
SAVE THESE DATES!
April 2, Saturday 9 am - noon

PROJECT CLEAN STREAMS
■ Falls Road Cleanup meets at
Princeton Sports
■ Roland Run Cleanup meets at
Royal Farms store, Joppa and
Thornton Roads (see page 4)

May 17, Tuesday 7:00 pm
RRLRAIA ANNUAL MEETING
Church of the Good Shepard
1401 Carrollton Avenue, Ruxton
(see page 6)

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
by Kimberly Warren

This spring several important initiatives
are underway relating to the streams
that run through our community neigh
borhoods. On February 8, I attended
a meeting led by the Department of
Environmental Protection and Resource
Management (DEPRM) to introduce the
Small Watershed Action Plan (SWAP) to
the Towson Run and Roland Run area.
SWAPs seek citizen and business input
to identify strategies for preserving and
enhancing water quality in our streams
(see article on this page). This is a great
opportunity to get involved with county
government and have a say in the alloca
tion of resources to improve our water
shed.
Another activity that will enhance our

neighborhoods is the clean-up sponsored
by Project Clean Stream on April 2 (see
tide on page 4). For a few hours on an•early spring Saturday, you can enjoy the

company of family, neighbors, and friends

continued on page 3

SMALL WATERSHED ACTION PLAN INITIATED
by Chris Nufer

The health of the Chesapeake Bay begins with the quality of the streams that run
through our neighborhoods. Baltimore County recently announced a new environmental
initiative that will bring together local communities, businesses and natural resource

management
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experts to protect
and improve

'!l
streams in 12 des-
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sgc»win ignated watershed
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the county. For our
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Watershed Ac
tion Plans" will be
administered by
the Department
of Environmental
Protection and
Resource Manage
ment (DEPRM).

Small Watershed Action Plan Area M- Towson Run and Roland Run. Th. . f tIs Is a perrec
opportunity for all of us who live in the Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland neighborhoods
to get involved and contribute directly to the preservation of the streams within our
watershed.

Ms. Frances H. Flanigan, who is in charge of community outreach for the DEPRM,
defined the SWAPs as "an effort to remediate water quality issues and, in many cases,
water quantity issues related to flooding and run-off."

SWAPs outline tangible steps we can take to enhance water quality in our streams.
This program is designed to be inclusive and reflects the philosophy that collaboration
with all stakeholders, particularly local communities and businesses, is essential for
effective planning.

continued on page 2



AUTO THEFTS AND ROBBERIES - CITIZEN-POLICE COOPERATION REALLY WORKS
The Baltimore County Regional Auto Theft Task Force is hot on the trail of car thieves and
they do a great job in making arrests and getting cars back to their owners. BUT...they still
need our help! Be vigilant and take all necessary precautions (to save yourself a lot of grief
and help reduce rising auto insurance rates, too).

Baltimore County Police Sgt. Steve Moffett reminds neighborhood residents of the
following precautions that can help reduce auto thefts:

■ Lock your car and take your keys even if your car is in the garage.
■ Do not leave garage door openers in cars parked outside.
■ Look in your owner's manual (especially in high end cars) to see if your car comes
with a plastic molded pop-out key in a plastic frame the size of a credit card. These
valet keys are to be kept in your wallet in case you lock yourself out of your car or
want a valet attendant to park your car. Car thieves know about these keys, however,
and they look for them in the glove box when they break into cars.

Crimes beyond auto theft can be attacked through collaboration between observant
neighbors and local police, too. For an example of such local vigilance "pay off," read on.
The Royal Farms store on West Joppa Road and the Wilmington Country Store were

robbed in late January. A local resident spotted a suspicious vehicle and noted its tag num
ber when she saw it parked on a side street. She didn't think much of it at first, but when
she received an e-mail from RRLRAIA with a description of the suspect and his vehicle,
she called police. Detectives checked out the tip and came up with a viable suspect. After
more leg work, detectives staked out a house in Rodgers Forge. Shortly thereafter, the
suspect was arrested after robbing a florist on Dulaney Valley Road!
This is an excellent example citizen-community police collaboration. Please continue

to stay alert and keepthe communication lines open! Police and community partnerships
work!

Baltimore County police offer the following suggestions for citizens for your safety when
in a shopping mall:

■ Be aware of your surroundings.
■ Look around before you get out of your car.
■ Walk confidently and pay attention.
Police urge you to call 911 whenever you notice something suspicious. Don't be hesitant

- rely on the police to investigate. When calling 911 to report something, you don't neces
sarily need to ask to have an officer speak with you in person - ask for a call back and be
sure to follow up with your local police officer (410.887.5933).

