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Our Architectural Heritage – Eclectic Houses
Installment 3 of 3
symmetrical
hipped roof with a
conspicuous front
entry, sometimes
called the Prairie
Box or American
Foursquare (see
Photos 1, 3 and
5); a symmetrical
hipped roof with
an inconspicuous front entry;
an asymmetrical
hipped roof and
the lesser-known
gabled roof.

by Patrick Jarosinski

In the last two issues of
NeighborhoodNEWS, I
discussed the architectural
styles of the Eclectic design
period dating from 18801940, following the main architectural categories listed
in “A Field Guide to American Houses” by Virginia &
Lee McAlester. To recap, in
Installment 1 of Eclectic
Houses, I discussed houses
with Colonial Revival,
Neoclassical, Tudor, Chateauesque, Beaux Arts and
French Eclectic influences.
In Installment 2, I discussed
Photo 1
the Italian Renaissance,
Mission, Spanish Eclectic,
Monterey and Pueblo Revival
influences. I will now discuss the last of the Eclectic houses – the Prairie, Craftsman, Modernistic and
International styles.

Typically, onestory wings were
incorporated, such

The principal subtypes of the Prairie style are: a
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Key identifying features of the Prairie style, circa
1900-1920, include low-pitched hipped roofs (all
sides slope downwards to the walls, usually with a
gentle slope) and deep eaves (or roof overhangs) as
seen in Photo 1, and houses that are typically two
stories with one story wings and having an overall
form emphasizing horizontal lines of the façade (see
Photo 2).
The Prairie style is one of the few architectural
styles developed in America, notably in Chicago
by a consortium of architects known as the Prairie
School. One architect you may recognize is the famed
Frank Lloyd Wright. Mr. Wright focused his attention
mostly on residential architecture and is followed by
numerous other architects. The houses were primarily
located in the Midwest, but also sprinkled throughout
the country through the use of pattern books. A pattern book is similar to the current-day use of internet
search engines such as Pinterest, Houzz or Southern
Living Home. In our Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
communities there are several houses in this style in
the Ruxton Heights and Ruxton Hills neighborhoods.
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Photo 2

as a porch or carport, subordinate to the primary
mass of the structure, as seen in Photo 2. Hipped
dormers (see Photos 1, 3 and 5) and single-story
front porches with massive square porch supports
(see Photo 1) are distinguishing factors of the Prairie
style.
Design techniques employed by architects to define
the horizontal lines of the façade included the use of
rows of casement windows (Photos 2, 3, 4 and 5) or
Continued on page 8
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President’s Letter
Dear Neighbors,
It is hard to believe that fall is
here and, with the change in
weather, some changes to the
RRLRAIA Board. I am honored
to serve as President for the upcoming year with the support of
a dedicated and talented group
of Board members. I am also
fortunate to succeed Tom Brown
who served as President for the
past year. Tom’s commitment and
vision kept our Board motivated
and the Association financially stable. We
all owe Tom a large debt of gratitude and
appreciation for his continued service on the
Board.
As an apolitical, non-partisan community
organization, we strive to meet the needs of
our members and address community concerns
including traffic, zoning and any others that
come to our attention. To that end, please
do not hesitate to contact our office at (410)

494-7757 or rrlraia@comcast.net with any
concerns you may have.
The Association sponsors a number of events
and activities during the year. See page 5 for
a recap of some that we hope you
were able to enjoy. In the coming
months we hope you can join us
for our Street & Stream Clean and
the ever-popular Holiday Party
in the Woods (page 5 also has
details for these).
Please let us know if you have
an idea for another event or how
we can improve our existing
activities.
The success of the Association
depends on the support of its members. I encourage you to renew your membership when
asked and encourage your neighbors to join
the Association. We are always looking for
talented members to join our Committees and
Board so if you are interested, please reach
out to a Board member or our office.
Best wishes for an enjoyable fall.
Ward
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A Message from Greater Ruxton Area Foundation
Dear Fellow Community Members,
As part of our mission to beautify Ruxton, Greater
Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF) recently completed its
12th project in partnership with the Ruxton Pharmacy. What was once a bed full of weeds between the
pharmacy and M&T Bank on Bellona Avenue is now
filled with crape myrtles, drift roses and nandinas! A
special thank you to Tom Parrish and Stephen Talbott
for partnering and contributing to this effort.
In early July, GRAF met with John Davis, a Board
Certified Master Arborist with Bartlett Tree Experts, to
check on a majestic white oak tree that has stood guard on what
is now Bellona Avenue for over 350 years (the tree is on Bellona
Avenue across from historic St. John’s Church). The owners of the
property on which the tree resides have done an excellent job of
maintaining the tree for over ten years now, and John confirmed
its good condition.
Despite the tree’s health,
Mother Nature intervened
later that month and took
down two of its larger limbs
during a storm. This unfortunate event illustrates how
important it is to maintain
our trees, as even healthy
trees can be impacted by
severe weather events. Your
odds of experiencing tree
damage during a strong
bout of weather go up
dramatically if trees on your
property are not properly
cared for through regular
pruning and thinning.

We will kick
off our annual
GRAF fundraising drive
this fall and
on behalf of
our board,
we sincerely
thank you for
your continued support.

The bare space between the bank and pharmacy
Photo courtesy Dan Middelton

Please visit our
website, ruxtonfoundation.org and ‘Like’ us on
Facebook to learn more
about our organization
and see what we’re doing
to maintain our beautiful
community.
Sincerely,
Dan Middelton, GRAF
President
The new plantings

Photo courtesy Dan Middelton

Majestic white oak tree
Photo courtesy Dan Middelton

One of the top causes of
deteriorating tree health is persistent vine growth. John from
Bartlett stated, “Trees and vines have a troubled relationship.
Some vines climb up your tree trunks and add color and interest. But vines on trees can cause structural problems as the extra
weight breaks branches. Other vines shade out the tree’s foliage.”
John recommends cutting and removing the vines several feet
from the bottom of the trees on which they grow in order to stop
them from causing damage.
On to another less ‘green’ topic – you may have noticed an
increase in the amount of litter in our communities and on our
streets. Because of this increase, GRAF adopted (through the Baltimore County Adopt-a-Road Program) a section of Bellona Avenue
from Joppa Road to Rolandvue Road and members of our board
spend weekend mornings picking up litter and other debris from
that area. Sadly, we average close to one large bag of trash each
week for just that portion of Bellona Avenue.
I encourage you to pick up trash whenever you’re out for a walk in
the community. Every bit of help counts and leads to a healthier
environment and a more attractive neighborhood.
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Annual Meeting
Andrea Van Arsdale, Director
of Baltimore County Department of Planning. Andrea
addressed the history and
parameters of planning in Baltimore County and specifically
expanded on Towson-area
plans for development and
preservation. She also encouraged community members to
become actively engaged in
the updates of Community
Plan 2010.

