or
go online today for
a free lawn analysis
and price quote.

Mark Schlossberg
President

Above: A taste of Tropicool.
Right: An abundance of
tomatoes at Misty Valley on
Ruxton Road.
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Explore Nature Quest at Baltimore County Parks
Find trail markers at Lake Roland (Towson/
Mt. Washington), Oregon Ridge Nature Center
(Cockeysville), Benjamin Banneker Historical
Park (Catonsville), Cromwell Valley Nature Center
(Parkville), Marshy Point Nature Park (Chase),
Honeygo Regional Park (Perry Hall), the Center
for Agriculture and Farm Park (Hunt Valley), Red
Run Stream Valley Park (Owings Mills) and Fort
Howard Park (North Point).

by Nancy Worden Horst

Imagine an adventure with family and friends but
no long car trips or endless lines to contend with.
As the cooler weather of autumn arrives, why not
get outside and explore some of Baltimore County’s
13 parks by participating in Nature Quest? This fun
exploration-oriented activity is offered at County
parks from Towson to Catonsville to Cockeysville to
North Point and Perry Hall.
Start your County-wide scavenger hunt by
picking up a Nature Quest Passport at one of the participating parks, your local Wegmans grocery store or online (visit
www.lakeroland.org/naturequest to print your booklet).
Take your passport, a pencil or
crayon, and head out on the
trails. Record your progress
by making a rubbing of the trail marker located on each of the
16 trails in the booklet. If you already have a booklet, you can
print this year’s new trail maps by visiting the website. Prizes
are awarded after accumulating rubbings from at least five trails
located in various participating parks.

Nature Quest is an ongoing activity, but questers
who complete at least five trails gain free entry to that year’s
Nature Quest Fest (there is a $5.00 charge for questers who have
not completed five trails).
Questers who complete nine
or more trails will be entered
into drawings for great prizes
at Nature Quest Fest!
This year’s Nature Quest Fest
is Sunday, October 22, from noon to 2:00 p.m. at Lake Roland.
Nature Quest Fest features live animals, canoeing, archery, face
painting, dam tours, raffles and more. Hope to see you there!

A k-12 college preparatory independent school
educating boys in mind, body, and spirit.

Learn more!
Visit gilman.edu/fallvisiting

5407 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21210
410.323.3800
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Hello, Mr. Fox
by Dottie Dowling

Hello! Allow me to introduce myself. I am your neighbor, the red
fox, but you will never meet me
while shopping at Graul’s! I am a
wild animal that forages for my
food in the woods. I eat insects,
birds, mice, snakes, rabbits, nuts,
berries and fruit. I will not eat
you! In fact, I’d like to take this
opportunity to debunk many of
the myths associated with my
life and habits.

Relaxing foxes

Baby foxes

Photo courtesy Dottie Dowling

Let me begin with the belief that I will attack. As a general rule,
I do not like humans, a dislike I have acquired through the ages.
I have been running for my dear life from fox hunters for a very
long time. Also I learned to fear being trapped for my lovely fur
coat. For these reasons I have a long and abiding distrust of adult
humans. I also avoid children and have no interest in household

invite you to the Second Annual HOMECOMING

COMMUNITY PICNIC
SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER

11:00AM–1:00PM

17

th

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1401 Carrollton Avenue
Ruxton, MD 21204
Lunch provided by

MISSION

BBQ

For more information

CALL 410.823.0122
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SNOW DOMES

RUXTONES!
community

FOR KIDS!

Live
music
from

&

FRESH
BITES

THE

FUN ACTIVITIES

As to the second fear, very
few red foxes like me carry the
rabies virus. Once we are infected, we are felled by pain and die
within days. The Department of Natural Resources reports that
less than 5% of the fox population in Maryland is infected at
any one time.

Photo courtesy Dottie Dowling

It seems there are three things that you fear most about me, none
of which are true. One is that I will attack you, your family or your
pets. A second is that I will give you rabies or other diseases and
the third is that I like to kill for the sport of it.

FOOD! MUSIC! FUN!

pets. They both frighten me!
Some of you might beg to differ
– on very rare occasions I may
have cornered your small pet
outside. This is not my normal
behavior and would only happen if my natural food supply is
diminished.