POLICE GO HIGH TECH!
NEWS RELEASES AND NEWSLETTERS
AVAILABLE VIA E-MAIL
Baltimore County police recently debuted
a new e-mail service called Police Infor-_.
mation Network for area residents who
want to learn more about the activities of
the Police Department.

If you sign up, you will receive the
same news releases distributed to the me
dia. You can also subscribe to the depart
ment's monthly newsletter, Business Beat,
which provides crime prevention tips for
businesses. The department's quarterly
newsletter, Behind the Badge, and a
monthly reminder about the department's
cable TV program, Police Report, are also
available.
To subscribe to the service, information

is available at
http://www.co.ba.md.us/Agencies/
policeindex.html.

TREE REMOVAL ON CHARLES STREET
State Highway Administration contrac

e
torsrecentlyremovedstandsofAilanthu(Tree of Heaven), a non-native invasive
tree species, along both sides of Charles
Street near the Joppa Road overpass.
Within the next thirty days, SHA contrac
tors will stabilize the banks with grass
and netting. SHA's landscape operations
division will then evaluate the area and
replant with native species where ap
propriate.

continued from page 1, Small Watershed...
"I think this is a really positive example

of the county being proactive in reaching
out to the communities around the area
to solve water quality and environmental
problems," Ms. Flanigan said. "We are
hoping that the response from the
home owners and businesses in those
communities will be equally positive."
The first meeting of the stakeholder

steering committee for the Towson Run/
Roland Run study area was held on

February 8. Forty-six representatives
of community associations, watershed
organizations, and institutions from within
the area met with five representatives from
DEPRM. The group addressed issues of
flooding and storm water management, the
impact of infill development, water quality
and monitoring and setting up a coordi
nated process for communicating with the
county.
In addition, the group discussed what

actions homeowners can take on their

properties, especially if they are adjacent
to streams.
Ms. Flanigan stressed the importance

of homeowners working together to
reduce residential impact on our streams;
but she also encouraged community
members to take their concerns directly to
the county government.

"For the program to succeed, we need
to do more than just talk to homeowners
about better lawn care. We need to be
proactive and talk to the Department of

continued on page 4



BAMBOOZLED?
by Kimberly Warren, President RRLRAIA

A stand of bamboo can be: a beautiful feature in a landscape, a source for a great fish-
1g pole or a terrible nuisance to you and your neighbors when it spreads out of control.
-here are over 1200 species of bamboo. While many types of bamboo are tropical, a few
types thrive in mid-Atlantic gardens. A member of the grass family, bamboo comes in a
range of sizes from dwarfs that are 12 inches tall to the giant types that can be over 50
feet tall. Commonly found in Southeast Asia, China and Japan, bamboo is harvested for
food, timber and paper in those countries. It is usually only used as an ornamental in our
landscapes.
There are two basic types of bamboo: the runners (invasive) or the dumpers (non

invasive). Running bamboo is invasive and extremely competitive with other plants. It
can take over large areas, some varieties spread more than 100 feet from the mother plant

2-.a ~,jg, in a very short"t. qi4'3lg43g 3gy
g$ is¢z,_a.• g3.33g3 'a@= time period. You
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PLANT any
type of running
bamboo without
using a physical
barrier of metal
or concrete
buried a mini
mum of three
feet deep in the

Photo: Chuck Bargeron, The University of Georgia, www. forestryimages.org soil to contain
Bamboo should be planted with caution. Some species grow only a few inches a year, .
but others need a barrier buried a minimum of three feet in the ground to contain its growth. The
growth. clumping type
of bamboo grows in large clumps and spreads only a few inches a year and has some of
the same aesthetic interest as the running bamboo but does not require the same con
tainment. Bamboo can create a great screen quickly, provide a point of interest along a
stream or be a useful container plant for a patio. However, bamboo causes problems when
floodwaters sweep the canes downstream and they get stuck under bridges, creating a dam
in such places as the Ruxton Road bridge over Roland Run.