The RRLRAIA Annual Membership Meeting took place at
Church of the Good Shepherd
on September 25 and was
preceded by a well-attended
informal ‘Meet and Greet’
with candidates for State and
County elected offices.
Before the Membership meeting, community members were
able to meet and speak with
almost 20 candidates for the
Maryland Senate and House
of Delegates and Baltimore
County Executive and County
Council offices that represent
districts within our communities.
The Membership meeting
Andrea Van Arsdale speaks to community members
began with a thank you to
Thomas Brown, who served as
RRLRAIA president for the past
year. Thomas will remain an active Board member and we appreciate his leadership as President. This year’s featured speaker was

The evening concluded with
the election of six new Board
members (see page 6), who
we thank in advance for their
dedication to the RRLRAIA
community.
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton.

Community members meet and greet candidates for State and County office
Photo courtesy Courtney Middelton
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Area Events
Friday Night Lights
by John Baer

On a Friday
night without rain (an
unusual state
of affairs
last summer!), the
annual Friday
Night Lights
gathering
Photo courtesy Thomas Brown
was held on
June 1 in
the parking lot of Graul’s Market. The annual event drew a steady
crowd and the proceeds helped raise money for cancer research.
Music was provided by the talented local Baltimore band Teachers
for Sale and featured tunes from several generations. Grilled burgers, beer and wine were offered for sale by Graul’s Market for those
who wanted to kick back from the work week.
The Greater Ruxton Area Foundation (GRAF) sponsored a table and
held a raffle for beautiful hanging baskets full of colorful blooms
and GRAF t-shirts were given those who made a donation to the
organization. A balloon artist was also on hand to create balloon
animals for the young and young at heart.
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend and for all of the
volunteers, Graul’s employees and RRLRAIA Events Committee
members, for their hard work before, during and after the event.
We hope to see you at next year’s Friday Night Lights!

Dumpster Day
by Shannon Putman

Neighbors in our area value keeping their homes and yards tidy as
demonstrated by the number of participants in our annual spring
Dumpster Day at Riderwood Elementary School. We had a steady
flow of traffic and many satisfied members who took advantage
of the dumpsters to dispose of
household waste not accepted
for regular trash pick-up. By
the end of the event, we had
filled four large dumpsters with
trash and one with metal to be
recycled. The Loading Dock (a
Baltimore non-profit building
materials reuse center) had a
partially filled truck with housing materials to be reused and
recycled and many high quality
pet items were collected for
Defenders of Animal Rights,
a no-kill animal shelter in
Baltimore County. The shredder
John Baer, Ehren Gaag and Brian
truck was incredibly popular
Rogers take charge of the dumpster
with long lines of people with

paper and computer discs
to be safely and securely
destroyed. Many thanks to
all of the volunteers who
cheerfully and efficiently
helped direct traffic, unload
cars and fill the dumpsters.

Native Plant Sale
The annual Native Plant Sale
was held at Lake Roland on
September 16 and featured
a wide variety of local greenery for sale.

Photo courtesy Nancy Worden Horst

Street & Stream Clean –
November 3
Please join us at Brooklandville Fire Station for our final
clean up effort this fall! 8 a.m. street clean start, 9 a.m.
stream clean start.

The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area
Improvement Association is pleased to sponsor

Holiday Party
in the Woods

r

t visit with Santa t hot dogs
t hot chocolate with marshmallows
t sing carols t cookies
Join your
neighbors and friends on
Sunday, December 16 • 4 – 6 p.m.
at the L’Hirondelle Meadow (old rugby field)
Dress warmly • Wear boots • Bring flashlights
No dogs, please. Questions?
Call 410-494-7757 or email office@rrlraia.org

Photo courtesy Brian Rogers
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Meet Your Newly Elected RRLRAIA Board Members!
Alex Gibson (District 5)
Alex has lived in Ruxton with his wife and
five boys since 2012. He owns and manages
a technical consulting firm where he provides
cyber security services to large customers.
Alex also volunteers his time serving on the
boards of trustees at both the Calvert School
and Loyola Blakefield and is committed to
supporting the community served by RRLRAIA.

where they specialize in growing rhododendrons and azaleas.
Tracy Miller (District 4)
Tracy worked in the dual capacity of teacher
and administrator at Towson University from
which she recently retired after 40 years.
Alex Gibson

Bill Mangels (District 9)
Bill moved to the Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake
Roland area in 1965 and subsequently moved to
his present home on Eastland Road in 1969 as a
result of experiencing the effects of Roland Run
flooding. Bill is married to Ann, a retired Realtor®. They have two sons and four grand kids.
Bill is retired from the Maryland Department
of Transportation where he was involved in a
variety of planning activities. He was a member
of the RRLRAIA board in the 1980s before light
rail was constructed. In retirement Bill and Ann
enjoy traveling and developing their garden

The mother of two sons, and the proud grandmother of a granddaughter, Tracy became a
Tracy Miller
Gold Star mother when her younger son, Nicholas Ziolkowski, was killed in Iraq. During a
previous term on the Board of the Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
Area Improvement Association, Tracy served on the Nominating,
Events and Membership committees. She lives in Ruxton Crossing.
Doug Munro (District 3)

Bill Mangels

Doug Munro is currently the owner of a property acquisition and management company
that focuses on the Baltimore City neighborhoods of Charles Village and Remington. He
oversees acquisitions and rehabilitations as
well as rentals to residential and commercial tenants. Until 2017, Doug was also the
co-owner, CFO and publications manager of
a public health consulting company, mostly
Doug Munro
focusing on HIV/AIDS. He has been a resident
of the Lake Falls community for six years, the
most recent four serving as president of the Lake Falls Association
(through March 2018). Before that, Doug served the Roland Park
Civic League as website editor, second vice president and first vice
president. Doug is the creator of the Roland
Park “Then and Now” website rolandparkhistory.org/ThenAndNow.
Guy Warfield (District 5)

BE GREEN. SAVE GREEN.
ALL WITH A GREENER LAWN.
ProLawnPlus.com/switch
443.579.5900

Guy Warfield grew up in Ruxton and has
lived in the RRLRAIA area with his wife Paris
throughout most of their 40 years of marriage. They raised their two girls, Elise and
Becca, in their house on Locust Avenue and
Guy Warfield
now enjoy two grandkids. Guy practiced law
for 20 years before joining his family’s insurance agency. He enjoyed many daily walks in the area with his
chocolate lab buddy, Stoney, until Stoney’s recent passing, but
don’t be surprised to see Guy walking with a
new companion soon.
Manuele Wasserman (District 8)
Manuele has just retired from Morgan Stanley
after 35 years in the investment business.
Prior to that, she taught history at the University of Maryland. She has served on numerous boards and was named three times to
Manuele Wasserman
the Top 100 Women in Maryland by The Daily
Record. Manuele and her husband have lived
in Ruxton for 30 years and have raised their
children here. In addition, she has been president of the Ruxton
Hill Association twice and is now its vice president.
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Properties sold from March – September 2018