The Center for Disease Control in Atlanta states that very few
people in the United States become infected with rabies anymore.
Furthermore, most victims are bitten by rabid bats, not foxes.
I also want to assure you that rarely would I be the source of
a mange infection for your pets. If I am afflicted by mange, I
generally retreat to my den and die within three to four months
(it could take longer if my infections and immune system affect me less quickly. All foxes are different!). This skin parasite
which causes me to rub off all my fur and bite myself often leads
to infections that make me too weak to care about food. If you
leave food outside for your pets, I might in my weakened state
be tempted to steal that rather than have to hunt. I might drop
parasites or their eggs near the food that could infect your pet.
Furthermore, if I am infected with rabies, I could contaminate the
pet food with my saliva and infect your pet. I strongly recommend
that you feed your pets inside. While veterinarians can and do
supply ivermectin to combat fox mange, administering the drug
through food drops should only be done by DNR officials. Call 877620-8DNR for information.
Thirdly, I have already told you of what my diet consists. I do
not kill for anything but dinner. Most zoologists agree that I kill
what I need and take uneaten kill off to a safe place for a future
meal. Sometimes I am interrupted during a hunt and will leave the
remaining carnage to run for cover. This may lead you to believe
that I kill for pleasure. But I do not. I am primarily a nocturnal
animal who stalks my prey for dinner around twilight. In fact,
most of my waking hours are at night. That is why you might hear
me ‘screaming’ outside your window some nights. I am communicating with my fellow foxes – perhaps even with a foxy lady or
two! I assure you, the noises do not mean I am stalking your pets.
Although my habitat has changed as development has diminished
my hunting grounds, I manage quite well on my own. For the
reasons stated above, you should not feed me. The Department
of Natural Resources recommends that you avoid contact with all
wild animals. If you encounter a fox in your yard, use negative
reinforcement to scare him away. Loud noises and bright lights will
negatively condition the fox to avoid your yard. Keep your quick
brown dog jumping safely by letting the lazy fox live happily ever
after on the wild side!
Note: Portions of this article have previously been published in past issues of Neighborhood NEWS.

The Willow
of shade for their driveway. Planting the cuttings
of a curly willow directly in moist soil will yield
new trees for uses on other areas of your property. Typically full grown in as few as five years,
the fact that these trees grow quickly is another
big advantage.

by Gay Wagner

A tragedy occurred in our neighborhood in early June (well, a tragedy in
my mind). The majestic willow tree that
stood so tall along the stream in our
neighbors’ yard, the one whose graceful
swaying branches I’ve admired for years,
fell down. The brown leaves littered the
yard where it remained in its horizontal
resting place. It led me on a quest to
see how many other willow trees I could
find on my routine walks throughout our
neighborhood.
While I did find several other willow
trees, mostly near the many streams and
underground waterways that are so common here, my favorite is my neighbors’
curly willow that sits along their driveway. The curly willow, also known as
the corkscrew willow (Salix matsudana
tortuosa), named after Japanese botanist Sadahisa Matsuda, is recognized for
its unique twisted and contorted branch
formations, hence the name corkscrew.

This particular tree is an antique, at over 15
years old. Most curly willows do not have a long
life span, closer to 10 years. They thrive in full
sun or partial shade and tend to have fairly shallow root systems, so avoid planting near driveways, sidewalks or patios. The short life span is
due in part to their susceptibility to pests and
breakage. Aphids, gypsy moths and beetles can
quickly cause disease in these trees. Clipping
dead branches, annual trimming and, if needed,
pesticides can help prevent these diseases.

A majestic willow.

Photos courtesy Gay Wagner

Often used for decorative landscaping, the curly willow grows
to a maximum height of 25 to 35 feet. These trees grow well in
zones 4 to 8, and Maryland falls mostly in zones 5 to 7. They
are easy to propagate, as the one pictured was purchased by the
owners for $1 at a craft show and now offers a beautiful canopy

Next time you find that spot in your yard that
could use a little attention, plant a show stopper that will provide beauty all year long. Ask a
neighbor who has a curly willow if you can take a
clipping. You will have a landscape conversation
piece that everyone will admire.

Come for coffee.
Stay for graduation.

MACFARLANE & BOND ASSOCIATES
Family Office and Business Services

James Macfarlane
410-771-8555

Harry Bond
410-868-2664

www.mbaconcierge.com

First Look

@ FRIENDS

Tuesday, Oct. 3
Wednesday, Oct. 25
Wednesday, Nov. 15
Thursday, Dec. 7
9 to 11 am

The world needs what our children can do.
410.649.3211 • www.friendsbalt.org/admission
A C O E D I N D E P E N D E N T P R E - K- 1 2 S C H O O L
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Invasive Vines
by Sam Santarelli
Greater Ruxton Area Foundation board member

A big part of
what makes
Ruxton Ruxton
is its gorgeous
canopy. The
trees that
constitute this
canopy provide
us with shade
and privacy.
They dampen
the sounds
from I-83 and
I-695. They
Live vines overtake a tree.
serve as a
Photo courtesy Dan Middelton
home to native
birds. To some
people, they are sacred. Our trees and their respective canopy are
truly beautiful. But they are at risk from a stealthy threat.
If you aren’t looking for this threat, it’s hard to see. Once you
see it, you will realize that it is everywhere. Or it should be said
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that they are everywhere. Vines. Ever-present, invasive vines that
are both native and introduced. They have innocuous and even
redolent sounding
names like English ivy and Virginia creeper. But
make no mistake,
they are choking
our trees and, if
left unchecked,
these vines will
kill them. And not
just one tree here
and there – entire
stands of trees.
As you drive
along Bellona Av- Vines die off once they have been cut.
Photo courtesy Dan Middelton
enue you will see
them at work. But
you will also see that there is a battle being fought against them,
and we need your help in fighting it.
Take a walk around your property – there is a very good chance
that you will find these vines creeping up your trees. When you