If you have an existing stand of the running type of bamboo you can restrict its growth
with a barrier and cutting back new shoots. If left uncontrolled it will become the errant
pest of your garden. Ifyou cut the shoots back during the spring, new shoots won't grow.
Should you want to eliminate a stand of bamboo, you must cut down all the stalks to
the ground then allow the new growth to mature over the summer. Apply a non-selective
herbicide (e.g. Round Up) to the foliage in October and repeat the application two weeks
later. For more information go to www.agnr.edu/users/hgic.

HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU PASS THIS
SITE IN YOUR TRAVELS THROUGH
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD?

This photo, from the early 20th century, is of
Mt. Washington Light & Power Company on
the west side of the Falls Road bridge over the
Northern Central Railroad tracks, north of
Mt. Washington and north of Lake Avenue.
Located on the north bank of the Jones Falls.

continued from page 1, President's Corner
and help clean up streams and roadways
in your neighborhood.
We welcome two new board members

- Bob Ferber, who represents Area 9,
and Kent Walker from Area 6. We thank
them for their willingness to volunteer!

This issue also contains articles about
crime prevention, a new initiative from
the police department, local history, and
more. We hope you find value in the
RRLRAIA newsletter, and we are always
on the lookout for topics you wish to see
covered or items of interest.
We also are seeking a few more vol

unteers to help with the newsletter. In
particular, we are seeking an individual
who can help plan articles for upcoming
issues and identify community-related
events and solicit neighbors to draft some
of the articles.

Our thanks to Chris Nufer, for his con
tributions on Project Clean Stream, the
Small Watershed Action Plan, and Harry
Wagner's "I RememberWhen" article in
this issue, and thanks to Joe Coale for
his update on the Rider House and the
Ruxton Riderwood Lake Roland Area
Foundation.
As you will read in the article on the

Rider House, the Foundation has made
significant contributions to our commu
nity this past year. We encourage you
to stop by the Rider House and pick up
a copy of the Ruxton, Riderwood, Lake
Roland Area Foundation's Annual Report.

ANSWER TO HISTORY QUIZ
Riderwood Station, known as Sherwood
Station, was named after an area es-
tate. Sherwood was also the name of a
rye whiskey. During Prohibition it was
deemed unsuitable and the name was
changed to Riderwood Station.
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Northern Central Railroad train heading south
from the Riderwood station. Photographer:
C.W.E. Treadwell



continued from page 2, Small Watershed...

Public Works about better maintenance
of roadways and storm drains. At the
same time, we need to talk to the zoning
board about restricting construction in
flood plains and to Parks and Recreation
about better management of county
owned park land."

She feels the solution to improving the
watershed begins with a strong "grass
roots" approach to the problem.

"Our goal is to make residents more
aware of this critical environmental is
sue," she added. "We want people to
know that the health of our waterways
starts right in their yards. How and what
they plant, as well as how they fertilize
and maintain their property, can make a
big difference. At the same time, we want
to make sure the county government is
aware of problems in the watershed. If

businesses or homeowners see problems
such as flooding, erosion, or improper dis
charges, we need them to call the county so
we can begin to address the problem."
Anyone who is interested in SWAP

programs is encouraged to participate,
particularly neighborhood business people,
and members of watershed, church,
community, and school groups. Feedback
from community members is at the heart of
this effort. If you know of problem areas or
have suggestions you think could improve
the conditions in our watershed, Nancy
Pentz at the Baltimore County Depart
ment of Environmental Protection and
Resource Management is interested in
hearing from you. Her e-mail address is
npentz@co.ba.md.us.
If you would like a "how-to" brochure

that will help you begin to make your prop
erty more "watershed-friendly," ask for a

PROJECT CLEAN STREAM NEEDS
YOU!
Get ready for a SWAPMeet of a dif
ferent kind -Project Clean Stream.
On Saturday, April 2d from 9 am to
noon.

Join your neighbors for a morning
of watershed action that will have an
immediate impact on the health and
beauty of our area waterways! Susan
Nestler (410.494.4518) and Helga
Morrow (410.825.2451) are area
captains for the April 2event.
Gloves and bags will be provided

for all volunteers--that is why we
need you to call and let us know you
are coming. Friends, house guests,
children and entire families are
encouraged to participate. Take a few
hours to make a difference and join
your community in cleaning up our
neighborhood!

Roland Run Cleanup-Call Susan
to volunteer. Everyone will meet at
Royal Farms at Joppa and Thornton
Roads at 9 am.

Falls Road Cleanup-Call Helga
to volunteer. Everyone will meet at
Princeton Sports on Falls Road. Last
year, 75 big trash bags, more than
40 tires from the stream beds and
assorted appliances were collected by
this group.