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
and the Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation
Address				
List Price
Sold price
712 Abell Ridge Circle
925,000
910,000
7813 Ballston Road		
360,000
7206 Bellona Avenue		
2,175,000
8203 Bellona Avenue
465,000
465,000
1214 Berwick Road
649,900
645,000
8201 Boman Court
479,995
480,000
1214 Boyce Avenue		
800,000
109 Brightwood Club Drive
299,000
290,000
411 Brightwood Club Drive		
190,000
503 Brightwood Club Drive		
160,000
606 Brightwood Club Drive		
675,000
17 Buchanan Road		
1,200,000
21 Buchanan Road
1,095,000
995,000
8235 Burnley Road		
563,300
8302 Carrbridge Circle
589,000
600,000
8323 Carrbridge Circle
489,000
470,000
635 Charles Street Avenue
549,000
540,000
636 Charles Street Avenue
795,000
737,500
647 Charles Street Avenue
595,000
590,000
6810 Charles Street
395,000
410,000
7000 Charles Ridge Road
649,000
630,000
7006 Charles Ridge Road
775,000
775,000
7016 Charles Ridge Road
576,000
576,000
6631A Charlesway
515,000
490,000
407 Chestnut Avenue
250,000
346,500
1809 Circle Road
674,500
675,000
14 Coldwater Court
539,900
517,500
7 Devon Hill Road		
680,000
7839 Ellenham Road
1,415,000
1,350,000
6701 Fairford Lane
540,000
540,000
6705 Fairford Lane
575,000
585,000
1416 Gardman Avenue
215,000
222,000
522 Greenwood Road
1,470,000
1,325,000
12 Hume Court
548,500
548,500
1906 Indian Head Road
749,000
756,500
6 Jack Frost Lane		
427,000
6 Jack Frost Lane
599,995
597,400
8227 Jeffers Circle
339,000
330,000
8230 Jeffers Circle
279,900
269,000
1425 Jeffers Road		
260,000
1433 Jeffers Road		
460,000
1612 Jeffers Road		
402,000
6 Johnson Mill Road
865,000
789,700
805 Joppa Road
389,000
350,000
1108 Joppa Road		
602,000
1511 Joppa Road
797,000
750,000
1815 Joppa Road
469,000
469,000
22 Judges Lane
395,000
385,000
1202 Lake Falls Road
525,000
515,000
6003 Lakehurst Drive		
44,000
1807 Landrake Road		
577,000
1812 Landrake Road (lot)		
300,000
1804 Leadburn Road
525,000
520,000
815 Loyola Drive
379,900
358,000
12 Lydford Court
894,000
865,000
26 Malibu Court
510,000
510,000
35 Malibu Court
495,000
470,000
1202 Malvern Avenue
1,250,000
1,175,000
1203 Malvern Avenue
949,000
949,000
1204 Malvern Avenue
1,175,000
1,090,000
1505 Malvern Avenue
465,000
475,000
902 Navy Road
749,000
720,000

Address
List Price	Sold price
6821 Newstead Lane
809,000
795,000
1500 Old Orchard Road
949,900
949,900
7815 Overbrook Road
895,000
860,000
533 Piccadilly Road
600,000
605,000
615 Piccadilly Road
565,000
566,500
645 Piccadilly Road
440,000
430,000
6209 Pleasant View Avenue
375,000
365,000
431 Range Road
395,000
385,000
8215 Rider Avenue		
385,000
7 Riderwood Station
545,000
54,500
5 Rockland Vue Court		
900,000
1713 Roland Avenue		
480,000
1015 Rolandvue Road
799,900
785,000
1101 Rolandvue Road
1,235,000
1,207,500
9 Ruxlea Court
679,000
670,000
4 Ruxton Ridge Garth
599,995
600,000
7917 Ruxway Road
449,000
445,000
7812 Ruxwood Road
2,450,000
2,325,000
7918 Springway Road
598,000
610,000
7919H Springway Road
499,000
500,000
407 Terrace Way		
505,000
8203 Thornton Road		
201,395
8219 Thornton Road
339,500
342,500
1711 Thornton Ridge Road
749,000
740,000
1813 Thornton Ridge Road		
649,000
817 Trafalgar Road
400,000
400,000
822 Trafalgar Road
425,000
425,000
111 Woodbrook Lane		
335,000

855-372-5392
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Continued from page 1

Photo 3

Photo 4
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Our Architectural Heritage – Eclectic Houses
windows (Photos 2, 3, 4
and 5) or sharply defined
vertical detailing such
as painting the frame of
the façade a contrasting
color or changing building
materials between floor
levels (Photo 4). Exaggerated eave overhangs
without ornamentation
were incorporated into all
Prairie houses (Photo 6).
The Craftsman style,
circa 1905-1930, which
originated in California,
was the dominant style
for smaller houses built
throughout the country;
they may also be referred
to as bungalows or the
Bungaloid style. The
design was so popular
that Sears sold do-ityourself kits for would-be

Photo 5

homeowners that included delivery of
all necessary materials directly to the
homesite. Most of these houses were
packed with identifying features such
as low-pitched gabled roofs, deep
unenclosed eave (roof) overhangs
with decorative beams or braces
and porches supported by massive
columns. Excellent examples of these
features can be seen in Photos 7, 8
and 9. There are several examples of
the Craftsman style in the Ruxton
Hills and Riderwood neighborhoods.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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The Craftsman principal subtypes are
Photo 6
the front-gabled roof (a gable on the
front of the house is a triangular form
that extends to the roof) as seen Photo 10, cross-gabled roof
(two gable roofs meet at right angles, typically a front porch to
the main house structure) as seen in Photo 12, side-gabled roof

Photo 7

(a gable is located on
either end of the house) as
shown in Photos 7 and 13
and the hipped roof (more
indicative of the Prairie
style).
Front porch columns are a
distinctive element of the
Craftsman style. They are
typically short square or

Photo 8

tapered square columns
that rest upon larger
masonry piers that extend to the ground (see
Photos 11 and 13) or a
balustrade (a closed rail)
as seen in Photo 12. The
columns can be made of
masonry, wood, shingles,
brick or a combination
thereof. Gabled dormers
are also prevalent (Photos 7 and 13).