find them (and you will find them), take action. First check for
poison ivy. Wearing gloves, use a set of pruning shears, or maybe
even a hatchet, to separate the vine from the trunk. Next, pull the
vine off the tree as much as you can and cut a one-foot segment
from the vine. Then, pull the bottom segment of the vine from the
tree until it reaches the ground. Finally, try and pull the vine out
by the root. If you can’t, cut the remaining vine as close to the
ground as possible.
By doing this, you are helping to save one of Ruxton’s most valuable assets. It sounds hyperbolic, but if we don’t take collective
action, the stakes are catastrophic. Anyone who has had to have
a tree removed knows how expensive it is. But, more importantly,
once these trees are gone, they’re gone. As the victims of these
vines are being cut down across Ruxton, new trees aren’t being
planted in their place. Eventually huge swaths of Ruxton will be
barren and Ruxton will look like just another suburban neighborhood.
Again, as you drive along Bellona Avenue, just imagine if all of
those trees were gone. It’s just you and the light rail tracks. We
can’t let this happen. Please help us fight this battle! Contact
GRAF via their website,
www.ruxtonfoundation.org.

Michael Yerman
410-979-9790

Isn’t it fun to get to know
your neighborhood? Spot
something – an architectural feature, a planting,
a sign, a natural wonder
– while walking or driving
that you may not have
noticed beforehand? Have
fun figuring out what/
where the pictured statue
is located.
For the answer, check out
www.rrlraia.org.

Brandon Gaines
410-804-9600

410-583-0400 | YWGTeam.com

GREENSPRING VALLEY $1,445,000

2920 Woodvalley Drive
2920woodvalley.HShomes.info

ROCKLAND RIDGE

I Spy…

$819,000

6717 Newstead Lane
6717newstead.HShomes.info

GREENSPRING VALLEY

$1,275,000

313 Chattolanee Hill Road
313chattolanee.HShomes.info

THE WARRINGTON

$595,000

3908 N. Charles Street #1203
3908charles1203.HShomes.info

POPLAR HILL

$925,000

1107 Bryn Mawr Road
1107brynmawr.HShomes.info

NORTH ROLAND PARK

$539,900

703 W. Lake Avenue
703wlake.HShomes.info

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Beet-Cured Salmon
Topping Options

Courtesy of Locavore Catering · Baltimore

A healthy and fun twist on smoked salmon – an old favorite you
can find an excuse to eat any time of the day. This recipe uses
end-of-summer beets and herbs found locally with sustainable
seafood to create a beautiful dish you’ll first eat with your eyes!

bunch fresh tarragon, finely chopped
prepared beet horseradish, drained
crème fraîche or cream cheese

This is a make-ahead recipe

capers and lemon wedges

Ingredients

Instructions

2 lb. wild salmon fillet,
skin on, deboned

In a food processor, whiz together the beets and lemon zest into a
smooth paste. Add a bit of water if needed to blend. Transfer the
beet mixture to a small bowl and stir in the rock salt, sugar and
gin.

Beet Cure
2 large red beets, peeled and
quartered

Place the salmon in a large Ziploc freezer bag. Pour the beet mixture into the bag. Move the mixture around so it covers the entire
surface area of the fish. Carefully squeeze all the air out of the bag
and seal. Place in a flat dish in case of drips. Refrigerate for 24
hours.

2 lemons, zested
6 Tbsp. coarse kosher salt
(rock salt)
2 Tbsp. brown cane sugar
(demerara)

fresh dill, finely chopped

Photo courtesy Tara (Lalley) Tarighi

¼ cup gin or vodka

Proudly Serving
Our Clients In
Baltimore
ounded in 2008, Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. is a national
wealth management firm that is committed to client-first
service and providing the investment advice you deserve.
Trust. Integrity. Mutual Respect. These are the principles
that keep us focused on what matters—our clients and their
financial well-being.
Rick Faby | Senior Vice President- Investments and Branch Manager
Nancy Eshmont, CFP® | Managing Director- Investments
Brian Rubin, CRPC® | Financial Consultant
Jeffrey Weiner | Managing Director- Investments

Remove the salmon from the bag and gently rinse off any remaining cure. Dry with a paper towel.
Your cured salmon is now ready to enjoy. With a sharp knife thinly
slice the fish leaving the skin behind and serve it atop some brown
bread, with bagels and cream cheese or on a kettle chip topped
with crème fraiche, tarragon and lemon zest like we do at Locavore
Catering.
Paul & Tara (Lalley) Tarighi
BmoreLocavore@gmail.com · 410·790·2413

Lake Roland Nature Council
and Guilford Garden Club
Fall Native Plant Sale
Saturday, September 16
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Lake Roland Nature Center
Rain or shine
Checks, cash and credit cards accepted

111 S. Calvert St. | Suite 1720
Baltimore, MD 21202
P 410-347-5559 | TF 855-347-8309
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benjaminfedwards.com

2015-0655 Exp. 12/31/2018 Member SIPC

The main entrance to Lake Roland is located at
1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore MD 21210. There
is also additional convenient parking and easy
access from the Falls Road light rail station
via the boardwalk.