Additional Cleanups-If you wish
to be a captain for another area,
call Kate Dowling, Alliance for the
Chesapeake Bay, at 410.377.6270 or
kdowling@acb-online.org. Check out
www.alliancechesbay.org for more
details.

copy ofA Homeowners Guide to
Designing Your Property. It's available
free of charge by calling The Alliance For
The Chesapeake Bay at 1-800-662-CR]g $
or by visiting their website at
www.acb-online.org

I REMEMBER WHEN••.
byHarry Wagner

I remember the old Riderwood School. I started the first grade there in 1927. It was right
next to the Yellow House that is now home to the Ruxton Riderwood Lake Roland Area
Improvement Association's headquarters. The classes went from first through eighth grade.
We had a teacher named Mrs. Kitsley. She was a good teacher, but boy, if you messed up,
you came right out of the chair by your ears. She had a sister who was the head teacher
down at Stoneleigh School and we'd play them in baseball and softball.
Across the road was an old country store where Harrington's used to be before they

moved down the road to Ruxton. The nicest people you'd ever want to meet ran it. They
sold ice cream, candy and school supplies. It was where that row of shops and the post
office is now. All the kids went there. If you were from the school and didn't have any
money for what you bought, they'd give it to you. They knew you'd come back the next
day and pay them. That's the kind of people they were.
Right behind to the store, Stebbins-Anderson had their coal yard. They'd back the coal

cars up and unload them. The coal yard was just down from the Riderwood train station.
You had the stations in Ruxton and Lutherville, too. The Ruxton station was right across
from where Grauls is now. It was tom down to make room for the townhouses you see
there today. But the Riderwood and Lutherville stations are still there. I remember you
could get downtown in no time. It was a lot quicker than today with all the traffic.
Our big hang-out when we were teenagers was Gill's Garage. Lester Gill was really good

working on cars and in the store he had bread, ice cream and sodas. Across the road at the
intersection of Joppa and Thornton Roads where the Royal Farms is now was Raymond
Trapp's Riderwood Garage and Hardware store at Joppa and Thornton roads, where folks
filled their tanks with Sinclair gasoline. .
That's going back quite a few years. I was born and raised up on Joppa Road back

toward Towson. It was so long ago, we'd walk to school right down the middle of the road.
You wouldn't want to try that today.



RIDER HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS AND FOUNDATION UPDATE
by Joseph M. Coale, Vice-President RRLRA Foundation

Improvements to the Rider House continued throughout the winter months, culminating in
the reestablishment of the connection between Rider House and the sewer line. The septic
./system, unbeknownst to the Board, had been destroyed during construction of Arden
Courts. It wasn't until usage of the house picked up last spring that the problem surfaced.

Board member Skip Steuart took responsibility for shepherding this effort through the
county approval process. The Maryland Historical Trust provided an emergency $4,000
grant to cover the cost. The Ruxton Riderwood Lake Roland Area Foundation is most grate
ful for the prompt and generous assistance
of the State Historic Preservation Officer
Rodney Little and Claudette Sherman,
Preservation Officer, who have supported
the Rider House project since its inception.
Baltimore County Public Works Chief
Ed Adams was also responsive and most
helpful. Our thanks to Councilman Kevin
Kamenetz and Delegate John Trueschler
for their behind-the-scenes assistance in g
bringing the profect to fruiton. , g
In the next few weeks, we hope to start gsagl'# zlandscaping the lot and improving access ",) 2

to the building. The Lake Roland Garden s -e s
. . . The Maryland Historical Trust provided an

Club has graciously offered to maintain emergency grant to cover the cost of repairing the
the Rider House grounds as a community damaged sewer line. We are grateful for the prompt
r and generous assistance of the State Historic
service project. Preservation.

The Foundation's second year-end fund
raising drive was a success with 257 residents participating at different levels of support
from $1,000 to $10. These funds will enable the community to leverage matching public

and private sector grants
for the landscaping
enhancement of several
vacant, yet highly visible,
public areas in our com
munity.
Our first Annual Report
has been printed and is
available at Rider House.
We hope you will take a• l few minutes to review the
Foundation's progress to

• , [ date and to visualize the
mi-tdtts;e".all.dlehli. Foundation's promise.
Workers cut across Be/Iona Avenue which was closed to traffic when
the sewer for the Rider House was installed.