Photo 9

The International style,
which started in
the early 1900s,
was seen mostly
in fashionable
suburbs in the
northeastern
states. These
houses, considered to be
of minimalistic
beauty, experienced a revival
of interest that

Photo 10

Photo 15

Photo 16

and smooth wall
surfaces typically
made from stucco
or wood, were
favored as seen
in Photo 16.

continues to the present day.
A textbook example, designed by an award-winning
Baltimore architect, can be
seen in the following photos.
There are only a handful
of examples of this type of
style from the Eclectic design
period in the RRLR area.
Identifying features include
a flat roof with minimal or
no coping (a metal edging
that terminates the flashing at the roof line), metal
casement windows set flush
with the exterior wall,
unornamented wall surfaces

(windows were
only used in rooms
that were deemed
functional to let in
natural daylight)
and windows that
often wrapped the
corners, as seen
in Photos 14 and
16. It was popular
to accentuate the
structural skeleton
Photo 12
of the house with
ribbons of full height
windows (otherwise
known as curtain walls)
to allow light to stream
into the house, typically
on the southern elevation, as seen in Photo
15. This also allowed for
free-flowing spaces in
the interior of the house
with minimal interior
Photo 13
walls. Dramatic cantilevered projections, important element at roofs,
balconies or second stories,

I hope you enjoyed Installment
3 of our tour of
Eclectic houses.
Our community is
fortunate to have
Photo 14
such a variety of
design styles for
us to admire and
enjoy. We thank the owners who allowed us to showcase their
homes.
Photo 11

Photos courtesy Patrick Jarosinski and Jessica Paffenbarger
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Behind the Green Towson Alliance
by Barbara Guarnieri

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world; indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Meade
When Wendy Jacobs called me (please see page 18.) I did not
know her; I should have. Now that I do, I understand why I wasn’t
familiar with her name. She prefers that you remember her causes
rather than her name. She is a classic activist – she targets a
need, resources the job, then steps back to let good plans and
good people do their thing.
Wendy used to chair the West Towson Neighborhood Association
(WTNA) Greening Committee (2014 - 2017) where she quickly
became a vocal advocate for environmental causes in greater
Towson. During her tenure on the WTNA board, her initiatives
included the planting of hundreds of residential and public area
trees, the spring cleaning of several local streams and the removal of invasive vines along two major community trails. As a
staunch supporter of environmental education and collaboration,
she brought residents together to explain environmental issues
and to work with other local organizations like the Boy Scouts of
America, Goucher College and Towson University. She understood
these collaborations not only capitalized on additional resources
but also created a deeper and richer sense of community. She
tenaciously sought out public and non-profit resources to sustain

her many projects. Local politicians and officials knew her well and
staff members from environmental organizations like Blue Water
Baltimore became her friends.
When Wendy stepped down from the WTNA board in 2017 she had
already found another vehicle for her advocacy. During her WTNA
tenure she had worked with several other Towson activists who
clearly shared her passion for environmental causes. These green
guardians understood that their actions to monitor and improve
environmental conditions needed to be larger than neighborhood initiatives. Most green solutions work best when given their
widest berth. For example, cleaning a stream whose length then
traverses areas that are not cleaned is clearly not optimal. The full
stream needs to be tackled. Likewise, efforts to plant native trees
on private properties can have their clean air effects negated by
poorly conceived commercial development down the block. The
group would informally convene to discuss local projects that
could ultimately affect the environmental quality of area neighborhoods and then strategize about green solutions. Eventually,
they formalized their gatherings by bringing like minds together
from many greater Towson neighborhoods and gave voice to the
Green Towson Alliance (GTA) in 2015. The organization’s website is
greentowsonalliance.org.
The GTA website states its goal to be uniting “…eco-friendly
residents who collaborate to produce greener, cleaner neighborhoods for improved livability and enjoyment.” The Facebook page
(facebook.com/GreenTowsonAlliance) describes the group’s
governance as “a loose alliance of green chairpersons from greater
Towson neighborhoods” who share ideas, resources and goals
for promoting a greener Towson. GTA actively seeks to affect the
green aspects of proposed development and increase awareness at
the public and private level of environmental problems, potential
solutions and other green living choices.
Since its inception, GTA has organized hundreds of tree plantings
and stream cleans; worked to amend the Maryland Roadside Tree
Law; overseen enforcement of the Towson Master Plan; focused
on sustainable, walkable development; called for future development to include open spaces, green buildings, on-site storm water
management, mature tree retention and new tree plantings; called
for new and expanded park developments; and supported projects
that foster community connections. (Please see their concerns and
development proposals at greentowsonalliance.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/02/GTA-White-Paper-Zoning.pdf. These efforts
have been widely applauded.
Until I met Wendy and familiarized myself with GTA, I was unaware
of its efforts. I have great respect for what the group is doing but
I realize it needs more than my esteem. As Wendy has told me,
“It is all on us – we are the only ones who can be environmental
stewards of our neighborhood.” I need to act. You need to act.
We all need to act to elevate the environmental conditions of our
neighborhoods.
To find out how you can contribute, please contact Green Towson
Alliance on Facebook or email RRLRAIA at rrlraia@comcast.net to
volunteer with our Community Enhancement Committee.
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Concerns about Parking
on our Narrow Roads
Leave your pain in the dust!
6302 Falls Rd. Suite C, Baltimore MD 21209
410. 296. 4028.
strengthvitalitywellness.com

by Cynthia Allen, RRLRAIA Traffic Committee Chair

If you were in need
of emergency help
and the narrow street
where you live is lined
with parked cars on
both sides, could a
10’ wide emergency
vehicle get through?
It’s a problem that can
be observed on many
roads in our neighborhoods and one that could have unintended consequences.
Please be mindful of this and make sure your visitors do not
cause this problem. One way to resolve this problem is to park
on the same side of the street, or at least stagger opposite
side parking.

B
The Bourgeois Team
of Long & Foster Real Estate
Baltimore’s most trusted source for Family Concierge
Services, Bill Pay & Residential Management.
JAMES MACFARLANE, PARTNER
410-771-8555 • james@mbaconcierge.com
HARRY BOND, PARTNER
410-868-2664 • harry@mbaconcierge.com

Jane Bourgeois
Licensed in Maryland and the District of Columbia
Changing lives– one house at a time.

443-465-4084 cell
410-377-2270 office
Jane.Bourgeois@LNF.com e-mail
www.longandfoster.com/JaneBourgeois
Facebook.com/bourgeoisteam

6247 Falls Road

410-296-5050
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Eddie’s Autumn Roasted Pear Salad
Roasted pears, Serrano ham and toasted
hazelnuts make this salad perfect for fall
entertaining.
Prep Time: 20 minutes

Dressing
1 Tb. dijon mustard
1 Tb. pure maple syrup
1/3 c. apple cider vinegar

Cook Time: 35 minutes

3/4 c. extra virgin olive oil

Serves 6
3 Bartlett pears, cored and sliced into
eighths, lengthwise

1/4 tsp. coarse kosher salt
1/2 tsp. fresh ground black pepper

Coarse kosher salt and fresh ground
black pepper

Mound dressed greens on large serving
platter. Sprinkle with toasted nuts. Surround greens with roasted pear slices,
Serrano ham, fig cake wedges and blue
cheese.