Newsletter/Website Committee Spotlight
The Newsletter/Website Committee of the RRLRAIA
is a vibrant group of neighbors who bring you this
very newsletter! In addition to brainstorming each
of the articles, this committee researches and writes
each article, takes and finds photos to enhance the
newsletter and oversees the layout and printing of
each seasonal edition. This committee also manages
the Association’s website (www.rrlraia.org) keeping
it current with updates about what’s happening in
the neighborhood and Lake Roland. Look for updates
in the newsletter and the
website about events like
Friday Night Lights, Street
and Stream cleanups,
Holiday in the Woods, community meetings, Native
Plant Sales, Dumpster Days
and more. The committee
members include:

Barbara Guarnieri

Lauren Madsen

Barbara Guarnieri: “I had
always been told that I am
100% Irish (my engagement to an Italian met with
a toast at the event to the
last of the clan’s purity!)
but a recent DNA analysis
revealed that I am 96%
Irish, 2% Viking and 2%
Anglo-Saxon. Kind of makes
me wonder what the stories
are behind the ladies of the
other 4%!”
Lauren Madsen: “I am fluent in Danish. I love reading sci-fi, and I also sing
in an all-women’s chorus
called the Larks, along with
several other Ruxtonites.”

Shannon Putman: “My best day ever includes a long workout at the Towson YMCA,
a walk with friends, shopping at Graul’s and
dinner with my husband and three sons.”
Rachel Seba:
“When it snows,
we build a sledShannon Putman
ding park in our
yard complete with a luge and beginner and
advanced sledding runs.”

Laura Shmerler: “I
coach the RPCS golf
team and I enjoy
walking my seven pound dog, Rosie, in
the neighborhood.”

Rachel Seba

Laura Shmerler

John Baer

John Baer: “Being a 25-year-resident of
Ruxton, I enjoy serving on the Board and its
sponsored activities. With our twin daughters
in the last year of college, we recently had
an addition to the family – an 18-month-old,
full-of-energy Corgi.

Nancy Worden Horst: “I was the first female
reporter at the Associated Press’
Baltimore Bureau.”

Courtney Middelton (chair
and editor): “This May I
celebrated my 20th wedding anniversary.”
Nancy Worden Horst

Nettie
Washburn
“I hiked the Bernese
Oberland Traverse
with my family in
Switzerland this summer.
It was an
incredible experience!”
(Not pictured)

Courtney Middelton
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Properties sold from January – July 2017
Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group of Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage and the Maryland State Department of Assessments
and Taxation

Address

List Price		Sold

price

8213 Alston Road

300,000

280,000

6003 Altamont Place

268,500

268,500

6015 Altamont Place

369,000

340,000

7819 Ballston Road

379,900

365,000

7 Barrow Court		

430,000

7530 Bellona Avenue

435,000

410,000

6112 Buckingham Manor Drive

419,000

415,000

8233 Burley Road

435,000

426,000

1,325,000

1,325,000

7121 Charles Spring Way

599,900

600,000

516 Charles Street Avenue

485,000

472,000

611 Charles Street Avenue

583,900

560,000

640 Charles Street Avenue

799,000

760,000

1200 Carrollton Avenue

We provide you and your family
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE..
from eye glasses, contact lenses,
and exams through medical
eye problems and surgery

Better
Vision
for a
Brighter
Tomorrow

...all at one office for over 30 years.

Ruxton Towers
Eye Associates

OPHTHALMOLOGY
OPTOMETRY
OPTICIANRY

Ruxton Towers • Suite 104 • 8415 Bellona Lane
Towson, Maryland 21204 • 410-828-9270 • www.ruxtoneye.com
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Address