We welcome two new members to our Board: Robert C. Lewis and George R. Grose.
heir commitment and interest in serving is greatly appreciated.
With the community's continuing support, the Foundation will pursue additional

projects in 2006 to support the Association's 2110 Community Plan.

2004 HOLIDAY PARTY IN THE WOODS
by Sibley Classen

On December 19 RRLRAIA hosted our
annual holiday party at the old rugby field.
The party has a new name - "Holiday
Party in theWoods" - because the County
is not issuing bonfire permits any more.
We had a good turnout and even had

a visit from Santa Claus, who came down
the path jingling his sleigh bells! Santa
listened intently to each child's wishes,
and we bade him farewell, as he went off
to hear the wishes of children in other
neighborhoods. Old and young then sang
carols by the fire together.
We cooked hotdogs and marshmallows

over portable fireplaces, which turned out
to be a better alternative to our traditional
grills. The kids loved being able to cook
their own marshmallows and make
s'mores. Everyone enjoyed eating the
freshly grilled hotdogs. Dennis Graul and
his staff once again provided the partywith
plenty of cider and scrumptious cookies!
The weather started out in the sos, a bit

damp from the early morning rain, but as
the night fell, temperatures cooled, and
it even started snowing towards the end
of the party, which put everyone in a true
holiday spirit.
We would like to thank all of those who

volunteered help make this event a suc
cess. Fran Anderson, Doug Brinkley, Jamie
Cahn, Mike Chasney, Sibley Classen,
Tony Dale, Biff Heam, Greg Heard, Nancy
Horst, Tom Mooney, Helga Morrow, Andy
Murray, Susan Nestler, Mike Regan, Tate
Showers, Stuart Vogel, and Steve
Williams.

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL?
Do you have a story or an item of
interest relating to the history of our
community or the Association? Do you
have questions about the history of our
neighborhoods? If so, please contact
the editor at: office@rrlraia.org or the
association office at 410.494.7757.



NEIGHBORHOOD FAVORITE
Speaking of neighborhood traditions and
the always helpful Graul's folks, Kate
Poffenberger of Graul's Market offers this
neighborhood favorite.

Baked Potato Soup serves 8-10
• 4-6 tablespoons Canola oil
• 1 medium sweet onion, chopped
• 2 tablespoons flour
• 6-8 cups milk, whole or two-percent
• 6 large baking potatoes, baked and diced
with skin on

• 3-4 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled
• 1/4-1/2 cup reduced calorie sharp
cheddar cheese, grated

• 8 ounce reduced calorie sour cream
Toppings

• 2-3 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled
• 3-4 tablespoons reduced calorie sharp
cheddar cheese grated

• 2-3 tablespoons green onion tops,
chopped finely
Saute onion in oil until tender; add to
soup pot. Stir in flour, cook over medium

heat until golden brown; slowly stir in milk
and cook over low heat until thickened
slightly. Add potatoes, cooking over medium
low heat for 10-15 minutes. Do not allow to
boil! Add crumbled bacon, cheese and sour
cream - heat completely. Spoon into bowls,
top with bacon, cheese and green onions.

COMMON INTERESTS
Do you have a special interest or talent or
hobby that you would like to share with
your neighbors? Would you like to identify
neighbors who are already involved in
activities that you would like to explore?
Gardening? Hiking? Photography? Cycling?
RRLRAIA is soliciting information about
those activities and contacts for learning
more about them. Dance, dance, dance!
The Friday Night Dance Club is a group
of folks who have been keeping fit, having
fun, and meeting new people who share an
interest in Swing, Latin, and social danc
ing for over 14 years. Classes are held (no
partners required!) throughout the area in

churches and civic buildings, and weekly
dances are held in the Towson area, often
with live bands. For the observations of a
recent convert, contact Candice Dalrympl
at 410.583.7066. For more information on
the Friday Night Dance Club, check out
the website at
http://www.fridaynightswing.com If you
have a hobby or interest that you would
like to share, please send it to RRLRAIA at
office@rrlraia.org, and we will publish the
information in the next newsletter.

SAVE THE DATE May 17 at 7:00 pm
Church of the Good Shepard
1401 Carrolton Avenue, Ruxton

Our annual meeting offers members
a chance to hear about important
issues affecting our community and
ask questions of the local officials who
present. Look for a postcard soon with
information about our topics for this
year's meeting (or call us with your
suggestions) and please plan to attend!
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