1 c. chopped hazelnuts or pecan halves
2 5-oz. pkgs. baby arugula
6 oz. Maytag blue cheese, cubed
1 pkg. La Gruta fig cake, cut into 10
wedges

6 Weeks–Pre-K
Coed Preschool
stpaulsplus.org

Grades 5–12
All-girls Middle
and Upper Schools
spsfg.org

Grades K–12
Coed Lower School
All-boys Middle
and Upper Schools
stpaulsschool.org
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Place hazelnuts or pecan halves on a small
sheet pan or aluminum pie pan. Toast in
oven for 3-5 minutes. Be sure nuts do not
burn. Set aside.
Meanwhile, whisk together all ingredients
for the dressing. Toss arugula with dressing.

2 tsp. olive oil

1 pkg. Don Juan Jamon Serrano, each
slice cut in half

pan. Drizzle with 2 tsp. olive oil. Season
lightly with salt and pepper. Roast for 2030 minutes or until pears are lightly brown
and caramelized around the edges. Remove
from oven and allow to cool.

Pair with Pierre Sparr Gewurztraminer.
Heat oven to 400. Spray 9” x 13” sheet
pan with nonstick cooking spray. Place
pear slices in a single layer on prepared

Courtesy Eddie’s of Roland Park
6213 N. Charles St., Baltimore, MD 21212
eddiesofrolandpark.com
410-377-8040

The St. Paul’s Schools
Coed and single-gender education and opportunities –
all on one campus

Thank You, 2018 Patrons

We appreciate the support of our Patrons every year and
we encourage you to support these good neighbors.
Bellona Lane Orthopaedic Associates

Graul’s Market

Ruxton Animal Hospital

BKM

Grauls Wine and Spirit Shop

Ruxton Car Care

Blakehurst

Hall & Co.

Ruxton Tower Eye Associates

Church of the Good Shepherd

Hubble Bisbee Group

Ruxton Towers, LLC

Continental Realty

Hunt’s Church Preschool

Simply Beautiful Flowers

Coppermine Fieldhouse

Hunt’s Memorial United Church

The Davey Tree Expert Company

Cummings & Co. Realtors

J. McLaughlin

The Mitre Box, LLC

Delbert Adams Construction/
Sunnyfields Cabinetry

Kittredge Properties

Thornhill Properties, Inc.

Kleenize Rug Cleaners

Trinity Life

DW Kozera, Inc., Engineer

Pickersgill Retirement Community

Valley Country Club

Eddie’s of Roland Park

Princeton Sports

West Towson Elementary School

Falls Road Animal Hospital

Pro Lawn Plus, Inc.

Falls Road Running Store

Rutland Beard Florist

Yerman Gaines Lederer of Berkshire
Hathaway Homesale Realty

A k-12 college preparatory independent school
educating boys in mind, body, and spirit.

Learn more!

Visit gilman.edu/fallvisiting

5407 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21210
410.323.3800
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Home Remodeling Trends
by Gay Wagner

The arrival of fall is a time of year makes me think about new
beginnings. As the temperatures drop and the rhythm of life gets
back into full gear, what better time
to tackle that next home improvement project that you’ve been putting
off. Whether is it a small laundry
room renovation or an entire kitchen
remodel, it’s important to know the
latest trends in home improvement
and décor. I consulted with one of our
local experts from Sunnyfields to find
out what is trending in home remodeling and what follows are the trends
they see from recent projects.
To give you a little history, Sunnyfields is a fine cabinetry and home
design business that opened in the
Spring of 2015 at 6305 Falls Road. Named after the original gift
shop that existed in the space for several years prior as the go-to
wedding registry store in this area, the new Sunnyfields specializes
in home remodelling (mostly kitchen and bath renovations), although no project is too large or small. Most of the gifts are gone
except for the Simon Pierce glassware and Andrew Pierce wood

14

crafts which are beautifully displayed throughout the kitchen
design rooms.
The biggest request they receive is for open floor plans with more
casual flow between the kitchen,
dining and living room spaces.
If you ever watch HGTV or look
at Pinterest, you will notice
spaces with a roomy kitchen/
dining room combination that is
open to the casual living room
space. The traditional design of
separate, enclosed rooms for each
purpose is being replaced with an
open space combination where
everyone can interact together.
Typically, the space is more casual
while maximizing the use of the
square footage with natural wood
beams and high, coffered ceilings.
In kitchen remodels, while white and grey cabinetry are still
among the most popular, new natural wood cabinetry is being introduced. One of my favorite displays in the Sunnyfields showroom
is a kitchen with a light, unfinished wood kitchen display that
incorporates another popular trend – paneled appliances. These

are not new but have become more common. Homeowners want
their appliances to look more like regular furniture so by paneling
them they look just like every other kitchen cabinet. Custom stove
hoods with metal bands, galley-sized sinks and quartz countertops
are the design trends today.
Whether the job is a modern kitchen redesign or a simple bathroom upgrade, the use of mixed materials and styles allows the
old and the new to coexist. Not only are modern cabinets being
installed next to the antique hutch but various metal tones are
being paired with wood hues to create a cohesive space. Unlaquered brass fixtures and matte black metals are incorporated with
the ever-popular reclaimed woods for countertops, often utilizing
a live edge which incorporates the natural curve and bend of the
tree on the outer edge of the surface. The waterfall style island is
also in high demand as a clean and modern twist to the built-in
island.
Bathrooms have also undergone some modernization, with large
spa showers that are now called wet rooms. Tubs are no longer the
centerpieces of the bathroom but are now finding a home inside
these large spa-like shower rooms. Floating vanities with undermount lighting that serve as a nightlight are replacing the standard dual sink rectangular vanity and overhead wall mount lights.
Tiles have gotten much bigger, too. The old standard 4” x 4” has
been replaced with the 12” x 24” size in a large variety of colors,
styles and faux textures. The bathroom fixtures and hardware have
gotten larger, too, with mirrors equipped with built in Bluetooth
accessibility so that you can always sing in the shower. Or if you

prefer to catch the news while you shower, a TV in your mirror is
also available.
As far as the floor choice, wide plank flooring remains popular. In
addition to solid wood, it is also available in an engineered version that layers the materials with a thinner layer of real wood on
top and subflooring beneath. It comes in a large variety of options
and since it is pre-finished in the warehouse, it eliminates the
sanding and staining of hardwoods which saves time and lessens
the mess during the renovation.
Lighting is now less about function than it is about making a
statement. Mushroom glass globes hung from simple pendant style
fixtures with Edison light bulbs are used jointly with the smaller
recessed lights to provide varying layers of lighting. The new LED
light fixtures and bulbs are available in the smaller size in the
warmer light colors (for those of you like me who dislike the blue
LED light). This feature makes changing these recessed light bulbs
so much easier.
No matter what the project may be, some of my favorite sources
for inspiration include Pinterest, HGTV and just about any interior
magazine site. Before you begin your next remodel, stop in and
speak with the professionals at Sunnyfields. Kevin, Jenni, Hannah
and Terri will walk you through the process and help you find the
design that makes your home function for you. A special thank you
to each for taking the time to bring me up to speed on the latest
trends in home renovation.