List Price		Sold

1708 Circle Road

1,395,000

1,370,000

1866 Circle Road

1,974,839

1,974,800

17 Coldwater Court

499,000

500,000

6711 Fairford Lane

674,434

682,500

804 Hillstead Drive

1,775,000

1,680,000

1203 Hollins Lane

899,000

860,000

1400 Jeffers Road

339,900

330,000

1403 Jeffers Road

269,000

260,000

1515 Jeffers Road

425,000

420,000

1016 W. Joppa Road

534,900

525,000

price

1108 W. Joppa Road		

309,750

1629 W. Joppa Road

470,000

479,000

1705 W. Joppa Road		

180,000

1815 W. Joppa Road

245,000

245,000

1401 LaBelle Avenue

949,500

955,000

24 Lacosta Court

289,900

290,000

1202 W. Lake Avenue

243,600

243,600

1217 W. Lake Avenue

299,900

301,000

1836 Landrake Road

469,900

460,000

826 Loyola Drive

354,500

354,900

800 Malvern Avenue

785,000

713,000

1410 Malvern Avenue

875,000

800,000

1406 Maywood Avenue

819,500

790,000

612 Meadowridge Road

695,000

685,000

6004 Overlook Place		

615,000

545 Piccadilly Road

600,000

600,000

4 Railroad Avenue

275,000

275,000

400 Range Road

550,000

550,000

8100 Rider Avenue

415,000

408,000

1207 Robin Hood Circle

394,500

695,000

1711 Roland Avenue		

275,134

1010 Rolandvue Road

675,000

645,000

8221 Ruxton Crossing Court

269,900

260,000

7914 Sherwood Avenue

669,000

675,000

2019 Skyline Road

725,000

750,000

301 South Wind Road

815,000

815,000

409 Terrace Way

374,900

360,000

1709 Thornton Ridge Road

749,000

750,000

1404 Walnut Avenue

315,000

305,000

1003 West Wind Court

475,000

425,000

Annual Membership Meeting
Wednesday, September 27 at 7 p.m.
The Church of the Good Shepherd
1401 Carrollton Avenue
Thomas Brown, master woodwright, will be this year’s speaker and will
discuss restoring and replacing historically significant architectural elements
of older homes.
His business is capable of providing hand-crafted wooden doors, windows,
mouldings, entry surrounds and mantels, among other distinctive and decorative wooden components. Mr. Brown can match design elements already
present but in need of refurbishment or can craft original elements to bring
character and beauty to a newer home.
Thomas is well-qualified to answer questions about renovations and home
maintenance. In particular, he is happy to discuss repairing and replacing
double hung sash windows, a common problem in older homes, as well as
repairing and replacing exterior doors. To make this meeting as informative
as possible, please send your areas of interest or specific questions for Mr.
Brown to rrlraia@comcast.net.

Thomas Brown working in his shop.
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
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Solar Power in the Neighborhood
decided that, “purchasing solar
panels would, in the long run,
save us more than putting that
money toward our mortgage.
Moreover, with southern
exposure and full sunlight with
little obstruction from trees,
and a roof that was well-suited
to hold 24 panels, we thought
it was a good decision. As a
teacher, I like the thought of
Riderwood Elementary School
children being able to see a
house with solar right in their
front yard!”

by Rachel Seba

Driving around the Riderwood,
Ruxton or Lake Roland areas, you
may notice a new trend: solar
panels on the roofs of houses.
More homeowners are learning
how they can directly benefit from
renewable energy and are taking
steps to make it happen. One such
neighbor is Owen Daly.
The Daly family, Owen, his wife
Kim, and their three children
Keira, Owen and Sienna, moved
to Riderwood three years ago and
haven’t looked back. A family of
educators, Owen at Gilman School
and Kim at Calvert School, the
Dalys were looking to make a wellresearched, long-term decision
about managing expenses for their
new house.

The Daly home featuring solar panels.

Owen said that when he and his
wife bought their house, they

Working with Solar Gaines,
a Baltimore-based company,
the Dalys were able to install
the solar panels in about two
Photo courtesy Owen Daly
weeks, which Owen describes
as “not a painful process at
all!” The company secured
all of the necessary building
permits, installed the panels
and helped the Dalys with the tax credits, rebates and setting up
an exchange for the family to receive payment for the power they
generate. The decision seems to be paying off too – literally – as
the Dalys have cut their electrical bill in half and receive monthly
payments from Solar Renewable Energy Certificates (SRECs).

KEEPING THE NEIGHBORHOOD DELICIOUS
From great eats to sweet treats, Eddie’s has a unique selection
of tastes from the region and beyond. It’s the flavor with flair
that neighborhood families have savored for generations.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE • PERSONAL SHOPPING
GOURMET TO GO • DELIVERY • CATERING
5113 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-323-3656
Mon-Sat 8-7, Sun 9-6

6213 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21212
410-377-8040
Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-7

BALTIMORE’S GOURMET GROCER
• SINCE 1944 •
E D DI E S O F R O L A N DPA R K .C O M

16

The solar panel ‘control booth.’

Photo courtesy Owen Daly

Hans Wittich, another Ruxton neighbor and President of Solar
Gaines, says most people, including the Dalys, choose to install
solar panels for a combination of economic, environmental and
independence reasons. Wittich says the economic argument is
all about the math to see what the payback period is, usually
between four and seven years. Environmentally speaking, many

homeowners are eager to support renewable energy, and the idea
of some independence from the utility company can be a meaningful driver.
Wittich says, “As an industry there is an amount of complexity
around tax benefits and incentives, and some companies in the
past have made it sound more difficult than it really is, but there
are basically three incentives for homeowners looking for a residential installation.” These incentives include:
Tax Credits: Homeowners are allowed to take a dollar-for-dollar
credit against the taxes they owe for up to 30% of the total
project cost.
State-Funded Rebate: The state of Maryland offers $1,000 for
each residential solar panel installation. This is a flat fee
available to all who install solar panels.
Solar Renewable Energy Certificates: Modeled after the carbon

GRAF Update
The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation
recently completed its 11th project
which is located at the corner of
Bellona Avenue and Rolandvue Road.
New plantings of pygmy barberries,
miniature spirea and Black-eyed Susans
now dot the landscape. Special thanks
to the Compton family for installing
the new
fence
on the
corner!