We do windows…
and doors!
Fick Bros is licensed (MHIC #1256) and fully
insured. We guarantee our work. Since 1915
exterior home repairs has been our family
tradition. We are know as the company that
takes pride in every job we do.

410-889-5525
www.fickbros.com
100 Years and Four Generations Later
Still the Best Value in Town
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Familiar Faces: Graul’s Market
by her brother, Michael Gotti, who was working in the Ruxton
bakery at the time. He is now the bakery manager at the Mays
Graul’s Market, situated in the heart of Ruxton, is a familiar stop
Chapel location and has been a
for many of us for picking up
Graul’s employee for more than
weekly groceries or an indul30 years. Dawn, on the other
gent splurge of homemade carhand, worked for one year as a
rot cake or their famous chicken
cake decorator in Mays Chapel
salad. Undoubtedly, you have
and then left Graul’s for a year
been greeted or helped at some
before returning to work as
point by the leadership team:
a customer service manager
Dawn Girardi, Jeff Major and
in Ruxton. Several years ago,
Sarah Hazelwood. Their smilDawn was promoted to her curing faces are familiar to anyone
rent role as assistant manager.
who frequents Graul’s and add
Her favorite aspect of workto the value of community
ing at Graul’s is the close knit
shopping. Their expertise, willcommunity created by working
ingness to help and familiarity
in a local business. She values
with regular shoppers provide a
the fact that “everyone knows
degree of service missing from
everyone” in Ruxton and enjoys
larger grocery chains.
the friendliness observed beDawn Girardi has been worktween shoppers and employees.
ing at the Ruxton location
She finds her biggest challenge
for six years. She grew up in
Sarah Hazelwood, Jeff Major and Dawn Girardi Photo courtesy Shannon Putman
to be time management in
Parkville and was encouraged
order to get through the day’s
to apply for a job with Graul’s
tasks. When asked what she
most frequently purchases from Graul’s, she quickly identified the
hot milk cake and chicken salad as her favorite prepared foods.
Dawn enjoys spending time with her grandchildren who are 2 years
old and 8 months old.
by Shannon Putman

Jeff Major has the longest tenure at Graul’s and has been on staff
for 16 years. He was recruited from the marketing website Monster
and worked as produce manager for 14 years before his promotion to assistant store manager two years ago. Similar to Dawn,
Jeff values the community created in Ruxton. He enjoys working
at Graul’s and describes most days as being “fun and easy.” Jeff
recommends the blackened chicken and says, “You cannot go
wrong with the paninis.” He enjoys golfing, drinking craft beer
and spending time with his 23 year-old son.
Sarah Hazelwood is the newest member of the Graul’s administrative team, hired two years ago as front end manager. She worked
for years at Mars supermarket and was recruited for her current job
when Mars closed its doors. When asked what her favorite part of
Graul’s is, she replied with a smile, “Some of the employees and
some of the customers.” Not surprisingly this was the same answer
she gave when asked about work challenges. Her favorite things to
purchase at Graul’s are the Roseda beef burger patties for grilling.
When not working, Sarah enjoys spending time with her husband
and visiting her adult sons who live out of state.
Graul’s Market has been a Ruxton fixture since 1973 and with a
leadership team committed to fulfilling the mission of “exceeding
customer expectations with extraordinary service,” and it is likely
to be present for many years to come. Dawn, Jeff and Sarah are
the familiar faces of this local business and are eager to make your
shopping experience a good one.
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Familiar Faces: Princeton Sports
by Rachel Seba

For athletically-inclined residents of the RuxtonRiderwood-Lake Roland area, Princeton Sports on
Falls Road is a beloved neighbor. While the familyowned business is an important economic part
of the area, it is the people running the business
that make it truly a part of the community. One of
the familiar faces residents may have met at Princeton Sports is Corey Adams.
A member of the Princeton Sports team since
1991, Corey is a friendly face who many of us have
come to appreciate for his expertise. A life-long
bike enthusiast, Corey started racing BMX bikes
with his brother in middle school. This passion
evolved and, according to Paul Davis, one of the
store’s owners, “[Corey] was fixing everyone’s
bikes in the neighborhood and was always over
here, so we hired him!” Good thing for local
residents!

sive range of bikes he oversees means there’s a bike available for
every age and interest from mountain bikes to
road bikes to beach cruisers to electric bikes!
Corey’s interest in bikes hasn’t waned over the
years and, while he no longer races BMX, he
remains an enthusiastic mountain and road
biker. In fact, when he’s not at work, he says,
“I’m on the trails in the woods. If it’s dry I’m
on my bike at the Gunpowder, Lake Roland or
Loch Raven. If the trails are wet, I’m on my
road bike.”
Of course, in a small business like Princeton
Sports, every employee helps with other projects and that’s true for Corey, too. In winter,
when bikes are off season, he works on the
floor and although he has let his ski technician certification lapse, he is able to answer
many questions customers have about the
best equipment for hitting the slopes.

Corey Adams of Princeton Sports
Look for Corey around the area on his bike or
Photo courtesy Corey Adams
Corey started as a bicycle mechanic and then
the next time you stop in at Princeton Sports.
moved into sales. Roughly ten years ago he moved
He’s usually there, smiling, because, he says.
into a buyer role and now is the primary buyer for
“Why not be in a good mood? I’m surrounded by toys!” He’ll be
bicycles for the entire shop. That’s no small feat as the impressure to help you with whatever toy you may have in mind.

Hunt’s Church Preschool
A diverse, family-friendly community, Hunt’s
Preschool offers exciting programs, including STEAM,
for children, ages 2-4.
Experienced teachers provide smiles and support
as students explore a learning environment infused
with happiness and joy.

To tour this amazing school, contact Kelley Unger or Laura
Roche, 410-296-3500 or huntschurchpreschool@gmail.com
Hunt’s Church Preschool
1912 Old Court Road, Towson, MD 21204
(At the intersection of Joppa and Old Court Roads)
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On Being Taller Than Trees
by Barbara Guarnieri

“I took a walk in the woods and came out taller than the trees.”
Henry David Thoreau
Almost two years ago I wrote an article about over-salting our
roads during snow storms and the deleterious effect this has on
our streams (Spring 2017 issue of NeighborhoodNEWS). Shortly
after publication, I got a phone call from Wendy Jacobs, a West
Towson resident who had read the article. Wendy Jacobs lives near
the particular stream mentioned in my article and asked me how
she could help. Through emails and walks, a partnership to nurture
the little stream was born. I did not know at the time that Wendy
was part of a passionate group of local environmentalists (see the
article “Behind the Green Towson Alliance” on page 10).
When I began collaborating with Wendy, she encouraged me to
register for an April 2017 Clean Stream and she would help find
volunteers. As the Green Chair of the West Towson Neighborhood
Association (WTNA) she had cultivated a wide circle of community
volunteers. In no time I had an enthusiastic Lutherville Cub Scout
troop and parents signed up to help. They were awesome! But
Wendy also had bigger plans and suggested that in the future we
needed to tackle the invasive vines in the woods along the stream.
I hadn’t bargained for this additional project but her enthusiasm
was infectious.

We provide you and your family
with quality TOTAL EYE CARE..
from eye glasses, contact lenses,
and exams through medical
eye problems and surgery
...all at one office for over 30 years.

Ruxton Towers
Eye Associates

Better
Vision
for a
Brighter
Tomorrow
Come meet
Dr. Erin Lee,
our newest
doctor!

OPHTHALMOLOGY
OPTOMETRY
OPTICIANRY

Ruxton Towers • Suite 104 • 8415 Bellona Lane
Towson, Maryland 21204 • 410-828-9270 • www.ruxtoneye.com
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When school
opened in the
fall we set out to
get Loyola High
School onboard.
We would begin
in 2018 with
Blue Water Baltimore’s annual
spring Stream
Clean event and
opt later for
the much larger
project of restoring the health of
the woods. I was
directed to Ryan
Bromwell, Chair
of the Science
Department, who
invited us for
an after-school
meeting in early
The Loyola High School Environmental Club smiles
November. Ryan
after a job well done Photo courtesy Barbara Guarnieri
brought along
Tracy Biebesheimer, Faculty Advisor to the Upper School Environmental Club.
Ryan was familiar with the stream, having explored its biology
in his Environmental Sciences classes and he agreed the project
would be great for Tracy’s after-school club to tackle.
On a cold afternoon in January, Wendy and I found ourselves
meeting with the Environmental Club. The small band of serious
boys shared their Club’s accomplishments being most proud of
introducing recycling into the school’s lunch room. It was both
a physical as well as a marketing challenge. I shared my experience with the 2017 Stream Clean and Wendy shared her ongoing
efforts to clean neighborhood invasive vines – including a section
of woods on the southeast corner of the Loyola Blakefield campus.
Her efforts were part of a larger WTNA plan to save and nurture the
area’s aging tree canopy and to increase awareness of the benefit
of trees. The boys started asking all kinds of questions; we seemed
to have piqued their interest and they agreed to take on the Clean
Stream project.
To heighten their interest, we proposed several field trips. On a
very warm day in February, Wendy led all of us on a walking tour
of a WTNA pilot program. The eight-acre project included many
volunteers working hundreds of hours to clear debris and invasive
vines from the periphery of Pickersgill Retirement Community. The
land belongs to Pickersgill but had been left ungroomed for years
as a perimeter buffer. Neighboring properties had complained to
WTNA about the encroaching mess in their backyards. Wendy explained that, when the team began, trees and fencing were barely
visible beneath gnarled vine clusters and man-made debris.
Over time, a dedicated team of vine cutters undertook the lengthy
restoration. West Towson friends and students from Goucher College met regularly in fall and spring clipping sessions. After three

years, one can now freely walk from a backyard on Piccadilly Road
to a backyard on Trafalgar Road along a clean greenway. Wendy
noted that Pickersgill was so pleased with the results that it has
added resources for continuing maintenance to its annual budget. With the
initial project finished, the vine team is
already envisioning new opportunities,
like the planting of a milkweed meadow.
The entire effort was truly impressive!
The boys listened politely but seemed
puzzled over how such a project related
to them.

that had clearly been dumped by building or maintenance crews.
He was already formulating a campaign to educate the Loyola
maintenance staff. Another was captivated by how many birds
and animals he’d seen in the same
woods he had run through without
a glance. By the time we assembled
the Club for the photos, we could
tell they were all very proud to have
been a part of this effort. It was
clear that, on that day, they took
a walk in the woods and came out
taller than the trees. They were
now official stewards of their school
grounds. Going forward, we are confident the annual stream clean will
endure and the club will continue to
find new ways to elevate the environmental quality of the campus.

In March, I met with Tracy and a few of
the Club members to walk the stream
they had agreed to clean. The unnamed
stream emerges from an underground
source on the Blakehurst property, runs
south through Loyola’s woods, then
Note: If you enjoy getting outwestward through the Board of Educadoors to groom and renew Mother
tion property to a pipe under Charles
Nature, the Loyola and West Towson
Street, continues under Boyce Avenue,
Michael O’Neill and his father Joe display the full sweep of the
teams would welcome your help. If
along Malvern Avenue and under Bellona Club’s efforts-17 bags and 500 lbs. of assorted trash
Photo courtesy Barbara Guarnieri
you would like to begin a similar
Avenue to Lake Roland. On this sunny
project in your neighborhood, they
day the stream and woods looked inviting and fairly clean but the boys seemed apprehensive about their
would be happy to get you started. Please contact me at b.finn.
clean-up assignment. I assured them that plenty of unseen trash
guarnieri@gmail.com or visit greentowsonalliance.org for more
lay beneath the matted groundcover of brown leaves and newly
information.
greening vines. I pointed out that, after the stream clean, their
next big project should be clearing the stream area of all the invasive vines. We looked at the stunted growth of several trees and
other native plants and it was hard to imagine taming much of
anything given the dense vine tents on each tree. The boys looked
pensive, not quite sure about this request. One step at a time…
Wendy and I hoped that our field trips were slowly igniting the
passions of the Club. Just to be sure, I forwarded a lot of Blue Water Baltimore’s Chesapeake Bay watershed information – statistics,
maps and great photos. Ms. Biebesheimer shared these with the
Club, helping to give the members a stake in the bigger picture.
Still, I wasn’t certain when I pulled into the Board of Education
parking lot on that early April morning if many boys would actually come, after all high school kids do like their sleep! How wrong
I was; several cars were already there and more arrived shortly
with the boys bringing parents and friends; Ms. Biebesheimer had
done an excellent job of recruiting. Mr. Bromwell came too! After
dealing with sign-in paperwork, reviewing the day’s details and
cautionary remarks about safety, I issued vests, gloves and trash
bags. They were all clearly excited to get started.
Ms. Biebesheimer had also brought along her two young daughters. Like little goats they climbed up and down the steep banks
of the stream, squealing with delight when they discovered
something special. We were all charmed by their sense of wonder.
Even the boys shared a thrill when they found the skeletal remains
of a deer skull, then a fox. After clearing the entire area north of
the parking lot, the crew fanned out along the Board of Education
streambed. This part of the stream had never been cleaned and
rendered all sorts of trash and debris. Everyone worked diligently
for several hours. The best part? I could hear animated conversation the whole time.
One young gentleman was appalled by how much debris he found
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StoryWalk at Lake Roland
by Nancy Worden Horst

While walking at Lake Roland with my granddaughter one winter
day several years ago, Kathryn spied page one of Jan Brett’s classic tale “The Mitten” on a storyboard just at her eye level. “Oh!

ered path, pausing
at each storyboard
to read a page
before she excitedly
strode toward the
next one.
The book we read
that winter day
marked the beginning of a storywalk
project at Lake
Roland. Starting at Illustrations from Matthias Pridgeon’s beech tree
Acorn Hill, the chil- storyboard Photos courtesy Merritt Pridgeon
dren’s playground
on the peninsula,
the walk continues around the paved portion of the main trail past
the dog park, Paw Point, a distance of about a quarter mile.