trading concept, the state of Maryland passed legislation
requiring the state to generate 22-25% of its energy from
renewable sources by 2022. In order to meet their obligations
under this law, utility companies can either generate renewable
power themselves or purchase it. This creates a market in
which homeowners can sell the renewable energy they create
from their solar panels to utility companies. This energy is sold
through exchanges using SRECs with homeowners receiving
payment for the energy they generate from their rooftop solar
panels. It may sound complex, but a reputable solar company
will set up the SRECs and the exchange for the homeowner.
So how expensive is it to install solar panels on your house? The
cost has dramatically declined in the past seven to ten years, and
is now about 30% of what it was in 2009. According to Wittich,
“One way of thinking about the cost of a solar panel installation is
that it is comparably priced to a bathroom overhaul. Both projects
cost about the same and increase the value of your house, but the
solar panels will save you money on your electrical bill and generate money from SRECs.”
Also, solar panels are truly worth considering as an investment
with a 25-year warranty and the ability to generate power long
after the initial warranty period. For such an environmentally
friendly source of power, it’s a long-term investment that has
many upsides.

of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Homesale Realty

Commitment to Outstanding Service

The fence upon completion.

Photo courtesy John Lalley

ElisE BrEnnan
RUXTON RESIDENT REALTOR
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
410-404-7246 CELL | 410-583-0400 OFFICE
elisebrennan@homesale.com
YWGTeam.com

New plantings dot the landscape.
Photo courtesy John Lalley

An Independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
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Dumpster Day
by Shannon Putman

Who doesn’t love the satisfied feeling of cleaning out a cluttered or crowded space? Most
of you do value spring cleaning as demonstrated by the turnout at the annual RRLRAIA
Dumpster Day on April 8, 2017. Families came by the car-full (many with repeated trips)
to Riderwood Elementary School to divest of their collected trash and donated goods. By
the end of the day, five large dumpsters were hauled away, filled with broken items, rotting
wood and general debris. Even better than the items that ended up at the County landfill
were the items donated to charity. Goodwill filled a large truck with furniture, toys and
household items; Loading Dock filled a truck with building supplies, including paint, tile,
A resident brings an unwanted couch.
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton
architectural elements and lights;
Planet Aid filled a truck with clothing and fabric items; and Anne
Rouse and Board member Mike
Muldowney filled a truck with pet
supplies and food for Defenders of
Animal Rights. Dumpster Day has
often been our best-supported annual event and thanks to our many
volunteers helping unload cars, it
was another smooth and seamless
day! RRLRAIA looks forward to seeing neighbors next year at Dumpster Day 2018!
Sky Woodward, Kim Studeman and Amy Gaag
l - r, Board member Shannon Putman and residents Brian
enjoy hula hoops that were headed to the
Goodwill truck. Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton

Rogers, Art Arthur, Katie Poe, Ehren Gaag and Sky Woodward
pose with an incoming dumpster. Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton

Mon - Thurs 11:30 AM - 9 PM
Fri - Sat 11:30AM-10PM
Sunday 12PM-9PM

,

www.earthwoodﬁre.com
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1407 Clarkview Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21209
410-825-Fire (3473)

March 2017 Street and Stream Clean
by Carlton Sexton

Record Volunteer Attendance!
On a balmy day at the end of March, 27
volunteers collected 30 bags of trash from
neighborhood roads and streams. The
ranks were swelled by 12 members of the
Hunt’s Memorial United Methodist Church
youth group led by Kelly Heubeck. Further
cleanup was provided by our loyal supporters from the Sheppard Pratt Ruxton House
facility staff and residents led by Melissa
Flanders.
We donned our waders and got out our nets
to give a spring cleaning to our sections of
the Jones Falls including Roland Run and
Towson Run.
Hunt’s Memorial UMC Youth Group members: Igor, Nathan, David, Cal, Kelly, Lizzie, Meredith, Kate,
Brooks, Allyson, Andrew, Reese, Eric and Sara. Photo courtesy Carlton Sexton

Spring Cleaning
on Circle Road
by Diana White

On the morning of Saturday, March 25, friends and neighbors on
Circle Road gathered for their second annual stream clean-up. As
many as 20 volunteers, ages 2-82, brought their enthusiasm and
energy to help pick up the trash and debris that had collected in
the wetlands near the stream by the bridge. Armed with everything from gloves and trash bags to chain saws and a John Deere
tractor, the crew collected piles of trash, logs, dead trees and invasive vines that the County later hauled away. It took four large
dump trucks to remove the collected debris. This was a great way
for our community and Project Clean Stream to come together and
make a positive impact on the neighborhood. Thanks to all who
came out to help. We look forward to doing it again next year!

WM F

TURNER LANDSCAPE

INC

Design & Construction

410 472 9333
Local Baltimore Business Offering:
Custom Landscape Design | Installation
Patios | Walkways | Walls | Decks
Fences | Shade Structures | Water Features
Ponds | Grading | Drainage
Seasonal Maintenance | Snow Removal

Save the Dates!
Since 1986

Saturday, September 16: Street Clean
Saturday, November 4:
Street and Stream Clean

btscapes@msn.com
MHIC# 43768

houzz

turnerscapes.com
MDA# 1636
Woodbrook office: 410 472 9333
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Lake Roland’s Historic Carriage Road Bridge Repaired
by Nancy Worden Horst

The stone, arched bridge that once carried horses and buggies
from Lake Side Drive and East Carriage Road up to the grand
homes on Woodbrook Lane has been restored to its former structural grandeur.
The circa 1862 bridge had been deteriorating from age, hydraulic
heave and water damage, neglect and
vandalism. It crosses the streamlet that
emanates from Cochran’s Pond, once
part of the Woodbrook estate and now
on the Elkridge Club golf course.
Two years ago, a Lake Roland Nature
Council (LRNC) board member approached Baltimore County about the
condition of the bridge. Given that the
beautifully-crafted structure is specifically mentioned in the 1992 National
Register of Historic Places nomination,
it was important that the job be done
according to both engineering and
historic standards.
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Downstream view of the bridge.
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz

Downstream view from bridge toward the lake.
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz

At the direction of Baltimore County Executive
Kevin Kamenetz’s administration, the County

Property Management Division
managed the project. The restoration plan, which included
engineering and site design, site
inspection and surveys, was put
together in the spring of 2016. The
actual staging and mobilization
occurred in March of this year and
the project was completed in
early August.
Brawner Builders was the general
contractor and M.G. Fulton Services was the primary site excavator/
grader. Stonemasons from Stegman
Stone Masonry performed the exBridge façade being repointed.
acting work of restoring the bridge, Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz
repointing the stone knee walls
and shaping stones to replace the
ones that were missing. Machado
Construction Co., Inc. installed the concrete curbing necessary to
manage storm water from future storms.
LRNC advocated for and supported the project and provided equipment and volunteers for some of the heavy lifting. This effort
included removing sections of trees that had
fallen into the stream
and lodged against
the bridge and the
recovery of the original
capstones and facia,
several of which had
washed hundreds of
feet down the stream,
possibly by storms such
as Agnes.

View of completed bridge restoration.
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz

will be fabricating period-correct metal staples to replicate the
original staples that once held the capstones in place.
Mr. Budnitz opined that “The project has been a joy to work on,
the contractor and the County have done a phenomenal job, and
the bridge [can] be enjoyed for generations to come as it has
been since it was built. Once you lose a structure like this, you
can never replace it.” Our community is forever grateful for Baltimore County’s support of projects such as these.

The Nature Council provided a skid loader with
Excavation contractor installing erosion
control spill way for storm water.
its logging grapple
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz
and a 15,000-pound
hydraulic winch. According to Jeffrey Budnitz, the winch was used to recover the
capstones and tree sections from the stream. When either a tree
section or a capstone was recovered, the grapple moved each
around the site.
Both recovery efforts
required significant
manual labor from
freeing the stones
to placing a cable
snare around each
stone before it could
be dragged up the
steep hills. Declan
Budnitz proved to be
quite handy for this
job and he deserves
many kudos. In addition, a blacksmith

Station wagon traversing the bridge in 1957.
Photo courtesy Baltimore Sun Archives

21

Choosing the Wood Where Two Roads Diverged
Continued from page 1

vered to find a solution – often an unconvenNot surprisingly given Thomas’ broad
tional one. One of them involved a massive
interests, he has long been part of
20 foot diameter cove moulding in mahogany.
the local theater scene, especially
Stumped about how to bevel the back of the
Shakespeare plays. In fact he’d been so
huge pieces, he recalled that creating ships’
smitten by the Bard’s masterpieces that
hulls has similar challenges, so he arranged to
he has been creating unique new editions of the plays, preserving original
borrow an articulating band saw from a shipspellings and fonts where possible, but
wright in Fells Point. The finished product is a
in the form of electronic files which can
tour de force in wood and garnered a preservabe edited and used as working scripts
tion award.
for performance. This he calls the “FearObviously, a devotion to history informs all
lesse Folio” and makes it available to
of his work. He voraciously collects antique
companies of players anywhere in the
The shop’s facade. Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
tools, machinery, books, magazines and other
world. Tom melded this interest with his
information resources. These often convey a
woodworking passion when he designed and built the Elizabethan
forgotten method of construction or yield a better understanding
stage at St. Mary’s on Roland Avenue with his friend and swordsof the context for a reproduction piece. His ultimate dream is to
manship mentor Lewis Shaw.
own a workshop that would have nothing on the floor manufacThomas has a clear working philosophy. The business concentrates on fabrication – the design and construction of wooden
architectural elements; he leaves installation and finishing to
others. In addition, he never wants to tell a customer he cannot
make what is requested; he is clearly energized by the challenge
of making things his shop has never made before. He admitted to
being daunted by several colossal challenges but always perse-

tured after 1929 – the year he feels denotes the end of the era of
pride and honesty in craftsmanship and the beginning of the road
toward mass production bereft of the human hand, where profitability trumps excellence. (He really should be sporting spats and
a curly waxed mustache!)
Though it is clear he loves working with his hands, Thomas rarely
executes the work personally these days. His three employees –