Look! A book!” she said. “What does it say?” I asked. “Once there
was a boy named Nicki who wanted his new mittens made from
wool as white as snow,” she read.
Kathryn continued the story as we slowly traversed the snow-cov-

Summer storywalk: “Miss Fox’s Class Goes Green” by Eileen Spinelli.
Photo courtesy Nancy Worden Horst

The idea of a storywalk at the Park began when former Head
Ranger Shannon Davis saw a prototype at a national park conference*. Her idea was to begin with a storyboard at Acorn Hill and
have storyboard panels leading people forward around the paved
path, thus encouraging families to take a stroll while reading the
story. “We tried to select stories that were nature-related and appropriate for the season. The loop of the peninsula was perfect for
it,” she said.
Comprised of 15 wooden panels mounted on moveable posts, each
about two by one-and-a-half feet, the story unfolds on one or two
pages of a child’s book affixed to each panel.
At first, the storyboards were simply corrugated signs on thin
metal posts. Then Master Naturalist Dan Alper of the Lake Falls
community designed and built the storyboards out of treated lumber mounted with stainless steel hardware to landscape stakes.
Several Master Naturalists have helped with the project over the
years, choosing published stories or contributing original tales.
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Featured books have included such classics as “Make Way For
Ducklings,” “Blueberries for Sal” and “Frog and Toad.”
Matthias Pridgeon, the son of Master Naturalist Merritt Pridgeon,
wrote and illustrated one of the first stories when he was seven.
“Tree Diaries” tells about words carved on beech trees in the Park.
The book, a combination book of beginning botany and a plea for
conservation, is both sweet and insightful.
“We’ve had a great response from Park visitors,” said Ranger Shannon. “Turns out more than families were enjoying the stories. Park
joggers and other regulars commented on how much they enjoyed
them and asked when the next one would be out. We tried to do a
new story every month. Occasionally, we had stories aimed at the
adults or added fun facts on the sides of the story pages about
our local flora and fauna or where in the Park you might see them.
On some books we added captions like “Flap your wings like a
bird” to encourage children to really get into the stories.”
“The storywalk program encourages the things we all need,
especially today,” said Ranger Shannon: “nature, exercise and
reading!“
* Combining physical activity with literacy is the idea behind
StoryWalk, created by Anne Ferguson, a volunteer in Montpelier,
Vermont, and developed with the help of Rachel Senechal, Program and
Development Coordinator of the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in Montpelier,
Vermont.

Who are
these
Gents?
Taken by Joe Coale in 1970,
this picture shows two young
men sitting on the steps of
the St. John’s AME church on
Bellona Ave. It would be fun
to know who they are!
Photo courtesy Joe Coale

A Reminder About Fireworks
According to Baltimore County’s website, “Any hand-held or
ground-based device that creates an explosion, detonation,
loud noise, that launches a projectile or moves along the
ground under its own power is illegal in Baltimore County
and elsewhere.” Additional information about laws regulating
fireworks is available at baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/
fire/safety%20education/fireworks.html

Mon - Thurs 11:30 AM - 9 PM
Fri - Sat 11:30AM-10PM
Sunday 12PM-9PM

1407 Clarkview Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21209
410-825-Fire (3473)

,

www.earthwoodﬁre.com
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There’s an App for That!
A new County application for mobile devices allows residents to easily request services, report issues in their
community, pay property taxes and parking and speeding tickets, access news and social media feeds, register
for push notifications and more. The app is offered
free of charge to Android and iPhone users and may be
downloaded from their respective app stores.

offers people the opportunity to sign
up for individualized push notifications,
including reminders about their trash and
recycling collection days. The app requires
people to establish a free online account
with the County by providing their name,
email address and phone number.

BaltCoGo is designed to be a robust mobile application
that offers self-service functionality for constituents
to get accurate information on County services and
report their concerns. People can use the app to report
issues like potholes, missed trash or recycling pick-ups,
abandoned vehicles, building and development issues,
neighborhood concerns like sidewalk problems or tall
grass and weeds, pet and animal issues like stray dogs,
concerns with rental properties and much more. People
who submit a request or complaint will receive email
responses and can also monitor the status of their
requests via BaltCoGo.

Examples of online services that can be
accessed through the app include:

The app offers a centralized location for people to engage directly with County government and be directed
to the proper agency to get information and access
services, without having to call or visit agencies. It
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• apply for housing assistance vouchers,
rental housing licenses, animal licenses
and residential parking permits;
• pay property taxes; parking, red light
and speed camera violations; and fees for
pet spay and neuter services;
• access County maps that show zoning,
historic districts, voting locations, bicycle
facilities, road closures, GIS data, and
more.
Editor’s Note: We have used this app several
times and it really works!

Lake Roland Recreation Pier Refurbished
by Nancy Worden Horst

Last summer, the
massive undertaking of the last
phase of a threephase restoration
of the Lake Roland
recreation pier
and boat launch
area was finally
completed. Begun
several years ago,
this final phase
was initiated in
June and finished
ahead of schedule
at the end of July.

Lake Roland recreation pier in need of repair
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz

Restoration work on recreation pier complete and the dam refilled
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz

In addition to its use as a fishing pier and boat launch, there are
a variety of other recreational activities and programs that use the
pier throughout the year.

Mud flats Photo courtesy Nancy Worden Horst

In order to facilitate the repairs, water in the lake was drawn
down to a level below the pier foundation. The project was coordinated with the state’s Department of Natural Resources and the
Department of the Environment so that the timing of the drawdown would not
interfere with
the spawning
and lifecycles of
sensitive aquatic
life.
The project also
entailed using
ground-penetrating radar to
determine necessary repairs,
construction of
a cofferdam to
Cofferdam in place during rehabilitation of recreation
provide a dry
pier Photo courtesy Jeffrey Budnitz
area for construction below
the water line and pumping concrete into the repaired/restructured pier with the final touch being a kayak/canoe bumper.
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