If we signed our work, Baltimore
might look like this from the air!
If you need exterior remodeling or a new roof over your
head there are two qualities to look for in a company to do
the job. Workmanship and Stability.
In an age when it may be corny to preach work ethics,
Fick Bros. Is on the pulpit every working day. Preaching
pride in workmanship. Respect for customers and their
property. Delivering jobs as promised. Using materials
from national manufacturers warranted for up to 50 years.
As a fourth generation company we’ve been doing just this
for over 100 years. Our list of satisfied customers reads
like a Who’s Who of Baltimore.
And we do more than just roofing.
We are experts in masonry, carpentry, siding, windows &
doors. We’ll install a slate roof in Homeland, an asphalt
shingle roof home in Timonium, wood shingle siding in
Ruxton, a new custom wood door in Stoneleigh, or rebuild
a stone or brick chimney in Roland Park.
With a workforce of over 40 employees, using state-of-the
-art equipment and technology, you’ll know that the job is
being done right by a company that really cares about it’s
craft. A fully insured company (MHIC #1256). A member of
all the construction’s industries important national and
local associations. We are a local, family owned company
that takes pride in every job we do.

410-889-5525
22

www.fickbros.com

Jared (foreman), Mike (craftsman) and Brendon (apprentice) – do
most of the physical work. Thomas is the thinker, the designer, the
draftsman, the teacher and the quirky personality to whom customers are drawn. Indeed many a famous customer has been drawn
to his expertise. His shop has produced works for customers such
as Euro Disney, Harvard University, Gracie Mansion, Winterthur,
the Naval Academy, Homewood, The National Cathedral, Hampton
Mansion, the Constellation, Carroll Mansion, the Patterson Mansion
(which was once the acting White House when 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue was being renovated) and many more. Their pilasters and
porticoes, scrollwork and brackets,
shutters and porch railings, front
doors and window casings, mantels
and panels grace the exteriors
and interiors of homes, buildings,
ships, airplanes, automobiles,
organ cases and even restored
streetcars!
The photographs of the completed
works are largely in elegant and
lush settings so I ask whether a
home like mine could benefit from
the skills of a woodwright. Thomas
is immediately honest – the
Brendon Choi hard at work.
expense is probably not justified
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
unless I was seeking something
period-specific or was of an unusual non-standard size. But if you
own an historic home or one with wooden trims and decorative
elements that are no longer available, he’s the man to see. He’d
be especially pleased if you own a Victorian home of the Eastlake
variety – his favorite architectural style – named after the designs
of Charles Eastlake whose compositional artistry is quite complex.

plank back through the machine
to demonstrate how a curved 1/8”
thin piece of wood can made by
skill alone. In seconds, with no
guiding marks, no hesitation of
the saw, no fear of imperfections,
he held up an accurately-cut
piece. This was a master at work
and we were captivated by his
magic. In fact, Nettie and I can
both state, without hesitation, we
were captivated by the man.
Thomas had earlier stated that
patience and desire are all that
Globus cruciger.
a young person needs to become
Photo courtesy Nettie Washburn
a good woodwright. But for this
woodwright that is simply not true. He has long been on a protean
journey of discovery and no doubt still is. We are fortunate that
he chose to take the road less traveled so long ago and now his
considerable knowledge and boundless energy power the genius
behind the creation of a specialty woodshop in Baltimore. And
that has made all the difference.
For more information or to contact Thomas Brown Woodwright LLC
please visit www.thomasbrownwoodwright.com.
Note: Thomas Brown will be the keynote speaker at our Annual
Membership Meeting on Wednesday, September 27. Please contact
our office and let us know if there are specific topics you would
like him to address.

When asked what his favorite commission had been, Thomas had
no hesitation – a globus cruciger. He crafted the globus cruciger
(a gift that Archbishop Lori would give to Pope Francis during
an audience in 2015) from the roots of Maryland’s Liberty Tree, a
600-year-old tree in Annapolis that had served as a meeting place
for early Colonial revolutionaries. The huge tulip poplar was felled
by Hurricane Floyd in 1999 but the roots were salvaged and some
were given to descendants of the Carroll family. Thomas decided
to compliment the Liberty Tree remnants with his own preciously
reserved wood pieces from the Wye Oak, another 600-year-old
tree from the Eastern Shore that was fatally struck by lightning in
2002. From the Liberty Tree wood he crafted the globus cruciger,
or orb and cross, a symbol of Papal authority and in this case of
Maryland’s early heritage of religious tolerance. From the Wye Oak
wood he made simple wooden bases. He made several copies but
only three orbs were gilt and consecrated at the Basilica. One was
presented to Pope Francis, one went to Prince Charles and the
other was installed in the reconstructed version of the first Catholic church in America, St. Mary’s City Chapel in southern Maryland.
It is no wonder he loved this project, for he had literally held
history in his hands.
Before we departed, Thomas took us on a tour of the shop floor, a
setting that could easily be scenery for Oliver Twist. Harking back
to his youthful commitment to save historically virtuous things,
he is most proud that he owns 15 working vintage machines, some
of which date back to the Civil War era! He proudly showed us
how one antique band saw (ca. 1926) worked. In mere seconds he
scalloped a 3’ x 1-½” thick plank and then ran the same scalloped
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